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BULLDOG BREED CLUBS AND SHOWS
Club Secretaries details are on the Bulldog Breed Council website:
www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk
Bath & Western Bulldog Club

Open Show: Sunday 26th September 2021.
Judge Mrs Hayley Dodwell (Asharlo)
Venue: Westwoods Centre, North Leach, GL54 3QJ

Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog Club
Open Show: Sunday 5 December 2021
Judge: Ms Kimberly Nealings
Venue: Willenhall Chart WV13 2NS

Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club

Open Show: Sunday 10th October 2021

Judge: Mr Phil Jones (Everbull)
Venue: Venue: Whiston Town Hall Old Colliery Road Whiston L35 3QX

Bulldog Day UK
Venue: Newark Showground NG24 2NY
Annual event for all Bulldog lovers with profits going to Bulldog Rescue
and Rehoming Trust. Fun classes, doggy shopping experience and
advice. But most of all FUN with your Bulldog
See you in 2022
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British Bulldog Club
Championship Show Weekend:
20th/21st November 2021
The British Bulldog Club will be holding a huge weekend celebration of Bulldogs in
November 2021 with TWO Championship shows
Judges will be: Saturday: Mr Kevin Davis (Mystyle)
Sunday: Ms Elizabeth Hugo Milam
On Saturday evening, (20th November) there will be a Memorial Dinner, remembering all our wonderful Bulldog friends who have recently died.
Venue: Royal Court Hotel, Tamworth Road, Coventry, CV7 8JG
Membership subs are now due, £8.00 overseas, £6.00 joint, £5.00 single. Payment
via Paypal: secretary@britishbulldogclub.com or by cheque to Secretary.

Bulldog Club Incorporated
Details of Bulldog Of the Year will be on our website in due course

Bulldog Club of Scotland
Championship Show
23rd October 2021
Judge TBA

Venue: SRUC Barony Campus College, Parkgate, Dumfries and Galloway, Scotland,
DG1 3NE

Bulldog Club of Wales
Open show Saturday 13th November 2021
Judge: Mrs Gail Westmorland (Gailbulls)
Venue: Caerwent Community Centre, Lawrence Crescent, Caerwent NP26 5NS
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East Midlands Bulldog Club
Open Show: Sunday 3rd October 2021,
Judge: Mrs J Smith (Saintrosemil)
Venue: War Memorial Hall, Dorothy Avenue, Glen Parva, Leicester
LE2 9JD

Junior Bulldog Club

Championship Show: Saturday 16th October 2021.
Judges: Dogs: Mrs S Garside (Iceglint)
Bitches: Mrs A Van den Heuval (Beefeaterbulls)
Venue: Brackley Leisure Centre, Springfield Way Brackley NN13 6JJ
Subs are now due. £5.00 single £9.00 joint. Payment can be
made by Paypal: paypal@juniorbulldogclub.co.uk

London Bulldog Society
Limit Show: Sunday 24th October 2021
Judge Mr Richard Eaton (Ricatori)
Venue: Larkfield Village Hall, New Hythe Lane, Aylesford ME20 6PU

Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club:

Open Show: Sunday 26th September 2021
Judge: Mr Luca Bisignano
Venue: Whiston Town Hall Old Colliery Road Whiston L35 3QX
Championship Show and

Awards Evening :

Saturday 30th October 2021

Judges: Dogs Mr Paul Moody Bitches: Mrs Lorraine Watkins
Venue: TBA
Hope you will all join us in what will be a fantastic event
Membership for 2021 now due. £4.00 single £5.00 joint (same household) Fill in membership form on website and then Paypal payment
as ‘friends only’: mcbcawards1897@aol.com
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Northern Bulldog Club

DETAILS OF 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON

Northern Ireland Bulldog Club

DETAILS OF 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON

Northumberland & Durham Bulldog Club

Championship Show: Sunday 19th September 2021
Judge: Mr Stu Lowthian (Tyneamite )
Venue: Darlington Dog Show. Ripon Racecourse

Open Show: Sunday 14th November 2021
Judge: Mrs Rachel McCormick (Mccorama)
Venue: Bowburn Community Centre Durham Road,
Durham DH6 5AT

Pennines Bulldog Club

Championship Show: Sunday 7th November 2021
Judge: Mr Frank Kane (Hirontower)
Venue: The Speedwell Rooms, Inkersall Road, Staveley, Chesterfield
S43 3JL
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Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club

Open Show: Sunday 1st May 2022
Judge: Mr David Bell, (Pendlebriar)
Venue: Kentisbeare Village Hall Kentisbeare. EX15 2AB

Open Show: Sunday August 7 2022
Judge: Ms Ewa Larsson, (Britisher)
Venue Utility Day Paignton & District Fanciers Association Westpoint Arena Clyst St Mary, Exeter EX5 1DJ
Membership subs are now due: Please post to our Secretary, Mr C Little, 38 Lansdowne Drive, Sutton -on-Sea,
Lincs LN12

South of England Bulldog Society
Open Show: Sunday 18th September 2021
Judge: Mrs Sue Sibbick (Treasurabull )
Venue: Cobham Village Hall, Cobham KT11 2LU
Membership subs are now due: Please post to our Secretary

Yorkshire Bulldog Club

Champ Show: Saturday 13th November 2021
Judge: Mr W Goodwin (Britishpride)

Venue: Brodsworth Miners Welfare Hall,
Woodlands, Doncaster.
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BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND COUNTIES BULLDOG CLUB

DOWN MEMORY LANE

Very little is known about the first 50 years of the club.
The minutes and records were destroyed during the Blitz
of 1940 when the club in the Old Bullring, Birmingham
City Centre, received a direct hit. Old Harry Guest told
us it was a landmine which the Germans had a habit of
dropping in those war-torn days.

After the war the club held a Member’s Special Show on 25th October 1947 at the Holt
Hotel, Aston, next door to the Villa ground.
The judge was the late John Barnard (Marjorie’s husband), there were 13 classes with 32
exhibits making 132 entries. The breed being a bit thin on the ground after the war in
exhibits. BIS George Morgan’s The Welsh Guardsman. BOS Mrs A Goodwin’s Saint
Antonio Dulce.
The Club Secretary commented before the 1948 AGM that the club was the strongest
financially in the country. Mr Cooper the Club Secretary also boasted of a membership of
124 members and subs were 7/6d per year. Meetings held at the Red Lion Pub, Bullring,
Birmingham City.
During the 50’s and 60’s stalwarts of the club were George and Ava Parker, Laura and
Jack Morton, Harry Guest, Len Field, Dr Phelps. The late 60’s saw new committee
members join them, Mr & Mrs Jack Jones, Ruth Murray, Ellen & Les Cotton, Mr & Mrs Bill
Cartwright, Doug and Ann Heeley, Mr & Mrs Bill Fulwell.
1969 saw the club’s 75th anniversary. 3 shows were held, November being the main show.
The November shows in those days were the silver medal shows; BDOG, BBITCH and
BPUPPY all received a Birmingham silver medal, won outright to keep.
We held a dinner and dance at the
Overstrand Restaurant, Walsall, and a
good Saturday evening was enjoyed by
all. A spritely George Parker won the
musical chairs and his award was a
bulldog money box for his granddaughter.
The club saw its fair share of Champions owned by various club members. Championship
Show status was granted to Birmingham by the Kennel Club in the late 1980’s.
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BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND COUNTIES BULLDOG CLUB

So that brings us to the centenary of the Birmingham. Good bulldogging into the 21 st century,
especially you young ones. Keep the Birmingham Club going forward and flourishing for us in
the West Midlands. It is unique.

BY THE LATE DOUG HEELEY
Now moving forward through the next 25 years.
In the 1990’s the club continued to prosper and to look forward to the Millennium Show. This
was held in West Bromwich and was judged by Chiara Giuria from Italy, all the members were
treated to lunch and a great day was had by everyone.

This picture was taken by life member John Darby in the year 2000 at West Bromwich, this
Includes the Committee and some of the club members.
We have had to say goodbye to a few of our Committee members in this photo, Les and Ellen
Cotton, Doug and Ann Heeley, Pauline Horner, Geoff Green, Mary Fulwell, Jim Adams, Lynn
Davenport.
Into the new millennium and the club continues to put on a great show although now these were
held at Great Barr Leisure Centre, and now in 2020 we hold our shows at Willenhall Youth &
Community Centre in Willenhall.
The Committee are as ever fully dedicated to Bulldog Educational Seminars and with the Health
Testing that is held at our Open Shows. As a club we are lucky that our Vet on call is Thomas
Bingham and he attends most of our shows, always there to help our members out with all their
questions and health testing.
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BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND COUNTIES BULLDOG CLUB

The club holds two shows every year, one of those being a Championship Show biannually,
coming up with original ideas all the time.

Our President, Barbara Darmanin, has served on the Committee for over 46 years and took over
from the late Anne Heeley in 2016. In 2016 the club elected two Vice Presidents, long standing
Committee members Sharon Bradshaw and Steve Parker.
Tony Darmanin was the secretary for well over 10 years and in 2010 Lieza Handley, who at that
time had worked with Tony as the club Treasurer for 12 years took the helm. Treasurer was then
taken over by Claire Parker.

Our latest celebrations were for our 125th Anniversary Championship Show which was held at
Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford.
We started the weekend with an educational day with Mrs Christina Chapman giving a presentation on Confirmation and Movement, Mr Tony Darmanin presented the Bulldog Breed Standard
and Mrs Vicky Collins-Nattrass gave a presentation on puppy rearing. These were received well
by all and many stayed over on the evening to enjoy a meal and drink with the Committee and
friends.
Onto the 125th Anniversary
Championship Show which
drew an entry of 139 exhibits.
There were numerous special
awards and gifts for club
members
and
exhibitors,
along with a buffet lunch,
cheese and wine and cake for
all.
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BIRMINGHAM & MIDLAND COUNTIES BULLDOG CLUB

The judges for this day were Rob Harris (Nobozz) and David McHale (Kelloe), and our
BIS judge was Susan Rowe (Rockytop). Susan found her BIS to be Mr & Mrs Dearlove’s
Lumbuse Mr Douglas Home For Ryjarlow.
Moving into the New Year there was a change of hands at the helm again.
Barbara Darmanin stepped down from President of the club and Lieza Handley stepped
down from Secretary to take up a new challenge as Secretary of the Junior Bulldog Club.
We wish them all the best for the future.
We continued celebrating our 125th year with our Open Show in December. The judge for
this was Luca Bisignano from Italy.
Luca found his BIS to be Ricatori Imagine That and his RBIS and BPIS to be Haddaway
Last Christmas. We even had a special surprise guest in the interval for the children.

Looking forward to the future, the club remains in good hands
with John Shirley becoming President, Chris Bradshaw becoming
Chairman, Claire Parker becoming Secretary and Victoria Eaton
becoming Treasurer. We have a hard working committee that are
not only show people, but people who are dedicated to the
preservation of our much loved Bulldog.
Unfortunately due to COVID we have had, as have so many, to
postpone our shows but with things starting to improve we were
back with our Championship Show on Sunday 18th July 2021 at
Stafford Showground with international judge Petra GrellHanshom flying in for the occasion. (See show report in Gazette
12)
Claire Parker, Hon Secretary, BMCBC
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BULLDOGS AND RALLY

What is Rally?
Rally involves you and your dog working as a team to navigate a course with numbered signs indicating
different exercises to perform; think of it as a sort of obedience exercise obstacle course including simple
exercises.
Rally is fun – no matter what experience level you or your dog have, it's easy to get involved, start training
and then, competing.
Rally (or ‘Rally O’ as it's known in the USA) is a canine activity derived from the heelwork elements of competitive obedience. However it differs from obedience, primarily in that competitors and dogs attempt a preset course with signs placed at up to 18 stations along the course, requiring them to perform one of around
80 different preset exercises. The selection of exercises and design of the course is at the judge’s discretion. Each individual round is performed at a brisk pace and takes around three minutes.
There is no direction from the judge or steward as in obedience. The signs are all the guidance competitors
receive. At level 1 and 2, the first two levels, dogs compete on lead and a loose lead is emphasised. The
handler may give verbal commands and encouragement throughout as necessary. More advanced levels
require dogs to compete off lead.
Below is the story of Patricia Page - (taken from Rachel Cooper) :

“Its such a shame Patricia Page is no longer with us as she would love to tell
all.
I can't find any moving / action shots of the dogs actually at work unfortunately.

The first training weekend for KC Rally in NI happened in 2016. Patricia Page
was at the front of the queue.
From then on, she was my closest ally here in Northern Ireland for publicising
the sport, and in 2017, at the first Inter-Regional competition at Crufts, she
made Rally history, appearing in L2 with Lydia, as well as taking on the post of
Assistant Team Manager for NI, helping to run training and fundraising events.
Patricia’s kind, calm and unruffled approach saw her successfully introducing
Rally classes at Bangor DTC, and she and her small band of dedicated helpers
ran Rally shows twice a year from then on.
She helped me organise summer training days and gave me the benefit of her
diplomatic opinions when it came around to choosing the Crufts teams.
Patricia and her Bulldogs took to Rally like ducks to water.

The first time I judged Patricia and Ruby in L1, they scored a faultless 210, I
wish I had been able to video the round to use as a training aid!
Patricia started to judge Rally and encouraged some of her club members to
have a go, too.”
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BULLDOGS AND RALLY

Unfortunately, Patricia Page died suddenly last year, but here are some photos of her achievements with her
Bulldogs competing in Rally. You can see how successfully Bulldog are able to compete

How does the competition work?
The selection of exercises and design of the course is at the judge's discretion. Each individual round is
performed at a 'brisk pace' and takes around three minutes per dog with a maximum course time for levels
1 and 2 of four minutes and five minutes for level 3 and above.
There is no direction from the judge or steward as in obedience; the signs are all the guidance competitors
receive. Handlers walk through the course (without dogs) before the competition starts.
Physical or harsh verbal correction is strictly penalised. Elements of obedience, such as group stays and
scent exercises, do not feature.
Like agility, once the competitor has completed the round, they have finished. Although based on obedience heelwork, many exercises differ significantly from those found in competitive obedience and introduce
innovative concepts of control of the dog.
Competitors start each round with a perfect score of 200 and deductions are made by the judge for
inaccuracies and mistakes in performance.
As in working trials, progression to the next level will be based on
reaching a qualifying standard, the minimum qualifying score is
set at 175 for levels 1 to 4 and 180 for level 5 and 6. Dogs will
achieve their rally level title and progress to the next level (except
for level 6) once they have achieved six qualifying scores under
at least four different judges. Alternatively an excellent score of
190 or more on three occasions, under three different judges, will
also enable the dog to progress to the next level.
Places are awarded at competitions but progression is independent of winning first places.
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BULLDOGS AND RALLY

What do I need to know to take part:
Your dog must be registered with The Kennel Club

Competitors taking part in any event licensed by The Kennel Club must familiarise themselves with
The Kennel Club's rules and regulations beforehand.
You can download the Rally S Regulations booklet or buy the Rally (S) Regulations booklet from the
KC online shop
Dogs can start competing at 6 months of age
No previous experience is necessary, so check out the list of rally clubs today!
Make sure you buy a Rally Record Book in which to record all your competition wins and scores
Rally signs can be purchased through the KC online shop
When can I start training my dog
It is essential that your dog is fully socialised and that you have effective control at all times, especially
as your dog will eventually be competing off lead. Taking guidance from a specialist at a training club
is the best way to identify when your dog is ready to start formal training and competing.
How can I find a training club
Plenty of regular practice is essential preparation for rally competitions. There are a number of training
clubs across the country, many of which can be found on the KC website: Find a Club.
What rally classes are there?
There are six levels of competitive rally. New handlers will start at level 1 and progress through to
level 6. Progression is based on the scores you and your dog achieve as a partnership, and not on
wins or placings.

1. Sit.

2. Sit—Stand

3. Sit-Down

The handler and dog stop with the
dog sitting at heel. When the dog is
sitting, the handler cues the dog to
heel forward.

The handler and dog stop
with the dog sitting at heel.
The handler then cues the
dog to stand. When the
dog is standing, the handler cues the dog to heel
forward.

The handler and dog stop with the
dog sitting at heel. The handler
then cues the dog to down. When
the dog is down, the handler cues
the dog to heel forward.
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This is a static exercise.

BULLDOG RESCUE & REHOMING
AND THE EDWARD FOUNDATION

WE ARE APPEALING FOR FUNDS

A donation of any size at this particular time would help
hugely.
Bulldog Rescue & Rehoming: To donate £5 text
BDRR01 to 70970 . Or donate directly from their website
www.bulldogrescue.org.uk
Edward Foundation. Donate directly from their website: www.theedwardfoundation.co.uk
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THANK YOU
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THE 2021 BULLDOG PICNIC IS GOING AHEAD!!!!
It will be a ticket only, outdoor only event






Children under 5 come in for Free
Child Ticket £5.00 (Aged 6 to 16)
Adult Ticket £8.00 (Aged 17 or over)
Family Ticket £25.00 for 2 Children and 2 Adults

The address of the event is: Lodsworth Village Hall and Sports Fields, Gills Lane,
Lodsworth, Petworth, GU28 9BL
The event starts at 12 Noon and finishes at 5pm

GET YOUR DOWNLOADED TICKETS FROM THE BULLDOG RESCUE &
REHOMING WEBSITE www.bulldogrescue.org.uk.
SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2021

Wonderbull Autumn Pawfest
SUNDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 2021 FROM 11.00 – 4.00
Shirebrook Staff Sports and Social Club
Langwith Road Mansfield NG20 8TF

ALL BREEDS WELCOME
A fun event raising funds for Bulldog Rescue and Rehoming.
Fun dog show.
Stalls.
Pet portrait photography by C. Bradbury Moments.
Raffle. Have-a-Go Agility.
Rescue stands.
Shirebrook vets (Bulldog Breed Council Recommended)
will be attending.
And more.
£1 per car.
Hosted by Notts. Bullie Nuts.
(Limited basic camping pitches available at £3 per night.
Contact Ross 07557 884159)
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BATH & WESTERN BULLDOG CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 2ND AUGUST 2021
JUDGE: MR KEVIN BANNER

The Bath & Western Counties Bulldog club held their 2021 championship show on Monday 2nd
August 2021 - their first show since the start of the COVID pandemic.
The Show ran very smoothly and it was a positive, relaxed atmosphere - a blessing after so long
being stuck at home and indoors.
It was lovely to see so many familiar faces and some newcomers around the ring.
The committee would like to thank both the exhibitors and spectators for supporting both our club
and judge Kevin Banner (Sebyan). It really is appreciated.

DOG CC & BEST IN SHOW
Owned by Sanchez Cara

BITCH CC, RESERVE BEST IN SHOW
BEST OPPOSITE SEX AND BEST PUPPY

The Crown of The Bulldog
Carte D’or

Mr & Mrs Goodwin’s
Britishpride Love

RESERVE DOG CC:

RESERVE BITCH CC:

BEST VETERAN

Mr & Mrs Eaton’s

Mrs Dodwell’s

Mr Mielczarek’s

CH Ricatori Redesigned

Asharlo Lady in Red

Lupo El Toro Loco Dor-Gladiator
(IMP)
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Championship Show Weekend: TWO Championship shows :

20 th/21st November 2021

Commemorative Evening Dinner
For Hotel Booking Form and Dinner Tickets Contact the Secretary: bulldogclub@hotmail.co.uk

18

PLYMOUTH DEVON & CORNWALL BULLDOG CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW

The Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club held a very successful Championship show following the Paignton & District Championship show, so it was a very busy day for both exhibitors and
dogs.
The judge, Mr Peter New (Newrock) found his top winners from a brilliant entry of 73 as follows:

Bitch CC & Best In Show

Dog CC & Reserve Best In Show

Steve Flatt’s

Gail Westmorland’s

Belstock Papa Don't Preach

Ch Harsocharmathe Ronaldo at Gailbulls

Best Puppy In Show

Reserve Dog CC

Reserve Bitch CC

Lorraine Watkins

Mrs Emma Simpson’s

Mrs Emma Simpson’s

Shipshape Yuletide Moon

The Crown of the Bulldog
Carte D’or

Jackarhys Diamond
Dust
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BLACKPOOL & FYLDE BULLDOG CLUB MEMORIAL OPEN SHOW

The Blackpool & Fylde held their Open show with Ms Sarah Macdonald (Winenbru) judging
on Friday 20th August following the Blackpool Championship show. This show was held in
memory of Dr John Nattrass (late Vice President) and Mrs Carol Newman (late President).
Carol’s husband Ron, who is now President of the Club donated some beautiful ‘specials’
A letter
From The Secretary:

Thankyou all for supporting our Club. It is the first shared venue with the Blackpool Championship Show at
Redwood Park. We felt as a committee that joining in with them at this time of Covid 19 was the best way to
organise our show safely and we are grateful to them for giving us this opportunity.
Its been a very mixed emotional time for our Club to lose both the President and the Vice President within
days of each other it was an awful shock to us and the membership. Carol was really thrilled to take up the
presidency and sadly due to Covid 19 she didn't get to attend in that role. Dr John of course has been greatly
missed for his skills with the computer; he always did the catalogue and provided us with health articles, sadly he didn't teach me how he actually did it, so its been a learning curve and we will repeat his many helpful
advice articles as he’s left behind a legacy of a whole lot of useful information.

Best Dog, Best Puppy Dog,
Best Puppy
Best in Show
Mystyle Hutchinson

Reserve Best Dog
and Reserve Best in
Show
Prideofbully Night
Fury

Best bitch and
Best Puppy Bitch
Rosebull Edith

Reserve Best Bitch
and Best Opposite
Sex
Mystyle Elegance
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FROM A JUDGE’S PERSPECTIVE
BODY SHAPE AND HINDQUARTERS
The term ‘pear shaped’ used to describe the bulldog’s body is very descriptive, informative and
relevant as to create the desired pear shape.
When viewed from above, a bulldog dog needs 3 important virtues:
Wide shoulders
Big well sprung ribs and
Nice light hindquarters
Any one of these lacking will affect the pear shape.
Looking down from above the widest point are the shoulders, sitting just outside of the first rib
behind them, which should be the widest point of the ribcage.
The ribcage should be round not flat so that a cross section through the body would be almost a
circle giving the barrel shape and not ellipse or flat sided .
This was considered very important in regards to what the
dog was originally bred for - Bullbaiting - as the radius of the
ribs gave them the strength to withstand attacks from the side.
The rib cage should be long, tapering as it moves back
towards the hindquarters with the last rib fairly close to the top
inside of the rear leg making the dog short coupled.
The body should be made up of approx. two thirds ribs and
one third loin.
Then onto the rump which should be only slightly wider
than the loin enhancing the complete pear shape.
Viewed from the rear, the rump should be rounded and
not flat as this indicates the rump is too wide.
From the side, it should be very deep from the top of
shoulders down to its lowest part - the bottom of the
brisket, yet relatively shallow in comparison at the back
through the loins creating the desired tuck up.
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FROM A JUDGE’S PERSPECTIVE
BODY SHAPE AND HINDQUARTERS
Although they probably don’t demand the attention and admiration of the front and forelegs, the hindquarters are equally important.
The hind legs, a lot lighter in comparison to fore legs should be strong, muscular and
longer than the fore legs.
The stifles turning slightly out away from the body making the hocks approach each other
and the hind feet turn slightly outwards.
The feet themselves should be moderate in size and the toes compact with well split
knuckles.
The term “well let down” is often used when referring to the hindquarters but this can
have two meanings, most commonly referring to the height of the hock from the ground
and secondly and more apparent in bulldogs is that the hock should show a well marked
angle when standing hence the term “well let down” in hock.
If a dog is straight in hock it will lack this angulation
when stood but could possibly still flex it in
movement.
Further up the leg we have the stifle which is also
angled, but in the reverse direction to the hock.
If a dog is straight in stifle this normally has a more
serious effect giving a horrible stilted- like gait.
While it’s easy to appreciate angulation on these
joints, like any other point, they must not be in
excess and over-angulation is equally as bad a
fault.
I often see photos of bulldogs that appear to have
sickle hocks, a malformation in the opposite
direction, where the lower part of the rear leg below
the hock is not at 90° to the ground, giving a weak
hare-footed appearance when standing, which
reflects on the movement causing a ‘bobbing-like’
gait, also changing the appearance of the top line
dramatically.
“Cow-hocked“ - where the hocks come together too
much and the stifles and feet turn out too much and
“pigeon-toed” - the complete opposite, although not
so common these days, are both serious faults and
should be judged accordingly.

23

With thanks to Mr Kevin Davis

BULLDOG TEMPERAMENT
FROM BULLDOG RESCUE & REHOMING

Temperament :
Alert, bold, loyal, dependable, courageous, fierce in appearance, but possessed of affectionate
nature ...... HOWEVER we all know they can be very stubborn , easily spooked and of course
they NEVER forget ?
99% of Bulldogs have amazing temperament's make wonderful pets, can be very loving,
gentle and adore the company of children but at times we do see the odd one which can give
cause for concern ..WHY ?
It must be remembered that Bulldogs go back through a violent history. As with all pure bred
dogs they had an original purpose and in Bulldogs this history was quite violent: bull baiting
and dog fighting.
Thankfully this has been bred out of the breed and they are now recognised as part of the
Utility group and make wonderful family pets however on a VERY RARE occasion we come
across one which is not quite "made right" a chemical imbalance may take place in the dog's
brain and can play a primary role in the behaviour of a dog .
When something happens to a Bulldog it never ever forgets so if and when "that something "
happens again the dog will react with what we call a "Flight or Fight" reaction which means
that when they feel threatened they will react to it in one of two ways – “flight” which means to
run away, or “fight” which means to stand and deal with it.

The trigger of these irrational fears can be anything from that scary new bin, that plastic bag,
new sofa, moving the dog’s bed, a dog-on-dog attack, being mistreated in a past home or
experiencing pain.
Now sadly if the dog has experienced being frightened or hurt in someway they will react in the
only way they know how to protect themselves. Fear aggression kicks in then sadly a bite can
take place. This is RARE but a very serious situation and should be very carefully assessed.
Extremely rarely, a Bulldog can have what is known as ‘RAGE SYNDROME’.
Rage syndrome in dogs is sudden in onset and comes
with little or no prior warning.
The signature of the condition is a sudden and unexpected display of extreme aggression in the dog, which is
over quickly and then apparently completely forgotten by
the dog, which appears to be totally unaware of what they
have done.
Rage syndrome in dogs usually begins to present itself
between the ages of three months and one year old,
although it is possible that a dog may live to two years old
before their first attack.
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BULLDOG TEMPERAMENT
FROM BULLDOG RESCUE & REHOMING

Ultimately, if a Bulldog is dangerous during an attack, and has or appears likely to bite or attack
people, children or other animals, URGENT help and advice from good, knowledgeable,
experienced bulldoggers will be required. Correct advice from people who UNDERSTAND THE
BREED is vital because bulldogs are so very different in the way they behave and react to what
may seem like normal situations to other breeds .
One of the saddest things we see in Bulldogs is when they fall out with other bulldogs/dogs in
the home.
This is nearly always permanent.
They find it very hard to forgive each other once
they have had a serious fight and even when you
think things have settled down, there will suddenly
be a situation where it kicks off - Great care should
be taken splitting up fights of this nature as they will
be totally focused on each other and you are more
likely to be accidentally bitten, if you do remember
the dog did not mean to bite you !!
In many multiple Bulldog / dog homes you will often
find one has to be kept separate from the other/
others or sadly they have to be rehomed.
Bulldogs grow and mature like no other breed and can go though what we call the "teenage
stage " often desperate for attention, showing off and acting badly.
This is a different type of aggression and they do grow out of it.
Do your research and again talk to the above mentioned organisations and make sure you have
a copy of The Bulldog Bible by Tania Holmes and check out our files on this group.
Bulldogs like routine; that way they know what to expect.
Regular feeding, walking, playing, exercise, grooming and time out—and most important your
time !!
After all you have breakfast time, dinner time, tea time, bedtime, chill out time .
Lets see your wonderful bullies and show the world what
amazing , special and unique best friends they can be.

With thanks to Bulldog Rescue & Rehoming

25

But I Don’t Need a Show Dog!
Written by: Terri Lewin

Although this article has been written about Newfoundlands, the principles clearly relate to all
breeds, including Bulldogs:

Why do people recommend choosing a breeder who shows and titles their dogs to folks who are
just looking for a pet and have no interest in showing?
Why should breeding to breed standard be important to a pet home? Does it seem excessive, or
“snobby”?
It’s not, and here’s why:
Dog shows are a means of evaluating dogs against the breed standard, to evaluate soundness,
movement/gait, type and temperament.
Soundness: The state of physical and mental health when all organs and faculties are functioning
properly, each in its rightful relation to each other.
Type: Breed type encompasses appearance, character, condition, bone structure, temperament,
and movement; "breed type is all these things." Breed type also includes a character specific to
each breed, a combination of behaviour, temperament and carriage that demonstrate an
essence of the breed.
Gait: The gait of a dog is its quality of movement. You want to see ease of movement,
unimpaired by illness or poor structure.
Temperament: The general attitude a dog has towards other animals and people.
From the Newfoundland Breed Standard: “Sweetness of temperament is the hallmark of the
Newfoundland; this is the single most important characteristic of the breed.
The Newfoundland is a sweet-dispositioned dog that acts neither dull nor ill tempered. He is a
devoted companion.”
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But I Don’t Need a Show Dog!
Written by: Terri Lewin

So. That’s a very basic intro to what goes on at a show... why does this matter?

You want a pet, a companion, not a show dog, right? Well, you chose Newfoundlands for a
reason. You’ve done your research, and have read that they’re great with kids and other
animals, they’re gentle giants, not aggressive, they make excellent companions and love
spending time with their people. That their good and kind nature predisposes many Newfs to
be excellent therapy dogs. That they’re large, and STRONG.
Good, responsible breeders seek to preserve those definitive and positive characteristics.
Here’s an example-- there are aggressive and aloof Newfoundlands. An aggressive dog is no
joke, and a 140lb. aggressive dog even less so. Aggression can run in lines.
Wouldn’t it be difficult to show an aggressive, reactive, fearful, or excessively shy Newfoundland? Do you want to take the gamble and trust someone about their dog’s history, or would
you rather buy from someone who has taken their dogs into the ring and had the dog’s
temperament proven over and over, consistently?
What about type and structure? How the dog is put together, able to move freely and comfortably? Would you rather buy from someone who has proven publicly, over time, that the dog
they’re breeding can move well, free of limp, or a structural problem? Or just trust someone
who has no interest in proving their dogs?
It’s your puppy’s quality of life and comfort (as well as your wallet) that’s at stake.

Not every dog in a well-bred litter is going to be show quality- there will ALWAYS be petquality puppies. Well-bred, but maybe with a slight imperfection, and those are the puppies
placed in pet homes. You don’t have to want a show-quality puppy to get a well-bred
puppy!
Here’s the bottom line.... every day, Newf rescue is seeing more and more aggressive Newfs.
Newfs in pain because they were poorly bred. Newfs requiring extensive vet care, expensive
surgery. People having to remand their dogs to breed rescue because they can’t manage the
dog, fear the dog, or found out the dog needs costly vet care they can’t afford.
This is not about being snobby, being elitist, thinking that one dog is “better” than another, it’s
about ensuring you get a puppy that acts and looks like the breed you fell in love with. It’s
about ensuring that all Newf puppies have the best start in life, and will grow into a loving
family member. It’s about loving our breed enough to want to see everything that’s good
about them preserved for future generations to enjoy. If you want a healthy dog, with a
properly sweet temperament, choose your breeder wisely.
(Note: the two dogs pictured in silhouette above... the one on the right came from a breeder
who shows and titles her dogs. He’s sweet, healthy, can move freely... he had a good start in
life. He looks and acts like a Newf, and will pass those qualities onto his offspring.)

With thanks to Terri Lewin
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IMPORTANCE OF SOCIALISING

DAILY WALKS ARE KEY
Just taking your dog out to a public place and walking around will help him become more comfortable with the world and people around him. From cars driving
down the street to the postman, the world becomes a little bit less scary once
you’ve been out and about a couple of times.
Keep the little fella on a short lead and get some exercise—there’s a lot to see and
smell. Take different routes, to give your dog the chance to meet new friends and
experience a variety of sights. .
MIX IT UP
Expose your dog to a wide variety of people, from men and women to children, so he can get
acclimatised to the idea of people (who are much bigger). The idea is that if your dog only ever hangs
out with one person, he may grow wary of anyone who isn’t that person, so it’s crucial to diversify
your dog’s social calendar and make time for meet-and-greets.



Stay calm and confident if your dog acts scared. Don’t push, but don’t make a big deal out of
skittish behaviour, either.



Ensure that people pat your dog where their hands can be seen, like on your dog’s chest or chin.



Use treats to give your dog a positive association with new people and experiences.

Go back to the basics. A dog who is confident with their training and routine makes for a wellrounded dog.
BE TIMELY
Between 3 and 12 weeks of age is the sweet spot for socialising a puppy. Check out the Kennel Club
website for details of a checklist of experiences your pup should be exposed to during this crucial
window of time.
Typically, new puppies should be exposed to:












Unfamiliar people
Unfamiliar clothing (hoods, jackets, sunglasses, hats)
Body handling (ears, paws, tail, and so on)
Urban environments
Parks, bodies of water, woods, and beaches
Vehicles
Different types of flooring and ground surfaces
Common neighbourhood objects like street signs, bicycles, buggies, skateboards, benches
Cats
Other dogs

Beyond 18 weeks (about four months) it becomes a lot more difficult to socialise a dog—though not
impossible! Don’t be dismayed if you have an older dog, because you can teach an old dog new
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IMPORTANCE OF SOCIALISING
STOCK UP ON TREATS

Most dogs will do anything for a treat, so it’s great to have a stash on hand to keep your dog on his
best behaviour. Anytime your dog has a successful interaction with another dog give him a treat! This
encourages positive social behaviour.
Tasty, high-value treats will get more mileage—but you’ll know your dog’s preferences best. Bits of
cooked chicken, or small pieces of a hardboiled egg are typically very popular with dogs. Just adjust
your dog’s calorie intake at mealtime to compensate for the extra calories at snack time.
HIT THE DOG PARK—OR PET SHOP
Let dog enjoy a lap around the park. If you’re confident about
recall, try an off-lead park, or set up a playdate at a friend’s place
with their dog.
If you’re short on biodegradable poo bags or that doggy shampoo
that smells so good, hit the pet shop with your dog in tow to
check out the goings-on. He might just make a new friend! You’re
also likely to meet other dog people in your area, which can set
the stage for puppy meet ups later on.
FOLLOW YOUR DOG’S CUES
Make sure interactions are long enough to get acquainted, but not so long as to wear your dog out.
It’s just like you and your BFF: spend too much time together and you might start to notice things you
never noticed before…for better or for worse.
EXERCISE CAUTION
Remember to exercise caution when introducing dogs.
Always make sure the other party is friendly before facilitating a meet and
sniff. Know the signs of discomfort in your dog and act accordingly.
Remember: practice makes perfect and the more successful interactions
your dog has with other dogs the easier it will get.
DOG CLASSES
A little boot camp action never hurt anyone—or puppy school, for that matter. Ask your vet about local
dog socialising opportunities that might be a good fit for you and your dog.
Dog training classes are also a great place to meet other dogs and people in a safe and controlled
environment.
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HOW TO TRAIN A SENIOR DOG
HOW TO TRAIN A SENIOR DOG
Although older dogs may not be quite as alert as they used to be, your dog is
always learning. So you can teach an old dog new tricks! You’ll need kindness
and consistency from everyone in the household, as positive reinforcement is
essential. Bear in mind that an older dog may take longer to learn, and find it a
little harder to readjust to new routines. Work gradually, using plenty of patience
and repetition. Too much change, too quickly, can be stressful for older dogs, so
use age-appropriate training techniques.

RECALL TRAINING FOR OLDER DOGS
Coming back to you must always be a positive experience for your dog. Why else would he bound
back when he’s having fun? If his recall is rusty, start putting him on his lead, letting him off for a
brief run, then recalling him. Repeat this regularly, making sure you praise and reward him with a
treat, stroke or toy when he returns.
Introducing a dog whistle, or easily seen hand signals, can help with senior dogs whose hearing is
deteriorating. A very old dog may be unable to hear or see properly, or be suffering from dementia
– keep him on a long lead, so he feels secure knowing you are there.
Is your older dog chewing things?
Chewing is a natural behaviour in dogs, but it can get out of hand. An older dog who suddenly
starts chewing household items or being destructive towards things like furniture, carpets or doors,
may be finding life boring – or experiencing separation anxiety when you’re not around.
Try not to tell your dog off for chewing, as this could make him more anxious. Instead, see if you
can work out why he’s acting this way, by keeping a diary of his chewing behaviour. Is he doing it to
get your attention when you’re at home? If so, make sure he’s having enough exercise and playtime, and has quality chew toys to enjoy. If you can’t pin down the cause and help him reduce
chewing it’s best to speak to an animal behaviourist.

HOW TO STOP YOUR DOG JUMPING ONTO THE SOFA
You may once have trained your dog never to sit on the sofa or bed – but
allowed him up for a snuggle sometimes as he’s got older. Naturally, he’ll
think these are the new house rules! He’ll be confused if he’s welcomed for
a cuddle on the couch one day, but told off for attempting it another time.
If you want to stop sofa-jumping behaviour, everyone in the household must
stick to the same rules. Gently take his paws off the chair as soon as he attempts to jump up, and reward him when his feet are firmly back on the
floor. Make sure he has a cosy bed of his own by the sofa, ideally where
you can lean over to reach him. Praise and treat him when he goes there
and stays put. If his own bed is comfy and he gets lots of rewards and
strokes for using it, he should quickly learn that it’s a great place to be.
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HOW TO TRAIN A SENIOR DOG

ENCOURAGING YOUR DOG NOT TO JUMP UP ON PEOPLE
The more you make a fuss of your older dog when
he jumps up to greet you, the more he’ll do it to everyone. Help him to revert to a much calmer ‘hello’ by
only greeting him once he has all four feet on the
ground. Avoid eye contact and wait for him to calm
down and stop jumping. If he knows the command
‘sit’, use it (as long as he doesn’t suffer from arthritis, so hunkering down will aggravate his joints). Reward him by greeting him when he obeys.
Try not to reprimand your dog, or shout, as you’ll
only alarm and confuse him. Remember, everyone
in the house, including visitors, must implement the
same behaviour for new habits to stick. A dog gate
across an inner doorway can be a useful tool to stop
him from jumping at you when you get home. Only
greet him once he is calm behind the gate.

TOILET PROBLEMS IN AN OLD DOG
Indoor loo accidents may be caused by medical problems or,
in very old dogs, be linked to forgetfulness or dementia. See
your vet first to check that there are no physical reasons for
puddles or poos. If all’s clear, your dog probably needs more
frequent loo breaks, and might need reminding of where you
want him to relieve himself outside. Try not to rush him, or tell
him off for any accidents. Praise him when he gets it right.
Some dogs can be trained to relieve themselves on command. As he’s having a wee, introduce a word or phrase – he
should eventually link that with going to the loo.

ADDRESSING BARKING IN OLDER DOGS
Barking is your dog’s natural way to communicate. If your older dog keeps barking, try not to respond by shouting back. Ask yourself, why, when and where does he do it, and whether it could
be linked to stress, boredom, fear or over-excitement?
Try to alleviate whatever’s triggering the barking, such as restricting his view outside if that’s the
problem, or using a different daily routine. Maybe he starts barking when you’re using a noisy appliance? If so, put him in another room, or outside with a chew. Try to distract him with something,
like a squeaky toy – and the second he stops barking, say ‘quiet’, and give him a reward.
In addition to tackling any specific bad habits that may have arisen, you can keep your older dog
mentally stimulated by using appropriate brain games and activities. You can also ease the ageing
process by making sure he has comfortable bedding to sleep in and stepping up health checks so
that you keep on top of any changes in his physical condition.
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Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club Annual
Recognition Awards
SATURDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2021

Following the CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW

Tickets now available to book for the Awards Evening at £35 per person which will include a 3 course dinner with Prosecco on arrival

Tickets can be booked via Emma Simpson Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club
Secretary
Payment for them (as friends only) through PayPal to mcbcawards1897@aol.com
Venue: Holiday Inn Wood Lane, Beechwood Runcorn Cheshire
Book Hotel Rooms
The code that your guests need to quote is BC1
This can be done by calling 03333 209 350 option 1 give the ref BC1
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A day in the life of a “Celebrity Bulldog”!

Hello Bulldoggers
My name is Karen Chamberlain and I am Mumanger to Maverick Celebrity Bulldogs! I
have been owned by Bulldogs for 21 years and the last 11 we have been lucky
enough to be on TV and in the Media.
We have been invited to many events as Bulldog Celebrities such as Crufts, Polo,
Fashion Shows and we been asked to judge Dog Shows and fun Doggy Competitions
and host Charity events. We really have had an amazing time.
In 2020 we even had our own TV show on Ch 4 called - The Pet Talent Agency Barking Mad! Still available for download on (www.all4.com) Here you can see me,
the long suffering hubby Pete and the babies in our crazy Bulldog world.

Above Bulldog loving Ron Shirley from Lizard Lick Towing USA
Over the coming months I would like to share with you about some of the fun we
have on our crazy life. I really hope you enjoy our reading about our Bulldog journey.
I think our biggest achievement has to be that we got engaged on a TV Show
(Kitchen Super Heroes – The Food network Ch) Chose the Dress on a TV Show
(Curvy Brides - TLC) and won the honeymoon on a TV Show with the lovely Eammon
Holmes and Ruth Langsford (Gift Wrapped - ITV) and got Married on a TV Show by a
USA Bulldog loving Celebrity! (Ronnie’s Red Neck Road Trip - Dave)!
I think that has to be a world record? All because of our Bulldog babies.
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A day in the life of a “Celebrity Bulldog”!

Here is Baby Gracie at Crufts, we were showing in the morning and sadly did not
get a rosette, however Baby Gracie did make front page of the Observer and
Guardian which was more than the Cruft’s Winner!

So, what really happens in the day of a life of a Celebrity Bulldog. Well, first and
foremost we have to be show ready at all times.
I only bath my Bullies once or twice a year, the rest of the time a daily good brush
and a “good going over” with fragrance free wet wipes or a warm flannel keeps
them clean and smelling fresh. Especially white paws, chest and faces. Ears, eyes
and teeth are looked after and a good healthy diet with healthy treats really helps.
I like to retire them at around 7 years old or before depending if they are still enjoying the fun or would rather relax indoors.
I am lucky, mine have had daily pamper sessions since they were puppies, so they
have learned to love it and know they get some “Nanana” (That’s banana to you
me) before and after each pamper session.
You never know what one photo shoot will lead to :
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A day in the life of a “Celebrity Bulldog”!

This is a shoot we did with world famous Mark Taylor.

From this shoot Belle got onto Italian bedding and Aprons, Wilko Dog Food and Treats,
USA Bill board and many products still available on Ebay.
All of them have been in Calendars and on Cards.

Here is King on The Bulldog Puppies Calendar 2020 and his Mum Lil Belle on another
Calendar in 2012, and his Aunty Angel Star in 2014, keeping it in the family!

You never know what the next call will be, sometimes a short notice photo shoot,
sometimes a TV Show, an advert for a Magazine or a Music Video.
I try not to take more than 1 to 2 jobs a month, their welfare and happiness is paramount to us.
I have been known to be a Diva and walked out of a few gigs that I was not happy
with where I think they were asking or expecting to much from my Bulldogs. Never be
afraid to say no.
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A day in the life of a “Celebrity Bulldog”!

Here is King with some heroes waiting to go on set for a National Lottery Advert on
ITV, we were in the crowd and got just a millisecond on the Advert, but a fun day was
had by all.
King just loved all the attention, he laps up all the fuss. He is always so well behaved
at least when we are on set!
He is happy waiting to go on set as long as he is spoilt with pats and cuddles, if it gets
too loud or hot, we retreat to the comfort of the car for a well-deserved nap.

When not on set they are normal happy Bulldogs, who love a nap and a paddle at the
beach. They love to watch TV and I often put on our you Tube channel for them to
watch and listen to. But most of the time they are all sharing one sofa, sleeping and
snoring next to each other. This has always has been my idea of heaven and where I
feel my happiest.
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A day in the life of a “Celebrity Bulldog”!

Someone made this from one of our Daily Mail photos, I love it!
Could your Bulldogs be the next TV Star or Bulldog influencer?
Keep reading Bulldoggers I will be giving you hints and tips how to make
your Bulldog a Celebrity.
Next Month, defending the Bulldog. More Celebrity gossip and first steps to
becoming a STAR!
Woof Woof xxxxx
Please feel free to ask me any questions?
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PUPPY JOINT DEVELOPMENT

When you get your 8 week old puppies, please keep these images in mind.
Their bones do not even touch yet. They plod around so cutely with big floppy paws and wobbly movement
because their joints are entirely made up of muscle, tendons, ligaments with skin covering. Nothing is fitting
tightly together or has a true socket yet.
When you run them excessively or don't restrict their exercise to stop them from overdoing it during this
period you don't give them a chance to grow properly. Every big jump or excited bouncing run causes
impacts between the bones. In reasonable amounts this is not problematic and is the normal wear and tear
that every animal will engage in.
When you're letting your puppy jump up and down off the lounge or bed, take them for long walks/hikes, you
are damaging that forming joint. When you let the puppy scramble on tile with no traction you are damaging
the joint.
You only get the chance to grow them once. A well built body is something that comes from excellent breeding and a great upbringing-BOTH, not just one.
Once grown you will have the rest of their life to spend playing and engaging in higher impact exercise. So
keep it calm while they're still little baby puppies and give the gift that can only be given once.
By Patricia Crespo
Photos Veteriankey.com @62 days

*Many Bones are not fully fused until 13 months of age.
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PUPPY JOINT DEVELOPMENT

PUPPY EXERCISE
This is an X-ray of a 2 weeks old puppy

Look at how far the bones have to grow before they become a proper bony joint. This
is why you should never let puppies jump, walk up/down stairs, over-exercise or overtrain. Doing too much impact activity at a young age will cause serious issues later in
life, or even at a young age as hip dysplasia and other orthopaedic conditions are
rising in puppies!
Remember the puppy rule—for every month increase activity by 5 minutes! For
example an 8 week old puppy only needs 10 minutes physical activity a day—a 6
month old only needs 30 minutes a day of physical activity! * physical activity includes
going for a walk, training, playing fetch, running, playing with other dogs etc.

Enjoy your new puppy but remember you wouldn’t make a 6 month old baby run a mile
a day, so dont make your puppy either!
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QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR GDV

BLOAT

Causes

What is Happening

What The Dog Does

What You Should Do

Treatment

Stress
Excitement
Vigorous Exercise
Large Meals
Long Drink
Swallowed Air
Familial Tendency

Stomach function is
normal

Dog behaves as usual

Keep the dog quiet. Do
not leave the dog alone.
Give antacids if your vet
agrees.

During this period the dog
may recover without going
on to develop Gastric
Volvulus

PHASE I
GDV

PHASE II
GDV

PHASE III
GDV

Gas accumulates in
the stomach but the
stomach does not
empty as it should

Stomach starts to
dilate (Gastric
Dilation)

Seems slightly uncomfortable

Be aware of Phase 1
symptoms

Anxious, restless,
pacing; trying to vomit
– may bring up stiff
white foam but no
food; Salivating;
Abdomen may be
swollen

Blood supply to part
of stomach is cut off.
Stomach tissue is
damaged. Portal vein,
vena cava and splenic
vein become
compressed and
twisted. Spleen
becomes engorged.
Shock begins to
develop.

Very restless, whining
& panting, salivating
copiously. Tries to
vomit every 2 – 3
mins; stands with legs
apart and head
hanging down.
Abdomen swollen &
sounds hollow if
tapped; Gums dark
red; heart rate 80 –
100 bpm, temperature
raised (104°F)

Spleen and stomach
tissue becomes
necrotic.
Shock now very
severe

Unable to stand or
stands shakily with
legs apart; Abdomen
very swollen; Breathing shallow
Gums white or blue;
Heart rate over 100
bpm
Pulse very weak

Heart failure develops
Shock now
irreversible
Death

Temperature drops
(98°F)
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Call your vet, tell him
what you suspect and
why.
Take the dog to the vet
without further delay

Get someone to tell
your vet you are on
your way and why.
Take the dog to the vet
as quickly as possible.

Death is imminent
Get someone to tell
your vet you are on
your way and why
Take the dog to the vet
as quickly as possible

During this period the dog
may recover if your vet
releases the pressure with
a stomach tube.

During this period the vet
will need to relieve the
stomach pressure, start
an intravenous drip and
perform surgery to untwist
the stomach.

As well as doing everything above, the vet will
need to remove part of
the stomach and the
spleen.
He will also need to use
powerful drugs to
counteract shock.
It is no longer possible to
save the dog’s life.

BEAR’S STORY

BEAR : (Rospaw Double Diamond) is a homebred boy, sired by Ch. Kingrock Captain Cook out of
my Rospaw Heaven Sent.

Bear was a delinquent juvenile, just couldn't behave himself at all and a bit of a destroyer.
One day I even pulled what I thought was a piece of grass from his bottom after he had toileted - it was
actually an 18" piece of leather trim off my sofa!
He did enjoy long walks without the other dogs coming along and was an angel on these occasions.
Then I saw a little poster advertising a local flyball/agility group and decided to take him along.
The trainer was a little reluctant to let us join due to believing all bulldogs had breathing issues.
However, as the weeks passed she revised that opinion and became quite a fan of Bear.
Bear really took to the agility classes and whilst we were having fun, the bond between us became very
strong.
Bear was never going to be as fast as a collie, or jump as high as the Saluki but he was very sure and
steady in what he did.
We didn't get to competition level (that wasn't my aim) but we did go with the club to some demo days at
dog events where Bear was popular with spectators.
But we had the best fun.

Bear could manage a 6' A frame.

Smaller A frame

,,,,, And over

Weaving Poles

Bear emerging

Sadly, Bear is now 9 years
old and with a failing
heart, he hasn't been able
to participate for a while.

With thanks to Yvonne
Pannifer—and of course
Bear
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FIVE THINGS TO AVOID TO KEEP YOUR DOG
SAFE

No. 1: Avoid a pool or water source when unattended.
Even when with someone, keep a very close eye on him and keep him
in your sight always while around water. While CPR is a good option to
use in drownings, it still has low odds of survival in Bulldogs and best to
avoid getting into that situation in the first place.
It's always a safe choice to use a life vest on your bulldog while you are
with him swimming or near a water source. His weight may prevent you
from holding him up or rescuing him. A swimming life vest prevents that.
If you have a pool, be sure it has a dog safe fence with self latching
gates, just like you would have for a child.
No. 2: Avoid heat.
Bulldogs will quickly die from exposure to hot temperatures or particularly humid weather, and caution
should be used. Know the signs of over heating and how to treat it and don't allow them to run and
play hard when temperatures are hot or humid. Keep outside time limited to short periods and with
shade. (See Gazette No. 10 for detailed information)
No. 3: Avoid Choking
Avoid allowing your bulldog to GULP his food down, he should eat steadily and not
to fast.

In addition raw hide products should be avoided and small balls or any objects that
can be a choking hazard should be avoided.
No. 4: Keep Control
Never allow your dog to run off the lead when near traffic or in the street. This includes un-enclosed
open spaces playing with other dogs with access to nearby roads.
(NOTE:) Beware that bulldogs get stolen and caution should always be used..
No. 5: Vets
Try to avoid a vet that does not have experience with bulldogs. Bulldogs are a special breed with
specific needs. Use a Bulldog experienced vet. You can find a list of Bulldog experienced vets on the
Bulldog Breed Council website: www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk
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Bulldogs

—

A Potted History

There is a very good reason why the Bulldog is considered Britain’s historic breed.

Because it is!
When the Romans invaded Britain over two thousand years ago, they were faced with warlike
tribes who owned large broad-mouthed short- faced dogs which they used effectively
as war dogs.
Roman poets wrote ‘they were fiercer than the war dogs of Greece’, and some were brought
from Greece and crossed with the British breeds. After the Roman conquest, these British
dogs were distributed throughout the Roman empire to be bred for use in their ampitheatres.

Spain was the country where these dogs
truly proliferated and the Conquistadores
used these dogs (who remained huge and
were basically black or black and tan) to
murderous effect when conquering South
America.
In Britain, the dogs were gradually reduced
in size, they were no longer war dogs, but
used by bear hunters, farmers and butchers, and, in 1209, thanks to Earl Warren,
Lord of Stamford the sport of bull baiting
began. Bulldogs also became known as
Stamford Dogs.
These very fierce dogs were used right up until 1835 when an Act of Parliament stopped bull
and bear baiting, and the breed very nearly became extinct.
The Bulldog breeders of the time decided the only purpose remaining for the Bulldog, was to
be a companion pet, and they bred the fierceness out of the breed. In 1865 The Bulldog breed
standard was written.

Ten years later, members of The Bulldog Club Incorporated discussed introducing the larger
fiercer European Bulldogs, which were mainly black or black and tan. However, to maintain
the purity of the British breed these colours were deemed a disqualification despite the fact
that they had previously existed in the breed.
The Bulldog of today demonstrates many of its ancient traits, of loyalty, steadfastness and
courage, but without the fearsome aggressiveness of its ancestors.
So you see, this brachycephalic (flat faced) breed is absolutely ancient, and not as some
recent television programs have implied, simply had their faces squashed somehow to
captivate modern fashionable pet owners.
Some far eastern brachycephalic breeds, such as the Shih Tzu, Tibetan Terrier and Pekinese
are also ancient. The Pekinese is mentioned in the writings of Confucius (b.551 B.C.) so that
breed is also at least 2000 years old.
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Non Standard Colour is just a fault…………… OR IS IT?

When the baiting of bears and bulls became prohibited, the Bulldog became redundant, and very
nearly died out as a breed during the early 1800s.
The stockmen who had bred and worked with these dogs really appreciated the characteristics
of loyalty, steadfastness, determination and bravery and looked for a purpose for them. They
concluded that the Bulldog would make a wonderful companion dog, if only it was not so fierce
and aggressive.
The first Bulldog Standard was written in 1865, and although tweaked over the decades to remove some of the exaggerations, it has remained remarkably intact. (Go to the Bulldog Breed
Council website www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk to find the Bulldog Standard)
Following much debate at the time, the colours of black and black & tan were removed, because
the very fierce European dogs were mainly that colour and the pale ‘Dudley’ liver coloured nose was also excluded because many of these dogs were also deemed the most
aggressive.
So that is the reason black, black & tan and Dudley colours were removed from the Standard. It was to remove the aggressive traits from the breed.
We now come to more modern times: The genes which produce merle, blue, lilac and other exotic colours (called dilutes) have been identified as causing major auto-immune, ear, skin and
eye problems. These colours have only been introduced into the breed recently, and the Kennel
Club acknowledges that dogs bred for these colours do indeed suffer from serious health problems and will not register them.

So, yes, colour DOES matter. It matters very much indeed, particularly when
you consider the history of the breed.
Bulldogs are loyal, steadfast, brave, loving companion dogs. We salute the stockmen in the
1800s, who bred the aggressiveness out of this ancient breed of war dogs. They knew exactly
what they were doing when they took black, black & tan and Dudley out of the standard. And as
for Merles, well the dreadful health problems associated with this recessive gene speaks for itself.
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CORRECT BULLDOG COLOURS
This is the Bulldog Breed Standard colours paragraph:
Colour
Whole or smut, (i.e. whole colour with black mask or muzzle). Only whole colours (which should
be brilliant and pure of their sort) viz., brindles, reds with their various shades, fawns, fallows
etc., white and pied (i.e. combination of white with any of the foregoing colours). Dudley, black
and black with tan highly undesirable.

BRINDLE

WHOLE OR SMUT

RED

WHITE

PIED

FAWN

(white with any of the permitted colours).
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NON STANDARD COLOURS
Remember why the colours Black, black with tan and Dudley are described

in the Bulldog Breed Standard as ‘highly undesirable’. Merle, of course is completely
KC prohibited due to the health implications

TRI COLOURED

MERLE

BLACK WITH TAN

BLACK AND WHITE

BLUE, LILAC OR LAVENDER
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Join the Bulldog Breed Council Education Facebook Group:
EDUCATION STATION

The Bulldog Breed Council Education sub committee has set up the Education Station

The Bulldog Breed Council DVD is available through
the website.
An educational film explaining all the points in the
Bulldog Breed Standard.
www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk

Whether you wish to show your Bulldog or have him at home as the beloved pet, socialisation and
training are essential.
You will probably find puppy socialisation classes advertised at your vet’s surgery, so do go and have
fun with other puppies.
You can find local dog training classes on the Kennel Club website www.thekennelclub.co.uk
Also, why not join your local Bulldog Club. Go to the Bulldog Breed Council website
www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk—under Contacts you will find the contact details of all the Club Secretaries.
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Have you ever considered Rescue and maybe rehoming a
Bulldog.

We have 2 Bulldog Rescue Charities:
Bulldog Rescue

Both of these charities do amazing work on behalf of the Bulldog Breed. Unfortunately this year,
their fund raising activities have been severely disrupted due to the Covid pandemic.

For details on how to contact them, or to make a donation, please go directly to
their websites.

Do you need specific advice about a condition or problem your bulldog displays?
Bulldog Rescue are putting together a Bulldog Guide, aimed primarily at those that adopt
dogs from us with specific issues, it's hoped that this section of our web site will go a long way to
help all bulldog owners around the world. This Free Guide will be updated with articles on a regular basis and we want to know what you want to know.
In the pipleline




Living with an epileptic Bulldog
Living with an incontinent Bulldog
Our Guide to avoid your dog being stolen

What would you like to add? Just go to the Bulldog Rescue site, and let them know.
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