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Bulldog Clubs are organising lots of shows and events this year. 

You can find the details in the front section of this publication. 

Do come to the shows, whether you are a Bulldog owner, looking 

for a puppy or just love the breed. 

We would love to see you and discuss all things BULLDOG 

The Bulldog Breed Council is working very closely 

with the Kennel Club to improve the health of the 

Bulldog. 

 

Make it a priority this year to join a Bulldog Club and 

get your Bulldog health tested using the Bulldog 

Breed Council Health Scheme. 

 

All the details of this three tiered scheme can be 

found on the Bulldog Breed Council website under 

the ‘Health’ tab, as well as on Page 10 of this      

Gazette. 



 

2 

BULLDOG BREED CLUBS AND SHOWS  

Club Secretaries details are on the Bulldog Breed Council website: 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

Bath & Western Bulldog Club  

Open Show  

Date: Saturday 23rd April 2022 

Judge:  Mr Martin Jones (Daubhill) 

Venue: Three Counties Showground Malvern WR13 6NW  (Following WELKS) 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 25th September 2022 

Judge: Mrs Alicia Salkheld (Salkysbully) 

Venue: TBC 

            

 

 

Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog Club 

 

Open Show:  

Date: Thursday 5th May 2022  

Judge: Ms Rachel Collie (Thornford) 

Venue: County Showground, Stafford ST18 0BD     

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 4th December  2022 

Judge: Ms Emily Tearle (Terlingfair) 

Venue: Willenhall Chart WV13 2NS    

 

 

 

Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club  

Open Show:   

Date: Friday 24th June 2022 

Judge: Mrs Claire Parker (Albionpride) 

Following Blackpool Championship Show 

 

Open Show 

Date:  Saturday 8th October 2022 

Judge:  TBA 

Venue: 

Bulldog Day UK  

Date: Sunday 5th June 2022 

Venue: Newark Showground NG24 2NY  

Annual event for all Bulldog lovers with profits going to 

Bulldog Rescue and Rehoming Trust.  Fun classes,      

doggy shopping experience and  advice.  But most of all  

FUN with your Bulldog  

More details to follow. 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x228752005738385428&id=YN1029x228752005738385428&q=Willenhall+Chart&name=Willenhall+Chart&cp=52.58504104614258%7e-2.0573055744171143&ppois=52.58504104614258_-2.0573055744171143_Willenhall+Chart


 

3 

  
British Bulldog Club 

 

Open Show & Gold Medal Puppy Competition:   

Date: Sunday 17th July 2022 

Open Show Judge:  Mr Vicente Molés Vilar (Meljane) 

Venue: Shirland Village Hall Main Road Shirland Derbyshire DE55 6BB  

 

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 20th November 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Sonia Saxon (Bagibeli) 

Venue: TBA 

AGM to be held 2 p.m. Sunday 20th February 2022. Details from Hon. Sec 

Bulldog Club Incorporated 

Championship Show   

Date: Saturday 5th March 2022 

Judge:  Mrs. Liz Cartledge (Ryslip) 

 

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 15th May 2022 

Judge:  Mrs. Melanie Reed Peck (Byquy) 

 

Open Show & Bulldog of the Year 

Date: Saturday  26th November 2022 

Judge: Mr Tom McCash (Taybull) 

Venue for all three shows: Inspire Sports Hall, Butterfield Green Road, Luton LU2 8DD 

Bulldog Club of Scotland 

Open Show   

Date: Sunday 8th May 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Amanda George (Avaword) 

 

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 22nd October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Carol Freshney (Bullenca) 

Venue:  Middlebie Community Centre Middlebie Lockerbie DG11 3HT 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x6089216447880935306&id=YN1029x6089216447880935306&q=Inspire+Luton+Sports+Village&name=Inspire+Luton+Sports+Village&cp=51.90800857543945%7e-0.39259299635887146&ppois=51.90800857543945_-0.39259299635887146_Inspire+Luton+Spo
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Bulldog Club of Wales 

Championship Show 

Date: Sunday 13th February 2022 

Judge:  Mr T Tuesley (Kerkade) 

Venue:  Grange Leisure and Community Centre Grange Drive, Swindon. SN3 4JY  

 

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 5th October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Rita Simoncsik (Kupakos) 

Venue:  

 

East Midlands Bulldog Club 

Open Show  

Date: Sunday 17rd April 2022 

Judge: Mr  David Martinez 

Venue: Kegworth Village Hall Nottingham Road Kegworth DE74 2EH  

 

Championship Show:  

Date: Sunday 9th October 2022 

Judge: Mr Dave Tanner 

Venue: Tomlinsons Upper Grange Farm Ratby Lane, Markfield LE67 9RJ  

 

Junior Bulldog Club 

2 x Open Shows 

Date: Sunday 3rd April 2022 

Judges:  Ms Terrie Philipps (Rokoluck) 

                Mrs Emma Lee (Milasha) 

Venue: Fairlands Community Centre Guildford GU3 3NA 

Championship Show 

Date:  Saturday 15th October 2022 

Judge : Mrs Ann Waters (Cholto) 

Venue: 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1020x256283888&id=YN1020x256283888&q=Kegworth+Village+Hall+Pre-School&name=Kegworth+Village+Hall+Pre-School&cp=52.8360481262207%7e-1.2772330045700073&ppois=52.8360481262207_-1.2772330045700073_Kegworth+Village+Hall+Pre-School
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x12963685391374624160&id=YN1029x12963685391374624160&q=Tomlinsons+Boarding+Kennels+And+Canine+Centre&name=Tomlinsons+Boarding+Kennels+And+Canine+Centre&cp=52.67743682861328%7e-1.2746087312698364&ppois=52.67743682861328_-1.
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London Bulldog Society 

Open Show 

Date: 12th June  2022 

Judge: Steve Parker  (Albionpride) 

Venue Larkfield Village Hall New Hythe Lane, Larkfield ME20 6PU  

 

Limit Show  

Date: 23rd October 2022 

Judge: Sue Sibbick (Treasurabull) 

Venue Larkfield Village Hall New Hythe Lane, Larkfield ME20 6PU  

Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club: 

Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club will celebrate 125 years 

Championship Show : 

Date: Saturday 5th February 2022 

Judges : 

 Dogs: Bill Roberts (Isgraig) 

 Bitches:  Shelia Roberts (Isgraig) 

 Referee: Brenda Price (Esclusham) 

Saturday Evening  Fancy Dress   Ball Gown Masquerade 125yrs Party Celebration  

Open Show : 

Sunday 6th February 2022 

Judge Luca Bisignano 

Venue: Holiday Inn Runcorn  

Limit Show : 

Date: Saturday 7th May 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Alina Neiman (Kinlockbulls) 

Venue:  

Northern Bulldog Club 

Open Show 

Date: Sunday 20th March 2022 

Judge: TBA 

Venue: 

AGM 8th March 2022 to be held at 8 p.m. at the Scout Hut, Hyde. 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1064x196476108&id=YN1064x196476108&q=Larkfield+Village+Hall&name=Larkfield+Village+Hall&cp=51.30651092529297%7e0.4411099851131439&ppois=51.30651092529297_0.4411099851131439_Larkfield+Village+Hall
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1064x196476108&id=YN1064x196476108&q=Larkfield+Village+Hall&name=Larkfield+Village+Hall&cp=51.30651092529297%7e0.4411099851131439&ppois=51.30651092529297_0.4411099851131439_Larkfield+Village+Hall
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Northern Ireland Bulldog Club  

 

 

DETAILS OF 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON 

Northumberland & Durham Bulldog Club  

Limit Show:  

Date: Sunday 31st July 2022 

Judge: Mr Stephen Lee (Milasher) 

 

Championship Show:    

Date: Friday 16th September 2022 

Judge Mr Paul Reynolds (Biddle) 

Following Darlington Championshio Show 

 

Open Show 

Date:  Sunday 13th November 2022 

Judge: Mrs Victoria Paul (Blondello) 

Venue: TBC 

 

Pennines Bulldog Club  

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 27th March 2022 

Judge: Ms Katherine Rose Kenyon (Atomstone) 

Venue: Speedwell Rooms, Chesterfield S43 3JL 

 

Open Show 

Date: Sunday 6th October 2022 

Judge: TBC 

Venue: TBC 
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Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 1st May 2022 

Judge:  Mr David  Bell, (Pendlebriar) 

Venue: Kentisbeare Village Hall Kentisbeare. EX15 2AB  

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday August 7 2022  

Judge: Ms Ewa Larsson, (Britisher) 

Venue Following Utility Day Paignton & District Fanciers Association Westpoint 

Arena Clyst St Mary, Exeter EX5 1DJ   

 

South of England Bulldog Society 

Championship Show:  

Date: Saturday 4th June 2022  

Judge Mr Ralph Taylor (Hillplace) 

Venue: Newbury Showground Thatcham RG18 9NU 

Open show:   

Date: Sunday 28th August 2022  

Judge:  Mrs Hayley Dodwell (Asharlo) 

Venue: Cabham Village Hall, KT11 2LU 

AGM 20th February 2022 The Selsey Centre Chichester West Sussex  

Subs due to Secretary please, plus committee nominations 

Yorkshire Bulldog Club  

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 11th June 2022 

Judge: Mr Chris Bracken (Bradiebe) 

Venue: TBC 

Championship Show 

Date: Saturday 19th November 2022 

Judge:  Miss Brenda Price (Esclusham) 

Venue: TBC 

https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Westpoint%20Exeter&satid=id.sid%3A3db91631-0baa-4718-0514-fcfac9451720&ppois=50.71299743652344_-3.4406299591064453_Westpoint%20Exeter_~&cp=50.712997~-3.44063&v=2&sV=1
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London Bulldog Society 

Championship show 

Sunday 16th January 2022 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Championship Show on 16th January 2022. 

Luckily the hall was large and well ventilated making it feel safe and comfortable for     

everyone. 

We received some really kind comments especially for the complementary hot drinks and 

pastries , it was certainly good to be back .  

Our judge Ryan Rodgers of the well known Belushi kennel at this his first breed club 

championship show stepped into the ring with a confident and dignified approach finding 

his principle winners in :  

         London Bulldog Society  

 

 

 

BITCH CC & BEST IN 

SHOW                     

Haddad's, Proud To 

Be One Del Caliborso  

DOG CC, RESERVE BEST IN 

SHOW, BEST  OPPOSITE SEX        

Eaton's CH Ricatori               

Redesigned .  

BEST PUPPY DOG   

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW 

Gillett's Mireman Nano 

(naf)(taf)  

RESERVE BITCH CC 

Parker's Albionpride Miss 

Furtado  

RESERVE DOG CC     

Goodwin's Forget Me 

Never  

BEST PUPPY BITCH           

Bannisters Andlare 

Skally Wagg  



 

9 

HEALTH CORNER 

DETAILS OF THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL HEALTH TESTING SCHEME 

Aim of the Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation Scheme. 

 

 To promote the health and well being of the Bulldog. 

 To promote healthy breeding practice. 

 To enable data collection, to monitor current issues of the Breed and to compare with the past 

 and to make improvements in the future. 

 To Educate both Breeders and Pet Owners. To reward their participation in the scheme by 

 achieving Bronze, Silver and Gold awards. 
 

HISTORY OF THE SCHEME 

In 2006 the Bulldog Breed Council Health certificate was first developed as a breeding tool. 

 

We had meetings at the Kennel Club who asked what plans we had to improve the health of the breed so it was 

developed with input from the Breed Clubs as a voluntary assessment, with no pass or fail. 

The aim was to identify health problems, so efforts could be made to help breeders and pet breeders not to 

breed two dogs sharing the same health problems or issues.  

It was meant to be particularly helpful for newcomers to the breed. 

 

As we move on to the present day, the Bulldog Breed Council is now revising their health Certificate to incorpo-

rate the  Kennel Clubs Breed Watch Items.  The Bulldog is now one of the Kennel Clubs High Profile Breeds 

(Category 3).  

Particular points of concern for individual breeds may include features not specifically highlighted in the breed 

standard including current issues.  

In some breeds, features may be listed which, if exaggerated, might potentially affect the breed in the future. 

 

Prior to 2014 the details were derived from a combination of health surveys, veterinary advice, a meeting of 

Kennel Club Group judges, feedback from judges at shows or consultation with individual Breed Club(s)/

Councils via the Breed Health Co-ordinators. 

 

From 2014 the structure of Breed Watch allows for a greater involvement by judges in the reporting on and 

monitoring of the points of concern.  
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HEALTH CORNER 

DETAILS OF THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL HEALTH TESTING SCHEME 

HOW TO HEALTH TEST YOUR BULLDOG 

 

 Make sure your Bulldog is Kennel Club registered 

 Make sure your Bulldog is microchipped/tattoo marked 

 Your Bulldog must be at least 12 months old for Bronze /  Silver level and 24 months old 

for Gold level. 

 

Now go onto www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

 

 Go to the Health page: click on Health. Go down to Health Scheme page. 

 This page has all  you need to know. 

 Yellow: Full criteria of our Health Scheme (read through thoroughly) (click on     

arrow to open) 

 Red: these are the forms you need to download and take with you to the vets. 

There are two forms, download both. (click on arrow to open) 

 Blue: This is the payment page (click on arrow to open)  Fill in form with all the  

details requested (failure to do this can result in your form being delayed as this is a 

cross reference form for payment and spelling check.. Proceed to Payment. 

 Click on Health Certificate button and go through to ‘cart’. Pay by Paypal (Friends) to 

complete your purchase. 

 Green (click on arrow to open) . Go to the bottom of the page where there is a map 

with all our current vets that are participating our scheme. (You MUST use one of these 

vets. Failure to use these vets will result in your form not being processed) NOTE: Due 

to Covid legislation and restrictions you may find there are vets who are no longer 

on the scheme or unable to take new clients—please email the Bulldog Breed 

Council for advice. 

 Now take your Bulldog to one of the participating vets. 

 You only need to pay £5.00 once per dog to cover all  levels. 

CHECK LIST 

This is what needs to be sent in with each level you want to participate in. Failure to do so 

will result in a delay in your Certificate being sent to you.  Please allow up to six weeks for 

the return of your Certificate. 
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HEALTH CORNER 

DETAILS OF THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL HEALTH TESTING SCHEME 

HOW TO HEALTH TEST YOUR BULLDOG 

BRONZE 

 Vet to fill in form.  You keep a copy and send a copy to the Breed Council Administrator (details on 

the website www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk) 

 Send Proof od Payment. 

 

SILVER: 

 Send the Bronze Health Certificate number (if doing Bronze & Silver together, no need) 

 Send a copy of HUU results, either a copy (not original) of Certificate for HUU or of the Bulldog 

registration form from Kennel Club proving both parents are HUU clear or hereditary clear. 

 Send a copy (not original) of the Respiratory Function Grading  Scheme results. 

 

GOLD: 

 Send the Bronze and Silver Certificate number in (if doing Bronze, Silver and Gold together, no 

need) 

 Copy of your BVA  or ECVO  eye examination (not original) 

 Copy of your heart auscultation examination (not original) 

 Send a copy (not original) of the Respiratory Functional Grading scheme results. 

 

GOLD STARS:  

 All Gold Stars need to be applied for.  If you Bulldog has qualified for a Gold Star you must inform 

the Administrator with proof / copies of the appropriate documents. 

 

The Breed Council wishes to draw this to your attention: 

The Bulldog Breed Council Health Scheme is intended to be an assessment of the natural health and           

conformation of the dog. 

Owners should send with their applications full details of any operations their dog has had so that it can be    

decided if this is likely to have an impact on the results of the assessments. 

Depending on the level applied, many things are not likely to be considered relevant and will not affect the    

issuing of a Certificate.  However if information is not disclosed and at a later stage any dog is found to have 

undergone surgery that could have altered the results of any test, e.g soft palate reduction, surgery for           

entropion and others, the Breed Council may decide to withdraw any awards given. In extreme circumstances 

the Breed Council may decide on a period of exclusion for an owner from participation in the scheme. 
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HEALTH CORNER 

DETAILS OF THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL HEALTH TESTING SCHEME 

CRITERIA TO REACH EACH LEVEL 

BRONZE LEVEL 
 
All Bulldogs to be tested from 12 months. 
  
All examinations indicated on the Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation form are non-
invasive. 
  
All dogs to be assessed by one of the Bulldog Breed Council Approved Vet 
  
A Bronze Health Certificate will not be awarded if the dog does not meet the following criteria: 
  
 Heart – referred to a cardiologist (if any abnormality found). 
 Eyes – with any conditions that are detrimental to the dog’s health. 
 Any sign of aggression. 
 Spine – any palpable abnormality will be referred for further investigation and X-ray. (eg: Spina 

Bifida) 
  
If the information is not clear and is any way questionable, the anonymous form (identified only by 
certificate number) will be presented to Bulldog Breed Council whose decision is final. 
  
Once the dog has achieved a clear form without the issues listed above, the Bronze Level Health 
Certificate will be issued and sent to the owner it will also be listed on the Breed Council website. 
All data collected from the Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation Form, will be used at the 
Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation meetings for future surveys and general health infor-
mation. (all certificates will be identified by number only) 
 

SILVER LEVEL 
  
All examinations indicated on the Bulldog Breed Council Health & Conformation Silver Certificate are 
non-invasive. 
 
To apply for the Silver Level the following requirements have to be met: 
NO EXTRA FORM IS NEEDED, JUST THE RESULTS OF THE FOLLOWING : 
  
 To have been awarded a Bronze Level Certificate. 
 Clear results on eye examination recorded. 
 To have Putnam Test  (Grade 0-1) 
 To have an HUU DNA test of Clear/ Carrier (certificate copy sent in, which includes 
  Microchip/tattoo number) 
 To have obtained a RFGS (Grade 0,1,2 (BOAS)) 
 No adverse tail problems (inverted or lack of tail will fail Silver level) 
 Any undesirable characteristics as applied by the Breed Standard. 
 Not to be monorchid or cryptorchid. 
 Not to have blue or green eyes. 
 Not to have colours not recognised. 
 Not to be a Dudley 
   

Once the dog has achieved all the above, a Silver Level Health & Conformation Certificate is    
issued and sent to the owner it will also be listed on the Breed Council website. 
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HEALTH CORNER 

DETAILS OF THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL HEALTH TESTING SCHEME 

CRITERIA TO REACH EACH LEVEL 

 

GOLD LEVEL 
 
 All Bulldogs to be over 24 months. 
 
NO EXTRA FORM IS NEEDED, JUST THE RESULTS OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 To have been awarded both the Bronze and Silver levels. 
 BVA or ECVO eye Scheme – copy of certificate. Clear results on eye examination recorded. Test to 

be done at 2 years of age or over. 
 Heart screening by qualified Auscultation Approved Veterinary Surgeon. (Grade 0) 
 RFGS (BOAS) (Grade 0,1) **changed on 29/9/2016, 01/07/19 see below** 
 Copies of the certificates which include Microchip/tattoo number of all the tests to be sent in.  
  
Once the dog has achieved all the above, the Gold Level Health and Conformation Certificate is issued 
and sent to the owner it will also be listed on the Breed Council website. 
 
**Note: Cambridge University Veterinary College have established a grading system for Bulldogs as 
from 21.09.2016. 
 
From 01.07.19 the Bulldog Breed Council Health and Confirmation Scheme will include the RFGS 
(BOAS) on the silver level as well as the Gold level.  
 
To qualify for the Gold the RFGS grades should be done at 2 years or over. 
  
  
We understand that most people would not willingly put their dogs under general anaesthetic, but if the 
situation does arise, the results of the following tests and the data they would provide would be         
invaluable to the future of the breed. 
 

GOLD STARS  
 
will be awarded for: 
 
 Trachea measurements. 
 
 Spinal X-Ray (Thorax area). 
 
 Heart Doppler examination. 
 
 HUU Clear 
 
 Kennel Club Stud Book Number 
 
 UK Champion 
 
 RFGS tested in the chamber at Cambridge University 

(Grade 0,1) 
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LUCKY’S JOURNEY INTO MANTRAILING 

Mantrailing is an exciting new dog sport which involves 
a dog finding a missing person. 

It is a massive game of hide and seek. The dog has to 
find a specific human scent from a scent article, which 
can be a piece of clothing, set of keys, a toy etc. 

Lucky and I started this when our Scent Work instructor 
Sue qualified as a Man Trailing         Instructor. 

We went on a 3 hour induction course. We learnt the 
foundation for man trailing which then   enabled us to 
meet up for man trailing sessions, in which we devel-
oped our man trailing skills . 

These meet ups are very relaxed and are in different environments so they can be meets up in 
woods or urban environments which allows for the dogs to trail regardless of distractions. This 
enhances their skills . 

Lucky loves the game of man trailing. 

He will eventually learn to take a scent off a car 
door handle and then find that person from that 
scent. Its amazing to watch how quickly they un-
derstand and can find a scent and then find that 
person. 

We even had one session when the trail layer 
went off and she was actually not in the place 
where she should have been so we were doing a 
blind trail and neither the trainer or I knew where 
she had gone but Lucky did and he found her. 
This again shows how amazing a dog’s nose is. 

We will be doing soon night trails which will again 
build more confidence as we will be working blind 

 

This sport builds confidence in your dog and your bond with your dog grows stronger 
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The sport is accessible to every one as it is low 
impact, which causes less pressure on joints 
than most other sports as well as physical exer-
cise. It also engages the dog’s amazing sense 
of smell and gives them an intense mental work
-out. 

The equipment you need is a ‘Y’ shaped har-
ness and a long line so it very cost effective 
sport. 

It is accessible sport to all people and dogs re-
gardless of ages and disabilities. It is a great 
way to spend time outdoors and have a fun so-
cial activity. 

If you would like to give this a go please check 

out the Mantrailing website and see where your 

local instructor is www.mantrailinguk.com 

With thanks to Emma Scannell & Lucky 

LUCKY’S JOURNEY INTO MANTRAILING 
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MANTRAILING UK 

 

 

WHAT IS MANTRAILING: 

Mantrailing is an exciting new dog sport that teaches you and your dog to hunt down a missing 

person. 

With your dog’s incredible nose and your soon to be impeccable handling skills can you be the 

perfect team in this race against time? 

DO YOU WANT TO…... 
 
 Build a great relationship with your dog 
 Increase your dog’s confidence 
 Spend time adventuring outdoors 
 Attend a fun social activity on a regular basis 
 
One of the many amazing things about this sport is it is fully accessible to all people and dogs, 
regardless of age, breed or disability. This includes dogs with confidence and reactivity issues, 
as dogs are always worked one at a time. 
 
WHY SHOULD I TAKE PART? 

Mantrailing is a low impact sport which unlike some sports means there is less pressure and 
stress on your dog’s joints. As well as providing physical exercise, Mantrailing also engages your 
dog’s incredible olfactory senses, giving them an intense mental workout. 

Most importantly it is tremendous fun for both you and your dog. You will  never tire of the         
tremendous buzz of a successful search! 

 

For all information contact:  info@mantrailinguk.com 

 

Or go onto the website : MantrailingUK | UK accredited Mantrailing instructor training  and sign up for the 
mantrailing newsletter 

mailto:info@mantrailinguk.com
https://www.mantrailinguk.com/
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DOG THEFT SAFETY TIPS 

• Think twice before leaving your dog tied up outside a shop. You will make them a vulnerable 
and tempting target for opportunist thieves. 
 
• Don’t leave your dog alone in the car, even for a few minutes. Thieves can easily break into 
your car to steal your precious pet.  

 Also do NOT leave your dogs in the boot of your car un-restrained at any time (see the 
 law). Dogs can jump out and run away. Thieves also watch for automatic boots that open 
 and strike before you are out of the car !!! 
 
• Make sure your dog is microchipped and that you keep your contact details up-to-date,       
especially if you move house or change your telephone number.  

 Dogs and puppies in the UK must be microchipped by eight weeks old, by law. 
 
• Your dog should always wear a collar and ID tag with your name and address on it.  

 his is a legal requirement when your dog is in a public place. A mobile number is also a 
 good idea, but avoid putting your dog’s name on the disc. 
 
• Take clear photographs of your dog from various angles, and update them regularly. Make a 
note of any distinguishing features. 
 
• Have lots of photographs of yourself with your dog, to help you to prove ownership if needed.  

 Train your dog to come back when called, and never let them off the lead if you are not 
 sure they will come back to you. If in doubt, use an extending lead, especially if you are 
 in an unfamiliar area where your dog may get lost more easily. 
 
• Take care when choosing someone to care for your dog if you are going away from home or 
need a dog walker whilst you go to work.  

 Use a reputable company or boarding kennels and check references for people who   
 provide dog or house-sitting services. 

At home, make sure your garden is secure and fit a bell to the gate so you hear if anyone 
opens it 
 
• Keep your dog in view in the garden, don’t just leave him outside unsupervised 
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DOG THEFT SAFETY TIPS 

• If you breed puppies for sale, take great care when inviting people in to view; ideally have someone else 

present and limit the numbers of people you allow in. 

 

• Beware of strangers asking questions about your dog 

 

• Vary your times of walks and routes; some dogs are actually targeted and snatched during walks 

 

• If your dog is lost or suspected stolen, it is important to act quickly 

 

• Report the loss to your local council’s dog warden and those in all other neighbouring local authorities 

 

• Visit places where dog walkers go such as local parks and public places and talk to people, asking them 

to keep an eye open for your dog 

 

• If you believe your pet has been stolen, report it to the police and insist it is recorded as a theft and not a 

lost animal. Ask for a crime reference number. 

 

• Report the loss/theft to the microchip database, this will ensure that if anyone tries to re-register the chip 

number, you will be informed 

 

• Make posters and display them in areas local to your home and also in relevant places such as vets,    

local parks etc. The poster should include a clear photograph and details of the circumstances. 

 

• Make sure local vets are aware in case someone takes your dog in for treatment 

• Report the loss on as many ‘missing animals’ websites as possible – there is no single national missing 

animals database, so you will have to place the same information on all of them to ensure a widespread 

appeal 

 

• Contact local animal shelters and rescue charities and send them posters to display 

 

Install CCTV Cameras and Alarms 

 

Don’t make it “too” obvious you have desirable breeds . 
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DOG THEFT SAFETY TIPS 

 If you fail to get your dog chipped (now the law) or keep the details up to date, or your dog 

doesn’t wear a tag on it’s collar while out and about and you do not claim or cannot prove 

you are the owner then your dog can be rehomed after 7 days  

 

Anyone who finds a stray dog must make an attempt to reunite them with their owner if they 
know who they are, or report them to the dog warden if they do not.  

The police are not responsible for stray dogs in England and Wales.  

If you find a stray dog and wish to keep it, you must still contact the dog warden first. If you do 

not, you could be accused of theft. 

 

Just some associated information: 

DOG KENNELS 

Establishments that board dogs using kennels either overnight or during the day must be li-
censed by the local authority. Individuals who board dogs in kennels on their own property are 
also subject to these kennelling licensing requirements. But, individuals who board dogs inside 
their own domestic homes must follow home boarding requirements. 

HOME BOARDING 

People who run a business looking after dogs in their home need a licence to do so from their 
local authority. Home dog boarders need a licence if they aim to make a profit, or if they earn 
any commission or fee. A licence is needed for home boarders whether they keep dogs in their 
home during the daytime only or overnight. 

Note: Dog sitters are people who look after dogs in the dog’s home. These regulations do not 
apply to them. 

 

https://www.bluecross.org.uk/pet-advice/missing-and-stray-dogs
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Home boarders must keep dogs within their home. Anyone who keeps dogs in a kennel 
must follow the dog kennel regulations. 

If you are searching for a home boarder to look after your dog, you can check with the 
local council that their licence is up to date. 

DAY CARE FOR DOGS 

Establishments that provide day care for dogs at a business premises must be licensed 
by the local authority.  

If you’re looking for day care for your dog, you can check with your local authority for a 
list of licensed doggy day care providers.  

The day care centre should also clearly and prominently display its licence at the premis-
es. 

PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKING 

Some local authorities require people who run dog walking businesses to be licensed.  

There is no UK-wide legislation covering professional dog walking. So, if you are looking 
for a dog walker for your pet, we recommend speaking to your local council to find out if 
relevant bye-laws exist in your area. For example, some areas restrict the amount of 
dogs that can be walked by one person at any one time. 

 

DOG THEFT SAFETY TIPS 

With grateful thanks to Anna 

Strowger—Bulldog Rescue & Re-

homing for this article 
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 Anyone breeding three or more litters in a 12 month period and selling one or 
more of the puppies, must be licensed by the Local Council in England.  

 Licences are not necessary for so called ‘hobby breeders’.  

 Licensed breeders must meet a series of minimum welfare standards. 

 In Wales, additional conditions apply, including licensing being a requirement 
for anyone keeping three or more breeding bitches. 

 In both England and Wales, it's illegal to sell a puppy under the age of eight 
weeks. 

 In April 2020 the government introduced legislation to ban sales of puppies by 
anyone other than the puppy’s breeder.  

 It is also against the law to sell pets in the street, in pet shops, at markets or in 
public places. 

 Unfortunately, there is no specific legislation governing the sale of pets online. 

 Buying a puppy is a minefield due to inadequate and out of date laws that don’t 
sufficiently protect animal welfare or consumers 

 Anyone who is an unlicensed breeder can be given a prison sentence of up to 
six months and a large fine. 

 

Law: Pet Animals Act 1951; Breeding and Sale of Dogs (Welfare) Act 1999,       

Animal Welfare (Breeding of Dogs) (Wales) Regulations 2014, The Animal Welfare 

(Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 

DOG BREEDING LAWS  
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TEETHING PUPPIES AND SAFE CHEWS  

Bulldog puppies are absolutely notorious for chewing.  You may see it as destruc-

tion when your new adorable puppy chews your leather handbag, the grandfather 

clock, every chair in the dining room and all the corners of your kitchen cabinets.  

 

Because of the tenacious and stubborn nature of the Bulldog this behaviour can 

be challenging. 

 

However, there is a reason for this:  The puppies are teething.  They are not being 

deliberately destructive, they are trying to alleviate the discomfort in their mouths 

and exploring their environment. 

 

Although difficult, try not to tell them off or frighten them with noisy distractions etc.  Behave 

as you would with any teething baby – give them something to chew to help those teeth 

through. 

  

Buy some cheap face clothes: wet, fold in half and roll into a      

sausage shape and freeze (do several). When puppy chews, their 

teeth will go into the cloth and the ice will cool their sore gums. 

When defrosted, rinse, fold, roll, refreeze and give the pup another. 

Frozen carrots are great. 

 

Please don’t give puppies anything that is too hard to chew on 

while teething, it can cause damage to teeth and jaw. Use puppy 

kongs & puppy nylabones.  

 

Bones, stag antlers, horns and hooves are not suitable or safe as a toy / chew / treat for a 

dog especially a bulldog with the unique structure of their jaw. There have been far too many 

injuries when dogs are given these, ranging from broken teeth, damaged tongues and necks.  

Cheeks have been pierced - with one dog we are aware of suffering near loss of an eye due 

to an abscess forming behind the eye. The sharp antler had pierced the upper mouth causing 

the abscess. It is known that bones, antlers, horns and hooves may split resulting in dagger-

like objects. 

 

Never, ever give your Bulldog rawhide chews – these soften, uncoil and form a long slimy 

piece of ‘leather’ which can choke the dog very easily. 

 

So, choose safe appropriate puppy chews, Nylabone or Kong and     

natural training treats, and please never leave your puppy unattended 

with chew toys. Children’s teething rings are NOT suitable for a Bulldog 

puppy!! 

 

In order to protect your home during this phase of your puppy’s devel-

opment, restrict the dog's access. Gate it in the same room as you and 

don't allow it to wander the house freely until you feel confident it won't 

chew. Gate it in the kitchen or inside its crate when you aren't home. 

 

Never leave your puppy alone for more than a couple of hours and expect a mess-free home. 
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SEMINARS AND TESTING DAYS 

Currently Available Seminars :  Mrs Christina Chapman 

 

 

 

 

19th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Puppy Development 

Oswaltwistle 

Contact Chelsey Harrison 07487 794127 

Email: chelseylorraine88@gmail.com 

20th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Critique Writing 

Nr M25 Crews Hill (Opposite Woldens Garden 

Centre) 

Contact Jacqui Haigh 0781 555 0101 

Email: lasermembershipsecretary@yahoo.com 

26th February 2022 

Requireents of a Dog Show Judge and  

Critique Writing 

Newcastle 

Contact Wendy Absalom 0775 336 4341 

Email: wendyabsalom@gmail.com 

27th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and 

Puppy Development 

Newcastle 

Contact Wendy Absalom 0775 336 4341 

Email: wendyabsalom@gmail.com 

13th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Puppy Development 

Aberdare Mid Glamorgan 

Contact Mrs L Holt  

Email: treharriscaninetreasurer@gmail.com 

9th April 2022 

Conformation & Movement and 

Critique Writing 

Birmingham 

Contact Mrs P Meacham 07982 061091 

Email: zellamere@hotmail.com 

ECVO EYE TEST  

To be held on 18th March 2022 

 At Bulldog Holidays, Hillplace Kennels, 

The Mount, Ifield Wood, Crawley, RH11 0LF  

Please email: bulldogholidays@aol.com to 

book or pm Maria Taylor on f/b limited 

spaces are available  
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FROM THE KENNEL CLUB 

FIRST TIME BREEDERS 

 

You might not think of yourself as a dog breeder but if you own a female dog (bitch) and allow her to 

have a litter of puppies you are, by definition, a dog breeder. This role comes with responsibilities to 

the bitch, and her puppies as well as to the new owners. 

Today's dog breeders have a number of different things to consider when choosing dogs to use for 
breeding, including: 

 temperament 

 breed type and characteristics 

 health test results 

 genetic diversity 

 general health of the sire and dam 
 
Responsible breeders will consider the health of their 

puppies to be a priority, which increases the probability that they will go on to live long and happy 

lives. 

 

Thinking of breeding from your bitch?  
 
Ask yourself these questions first. 
 
 Is the bitch fit, healthy and does she have a good temperament? 
 
 Can you afford to pay for the recommended health tests for the bitch prior to mating her and, 

where necessary, for her litter? 
 
 Do you know enough to help the bitch during the whelping, if necessary? 
 
 Can you afford to pay for a caesarean should the dam have difficulty whelping the litter? 
 
 Could you cope with a very large litter of, say, 10 or 12 puppies? 
 
 Do you have sufficient knowledge to rear the litter correctly, including worming, vaccinations and 

socialisation? 
 
 Do you have the time to devote to a litter until the puppies are old enough to go to their new 

homes, which is usually around 8 weeks? 
 
 Are you knowledgeable enough to advise new owners about caring for their puppies, including 

rearing, diet, training and health problems? 
 
 Would you be able to find good homes for the puppies? 
 
 Are you in a position to take back or rehome any puppies if it becomes necessary? 
 
If you have not been able to say yes to the questions above, then breeding may not be for you. If you 
decide not to breed from your bitch, then you may wish to consider having her spayed to prevent un-
wanted or unplanned pregnancies. 
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COPING WITH LOSING YOUR BULLDOG 

COPING WITH GREIF 
 
One of the hardest things that will ever happen to you is losing your bulldog; they have such a hu-
man personality and take so much looking after that it's only normal that you should feel the need to 
grieve your loss as you would any human member of your family.  
 
So many feel it is wrong to mourn a dog and certainly something that has been said to me: "It's just 
a dog". This is not only insensitive but one of the most wicked things anyone can say to you.  
 
Allow yourself to mourn and take as long as you need, some want another dog straight away, oth-
ers need to wait a long time before they feel ready to have another, but certainly one thing that hap-
pens to almost all of us is that no matter how much heartache your bulldog gave you, no matter 
how much he cost you and no matter how much his manners embarrassed you; you will almost def-
initely get another bulldog.  
 
One of the good things about having a dog with a human-like personality is that they are all differ-
ent,  although they have specific bulldog traits such as the irrational fear of hoovers, bin liners and 
carrier bags; they also have very different personalities from each other so it's almost impossible to 
replace one bulldog with another. 
  
Old age affects bulldogs the same as it affects any other mammal: arthritis, deafness, blindness, 

strokes, cancer and in some cases dementia can affect them all at some point and seeing your dog 

through his old age brings with it some real responsibility to get the timing right. Trust your instinct 

and listen to your dog.  
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HELPING YOU TO COPE: 

Every one copes in different ways, it's very easy to dwell on that last day and forget that there 

was an entire life time before that last awful moment.  

For some, talking about their dog really helps, but others finding talking too upsetting.  

You have to deal with it in the way that suits you.  

Children find it particularly difficult to come to terms with, especially if they have never en-

countered a death before.  

There is a poem – ‘Rainbow Bridge’ that may help them to make some sense of it and I've 

found in the past that asking the child to paint a picture of their bulldog waiting at Rainbow 

Bridge gives them the opportunity to put it into some kind of perspective. It also gives you a 

focal point to talk to your child about what happened.  

No matter what your religion (if any) the thought of your dog waiting for you to join them is 

very comforting.  

One of the saddest losses is on a dog that you've maybe not had for very long. It happens 

from time to time with rescue dogs, especially the older ones.  

I actually have a theory on dogs that leave their families soon after they have joined them.  

Read through the poem Rainbow Bridge - if it helps, I believe that these dogs don't leave until 

they've found the person they want to wait for.  

Sometimes these dogs have had awful pasts, or owners that were not particularly kind to 

them. Once they find you, they realise they've found the one they want to wait for. It may not 

feel like it now, but take it as an honour.  

Other dogs in your family will also miss a companion and it’s not    

unusual for them to pine or search for the one that has died. As dogs 

learn by association it often helps to change the old order so they  

become used to a different routine.  

Something that we’ve always done is to allow the other dogs to see 

the body of the one that has died, and if you plan to bury your dog in 

the garden (ensure there are no bylaws preventing you from doing 

this) allow them to attend the funeral. It helps them understand that 

the dog which has died has not simply disappeared from the face of 

the earth.  

Thankfully the memory rarely lasts long and only after a few days or weeks the other dogs will 

appear to have moved on – don’t be offended if they do – it’s instinctive to them 

COPING WITH LOSING YOUR BULLDOG 

With thanks to Bulldog Rescue 
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BULLDOG SCHOOL   
 

BULLDOG FRONTS /SHOULDERS  

 

Forelegs should be very stout and strong, well developed, set wide apart forming a PERFECT 

SQUARE never a  rectangle (see pictures) thick, muscular, large and straight, never bandy/

bowed or curved and always short in   proportion to hindlegs.  

Elbows low and placed well away from ribs.  

Shoulders broad, sloping and deep, very powerful and muscular giving appearance of being 

’tacked on‘ the body great care should be taken here. Bulldogs are not designed to walk miles 

and miles; they are not gundogs, terriers or working breeds (although there are exceptions and 

have very experienced owners and fit dogs).  

They have unique ‘tacked on’ shoulders/short front limbs and longer rear limbs and great care 

should be taken: 

Basic rules: 

Set aside at least 20 but no more than 40 minutes a day for exercising your adult Bulldog   

(puppies from 12 weeks only 5 minute walks adding an extra 5 minutes a month)  

Restrict jumping and climbing and no steep stairs.  

Bulldogs can be more susceptible to injuries due to their construction and limbs.  

They also have a high threshold for pain, which means that they may continue to run and play 

after suffering an injury, further damaging their joints or muscles.  

If you see your dog limping or exhibiting any other signs of injury, bring them inside to rest    

immediately  

Bulldog puppies need to move onto adult food from 6 months due to high protein levels in    

complete foods. Ideally the protein level of kibble needs to be between 19% to 22% maximum.  

Giving the supplement of Green Lipped Mussel Extract each day from an early age can reduce 

any inflammation and arthritic changes in joints to a minimum. Castration / early castration can 

have an adverse affect on how your Bulldog develops   

Courtesy of Bulldog Rescue and Rehoming UK          

Supporters Page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/

bulldogrescue  

Chippendale or Fiddle-

front. Bones are curved 

Narrow front with shoulders 

too tight to the body  
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 

Breeders! - this is for YOU 
 

Bulldog Rescue has always tried to work with breeders and the good ones are easy 

to work alongside.  

Those that use our Back to Breeder scheme and those that give a damn about what 

they produce have always been encouraged – even though it puts us in a minority.  

The majority of Rescues are always Anti Breeder and this has raised some eyebrows 

over the years in rescue circles – but the way I see it is that without the breeders 

there would be no bulldogs so it’s a no brainer that we should support good ones. 

The problem is – does the general public know who the good ones are? 

We have always tried to educate, those that call up asking how they “stud out their 

dog”, or when during the season they should mate their bitch before they get her 

spayd-ed (yep that’s what they say) because they think she’d enjoy being a mum, are 

given a very well rehearsed answer.  

There’s a fine line between telling someone not to be an idiot by possibly contributing 

to the badly bred dogs that stir up the media and explaining calmly and honestly 

about the risks to both their dog and the health of the pups. 

It's always been my opinion that more is needed to be out there when it came to   
people’s first thought about where to buy a bulldog puppy, so I took a quick look at 
the source of the dogs coming into Rescue over the past 2 years.  
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 

I think this gives a snapshot of where people go when they decide they want to purchase a 

Bulldog, and is an area that Breeders need to address.  

Breed Clubs need to make themselves more accessible to the public as I think that when Joe 

Public thinks Breed Club, he thinks Elistist, Show quality dogs only, closed club etc.  

Almost everyone now will go online and type in “Bulldog Puppy” 

This is what happens ….. 
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 

Before you even get to the Kennel Club or the Breed Council there’s Pet4Homes.  

I was always very anti advertising on these web sites, but to be honest I think we have reached a 
point where we are left with no choice because when you click on that, here’s what happens ….. 

 

 

These are the top 2 adverts that came up for me. A licenced breeder selling a bulldog that looks     

nothing like a bulldog and a pet owner who’s bred her bitch for the first time and quoting dogs in the 

pedigree that most of us have never heard of. 

 

We need to change the mind set and maybe not be so afraid of the Internet anymore. Even if you have 
a waiting list, we need to get the breeders breeding Health Tested, Standard colour pups at the top of 
these searches.  

So What can we do? 

With grateful thanks to Tania Holmes     

Bulldog Breed Rescue 
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Despite publicity having to explain what we are doing to help preserve the Bulldog, people are 
still buying dogs that do not resemble the Standard we should be breeding to. 

If you look at the dogs winning in the show ring you will see how, through careful breeding, we 
have kept the essential ‘breed type’ and features without losing the unmistakable look of the 
BULLDOG. 

One of our very important improvements has been to 
breed away from deep creases in the face and fore-
head, these are a feature in many bulldogs offered for 
sale. These features are not what we have been 
breeding for in Breed Standard dogs.  

Some of you may be thinking well we don’t want a 
show dog, just a bulldog that we like the look of. This is 
all very well but you will be paying much more for these 
dogs being featured as rare or exotic with no support 
and experience to answer questions as the dogs      
develop. 

Show breeders have almost 200 years of breeding experience behind them since the Standard 
was written establishing the Bulldog in the 1860s.   

They own some superb stud dogs tested for health. They are Standard colour with wonderful 
temperament which is a particular requirement of stud dogs.  

This is one of the most important features that are been proud of. From what was a fighting/
baiting dog the Bulldog became the loving, reliable companion dog we have been breeding for 
many decades. 

A look at many sales sites and glitzy website we can see the dogs on offer looking far from 
what we have agreed with the Kennel Club and Veterinary bodies as being healthy. 

Bulldogs heavily exaggerated are not healthy specimens. Heavy nose rolls as puppies may 
look cute but as adults, they are a source of irritation, soreness and pain as they become 
sweaty and inflamed. 

They need constant care daily and observation to check for any 
signs that they are heading for infection . 

A further source of pain is the way extra wrinkle and creases im-
pinge on the eyes Lose skin can cause entropion and ectropion 
and many dogs suffer in silence as they mature and this skin  
increases closer to the eye socket . 

 

Worried for our Breed 
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Weight in a bulldog should be very carefully monitored as extra pounds cause more skin      
irritation in folds and the fat on their bodies supported by comparatively short legs which 
should not be low to the ground, which should be well muscled to avoid joint issues as they 
age. 

The extra weight may also cause breathing problems as it thickens the neck. 

We have worked hard on the Bulldog tail. If it is mobile and not 
tight to the body this is comfortable for the dog. It should be 
straight but often has a kink to the side. When I came  into the 
breed there were very few straight tails, commonly they were a 
little screw that lay- people mistakenly thought was docked. 

They have never been a docked 
breed but straight downward facing 
tails were rare, now through the   
breeders in the last 15 years they 
mostly have a tail that can they can 
move to express themselves, and body language to communicate 
with other dogs. 

A tight tail is very painful to the dog. It becomes extremely sore 
and very smelly if you cannot clean under it. The operation to    
remove a tight tail is a big one and it looks brutal when first done; it 
is after all the continuation of the spine. Not all vets will undertake 
this and it can also cause damage to the anus. Generally speaking 
though a tight tailed dog will benefit from its removal. 

However, how much better for all: dog, owner and vet if the breeders realise this and keep try-
ing to achieve straight-ish mobile tails . 

The concerns I have as Bulldog Breed Council Health Co-ordinator go far beyond visual     
colour. The Bulldog conformation is suffering and reversing years of work done by responsible 
breeders and fanciers (as we were called in the old days) 

The health and temperament of any dog meant to be a companion is of the utmost importance 
and must be put above everything else . 

Many of those reading this will know and understand this but if you are looking at getting your 
first bulldog, do a little research first do a COMPARISON now I’ve drawn your attention to 
what it all means . 

Vicky Collins Nattrass 

Bulldog Breed Council Health Co-Ordinator 

Worried for our Breed 
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EARLY NEUTERING 

T h is  c o mp le te  a r t i c l e  in c lud ing  s c ie n t i f i c  re fe re n ce s  ca n  be  fo u n d  a t  https://
dogsfirst.ie/health-issues/dog-neutering/?
fbclid=IwAR2WqB4NkCgmQ6HOyRdISKlZeRyVGPbVz1WtcejMBb4lc63fFmFyVfDsksA  (Ed.) 
 
 
D O G  N E UT E R IN G  IS  AN  E MO T IV E  S U BJ E CT  F O R  WE L F AR E  AN D  P O P UL AT IO N  
R E AS O N S  B UT  L ET ’S  T AK E  A L O O K  AT  T H E  F AC T S …  
 
It is hard to find a vet today that would recommend anything but early dog neutering, certainly before they 
are sexually mature, often around six months of age. The reasons given are always the same, to prevent 
unwanted babies and long-term health benefits, including a reduction in cancer. 
 
However, the reproductive (or sex) organs play a whole host of hormonal roles that 
stretch far beyond the manufacturing of babies. Like dry food, parasite control, annu-
al boosting and casual steroid shots, these things are not without consequence for 
the patient and rarely are the consequences ever discussed with the owner. People 
should be able to make decisions based on all the facts available, not just some of 
them. So here they are.  

 
WH AT  AR E  T HE GON AD S ?  
In male mammals, the gonads are the two testes, and in females, the gonads are 
the two ovaries. 
 
WH AT  DO  T HE GON AD S  DO?  
The gonads are best known for making gametes (single-celled germ cells), which is 
sperm in males and eggs in females. These two cells merge inside the female to 
commence the formation of a baby. However, the gonads also produce a variety of 
hormones, including the female sex hormones oestrogen and progesterone; and 
the male hormones including testosterone and androsterone and males necessarily 
have some of the female hormones, and females some of the male hormones. 
 
WH AT  DO  T HE S EX  HOR MONES  DO  IN  D OGS?  
While sex hormones in males and females function primarily in the whole “sex” 
business from conception to baby birth, they also play pivotal roles in the       
maintenance of body muscle and bone growth. 
 
Testosterone: Testosterone’s dramatic effects can be clearly seen in lanky 13 
year-old boys. It controls all the typical puberty bits in males such as the growth of 
the adam’s apple, facial and body hair to the height and muscle mass of the individ-
ual. Adults’ testosterone continues to function in maintaining muscle strength and 
mass, and it promotes healthy bone density, as well as reducing body fat (one rea-
son why spayed pets can put on weight). 
 
Oestrogen: Oestrogen too, functions in skeletal growth. At puberty, oestrogen promotes skeletal 
maturation and the gradual, progressive closure of the epiphyseal growth plate (plates of cartilage at the 
end of bones, which are responsible for laying down new bone). Oestrogen also functions in maintaining 
the mineral acquisition of the bones. 

WH AT  IS  DOG  NE UT ER ING ?  

Female dog neutering or ‘spaying’ a female animal involves removing the womb and ovaries (an ovaro-
hysterectomy). Males are castrated whereby the testicles are surgically removed. This is done before dogs 
come into puberty (i.e. start producing sex hormones for the first time) which is very approximately 6 
months in males and around 9 months in females, though breed and body size play large roles here.      
General advice from the majority of veterinary circles is that responsible dog owners neuter at 6m months. 
In other countries, it is much earlier. Both operations are carried out under general aesthetic. 

 

https://dogsfirst.ie/health-issues/dog-neutering/?fbclid=IwAR29XGAymDotj1fEXI1byWXO-G4ppmGy7DyrHFOATYrOtr0NBnv7qYtucfg
https://dogsfirst.ie/health-issues/dog-neutering/?fbclid=IwAR29XGAymDotj1fEXI1byWXO-G4ppmGy7DyrHFOATYrOtr0NBnv7qYtucfg
https://dogsfirst.ie/health-issues/dog-neutering/?fbclid=IwAR29XGAymDotj1fEXI1byWXO-G4ppmGy7DyrHFOATYrOtr0NBnv7qYtucfg
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BE NEF IT S  OF  NE UT ER ING  D OGS  

The number one reason for removing the sex hormones is to prevent unwanted breeding. The major 
health benefit constantly cited is to prevent the possible occurrence of testicular cancer, perianal 
cancers and ovarian cancers. Other reasons often cited is the spread of inferior genetic traits and to 
reduce problematic behaviour including male-male aggression around females in heat and the roam-
ing behaviour of both males and females when love is in the air. 

 

T HE S C IENT IF IC AL L Y  P ROVEN  NEG AT IVE  S IDE  EFFE CT S OF  D OG        
NE UT ER ING  B EFORE  S EXU AL LY M AT URE   

The early neutering of dogs is not without it’s side effects or critics, so lets look at this issue with 
more science. 
 
1. CANCER  

It is obvious that by removing the gonads in developing animals you certainly prevent the possible 
occurrence of gonadal cancers such testicular, prostate and ovarian cysts and cancer. But if you  
ignore the fact that gonadal and mammary cancers are rare enough in the general dog population, 
dogs are known to recover very well from testicular cancer following diagnosis and castration. 
 
Furthermore while between 30-50% of mammary cancers are malignant in dogs and, when caught 
and surgically removed early the prognosis is very good. Also, while these possible cancers of your 
pet will be avoided, numerous studies show that removing the sex organs early in the developmental 
period of an animal increases the chance of bone & heart cancer. 

 
All considered, it’s very hard to argue the cancer benefits to neutering early  
 
2. ABNORMAL BONE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT  

Testosterone and oestrogen play pivotal roles in the development of muscles and bones. It stands to 
reason that if you remove testosterone and oestrogen from the vital and dramatic puberty growth 
phase there will be consequences to that individual’s height, muscle mass and bone formation    
compared to an intact animal of the same size and breeding. Studies show this to be absolutely the 
case. 
 
EARLY NEUTERED ANIMALS ARE TALLER AND AT  INCREASED RISK OF      
CRUCIATE LIGAMENT RUPTURE AND HIP DYSPLASISIA. 
 

A study in 1995 set out to answer the following theory: Oestrogen tells 
the growth plates to stop. Thus if you remove the oestrogen-producing 
organs in immature dogs, female and male, you could expect growth 
plates to remain open and the dog to grow longer bones.  
 
They found that “early spay/neuter may result in a slight increase in adult 
height”. The earlier the spay the taller the dog. 
 
A study in 1991 found that bitches spayed at 7 weeks grew significantly taller than those spayed at 7 
months and that those spayed at 7 months had significantly delayed closure of the growth plates 
than those not spayed 
. 
While it stands to reason that being taller in itself is not an issue per se, in that it is assumed with the 
removal of the gonads closure of all of the physes will be delayed resulting in longer bones, it could 
also be assumed that this longer growth would be proportional across the joint. If this was the stand-
alone orthopaedic concern in neutered dogs it may not concern us. It is when this extra growth is 
considered in relation to the increased risk of cruciate rupture and hip dysplasia. 

EARLY NEUTERING 
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EARLY NEUTERED DOGS SUFFER INCREASED CRUCIATE RUPTURE  

Thus with no oestrogen to shut it down, these animals can continue to grow and wind up with        
abnormal growth patterns and bone structure. This    
results in irregular body proportions. 
 
Chris Zink, DVM explains the problem with neutering 
males and females early and cruciate rupture: 
 
 “For example, if the femur has achieved its genetically 
determined normal length at 8 months when a dog gets 
spayed or neutered, but the tibia, which normally stops 
growing at 12 to 14 months of age continues to grow, 
then an abnormal angle may develop at the stifle.  
In addition, with the extra growth, the lower leg below 
the stifle likely becomes heavier (because it is longer), 
and may cause increased stresses on the cranial      
cruciate ligament.” 

 
EARLY NEUTERED DOGS ARE AT INCREASED RISK OF HIP DYSPLASIA  

A study by the Cornell University’s College of Veterinary Medicine  showed that both male and       
female dogs sterilised at an early age were more prone to hip dysplasia. 
 
A further study noted that of early-neutered males, 10 percent were diagnosed with hip dysplasia, 
double the occurrence than in intact males.  
 
Another study of 1,842 dogs found that dogs spayed or neutered before 5 1/2 months had a signifi-
cantly higher incidence of hip dysplasia than those spayed or neutered after 5 1/2 months of age 
 
3. Early Neutered Dogs Live Shorter Lives  
 
Waters et al. (2009) found that neutering female Rottweilers before four years of age reduces life   
expectancy by 30%. Females that kept their ovaries the longest were nine times more likely to 
achieve exceptional longevity (13+ years). 
 
The lead author of the study notes: 
Like women, female dogs in our study had a distinct survival advantage over males, but taking away 
ovaries during the first four years of life completely erased the female survival advantage. We found 
that female Rottweilers that kept their ovaries for at least six years were four times more likely to 
reach exceptional longevity (13yrs of age) compared to females who had the shortest lifetime ovary 
exposure. 

 
4. EARLY NEUTERED DOGS ARE AT INCREASED RISK OF HYPOTHYROIDISM   

When one hormone producing organ is removed, other organs will be forced to pick up the slack. 
This can over-stress an organ which can suffer as a result. Two studies both found spayed and neu-
tered dogs to be more likely to develop hypothyroidism. 
 
 

EARLY NEUTERING 

http://avmajournals.avma.org/doi/abs/10.2460/javma.2004.224.380
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19732047
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5. EARLY NEUTERED DOGS ARE AT INCREASED RISK OF INCONTINENCE  

2 studies  found early neutering increases the risk of urinary incontinence by 4-20% in females. 

Interestingly another study noted that neutering is associated with an increased likelihood of ure-

thral sphincter incontinence in males also. 

 

6. EARLY NEUTERED DOGS ARE AT INCREASED RISK OF DISEASE  

Very early neutering increases the risk of disease in dogs. A study of shelter dogs conducted by 
the College of Veterinary Medicine at Texas A&M University concluded that infectious diseases 
were more common in dogs that were sterilised at less than 24 weeks of age. 
 

7. THERE ARE BEHAVIOURAL CONSIDERATIONS WHEN NEUTERING…  

Spain et al. (2004) also noted an increase in undesirable sexual behaviours but also an increase 
in unsoundness, showing early age gonadectomy was associated with an increased incidence of 
noise phobias. I can personally testify to this from Guide Dogs. All our non-breeding training 
dogs were neutered at 6mths and sometimes there’d be five or six in a line humping each other. 
More worryingly Spain et al. (2004) noted an increase in aggression towards family members, 
barking or growling at visitors, and excessive barking that bothered a household member in male 
dogs neutered before 5 and a half months. 
 
But then again the same study found that dogs neutering dogs before 5 and a half months result-
ed in a decrease in escaping behaviour, separation anxiety, and urinating in the house when 
frightened! 
 
In another study it was found that in dogs affected with some form of cognitive impairment the 
“percentage of dogs that progressed from being mildly  at the time of the first interview to being 
severely impaired at the time of the second interview was significantly higher for neutered than 
sexually intact male dogs.” In other words, mental issues could get worse in neutered dogs. 
 
8. “SPAY” COAT?!  

There is only anecdotal evidence that desexed dogs have very wooly coats, commonly called 
“spay coat”. It seems to be an overproduction of the undercoat but until more is knows, this is 
anecdotal. 

NE UT ER ING  D OGS  E AR L Y:  CONC LUS ION  

To quote Dr. Becker: 
 
“As responsible members of society, we owe it to our communities to proactively protect our in-
tact pets from unplanned breeding at all costs. We must hold ourselves to the highest standard 
of reproductive control over the intact animals we are responsible for. 
 
Clearly, there are health benefits to be derived from waiting until after puberty to spay or neuter 
your dog. However, there are also significant risks associated with owning an intact, maturing 
pet.” 
 
In my opinion, it is quite clear that neutering your dog early, before he / she is a fully formed,  
mature adult, comes with very significant health concerns. The best advice from a health        
perspective would be to put off neutering your pet until after puberty, which is at least a year, 
though some large breeds are still maturing at two years of age.  
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https://dogsfirstshop.ie/collections/natural-supplements/products/biofunction8
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

Hello Bulldoggers, Welcome to No 6 in the Series… 

We hope you are enjoying our column.  

Happy Valentines LOVE to you, yours and your Beautiful Bulldogs. 

We went from warm sunny skies to ice and snow back in 
January!  My Bullies will not go for walkies if it’s raining, 
yet when snowing they know it’s play time!  I hope you 
have all been able to keep warm and dry. 

Polar Bullies!  Oh!  The Joys of owning a white Bulldog!  It can take ages to wash, groom 

and keep that white, perfectly white.  Just keeping the white paws and faces clean is a 

nightmare.  I have always washed mine daily with fragrance free baby wet wipes and wet 

warm flannels.  Mainly as I have Asthma and allergies, the less flying fur and pollen in the 

house the better my breathing is!   

As long as a tasty healthy treat is involved, they soon get used to a daily clean.  Keep those 

cute kissable faces clean with their folds and ears requiring a lot of attention and care.  The 

more you can manage the lovely Bullies enjoy daily wipes the less you have to bath them!  

That can be fun or HELL!  

Personally, I have always loved a Red and White Bulldog.  My 
first Bulldog “Ricky” AKA Marash the    Maverick (Hence my 
Kennel name – Maverickbull) and Maverick Celebrity Bulldogs.  
Ricky was a typical “Churchill” Bulldog and I am always grate-
ful to Kelly Lawson and Gina Thorpe for the love and learning 
they gave me from the Millennium onwards, when we brought 
our first Boy to even today, 22 years later, still great friends 
and Bulldoggers furever! 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

As promised, when we meet Celebrities!   

We were invited onto Britain’s Got Talent as part of a DOG-A-LIKES bit of fun for Simon Cowell 
and the Judges.  Off course I jumped at the chance. 

King was to be David Walliams Dog-a-like!  When we arrived, we received our David Walliams cos-
tume for King.  Even though I had given his precise measurements, off course he is a BULLDOG 
and the “Suit and tie” did not fit!  Back to the dressing room with the Seamstress undoing seams, 
making splits in the suit and adjusting and tie on an elastic band that would not go over his head! 
LOL! 

Poor King, then into the Studio for rehearsals with Stephen Mulhern, who is hilarious!  There were 3 
other Dogs, a lovely Husky for Simon Cowell who actually really looked like Simon!  A really cute 
Shih-Tzu for Amanda Holden, an Afghan Hound for Alesha Dixon, who was stunning but the owner 
was a right nightmare, and hogged the red carpet!  Don’t worry we soon outshone her!  
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

After rehearsals off to lunch, a quick walk outside for King first and I was watching Simon Cowel 
arriving and not looking at King!  Totally distracted King had a wee up a fence post, the poor lady 
behind the post queing for the Audience, her foot and shoe was covered in Kings wee!  I was em-
barrassed and had to go to the gate to ask security to pass the lady my wet wipes!  We made a 
hasty exit back to the green room!  I can laugh now but at the time I was hoping that Simon Cowell 
did not see any of that lol! 

During rehearsals, we were meant to take the Dogs to the Judges where they sat, but live, David 

Walliams saw King and was out of his seat and next to us on the floor for King Cuddles.  We were 

all laughing as the Judges were fussing the Dogs and asking us questions.  The Exec Producer 

was trying to stop the mayhem but they ignored him thankfully, it was brilliant.  During the com-

mercial break, they would not leave us alone and stayed with us fussing and kissing the Dogs, 

they are all real dog lovers.  David said he was upset a King was better looking than him, I had to 

agree.  

After the Show Simon came up to us all and thanked us, shook our hands.  OK I have to admit 
this, there and then I kinda fell for Simon, he was very intense, holding my hand and looking into 
my eyes as telling me he went to College in Dover and loved the beach, I was just nodding and 
giggling like a School girl.  He definitely has something about him! 

Not only did we have a fantastic time on the Show, but we also got to meet all the contestants and 
a very special winning Act that year, Jules with her Collie Dogs Chase and Matisse.  Jules won the 
£250,000 but the was uproar as the public felt cheated that she has two Dogs! 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

Apart from meeting all the lovely Judges, we also met Dame 
Barbara Windsor on a comfort break for King!  This was the 2nd 
time we had met her.  (I will tell you about that another time).  
HRH Babs is so lovely, all her family had Bulldogs in the East 
End, she did tell me their names but I just can’t remember.  A 
wonderful and charming Lady. 

Please excuse the state of me, this was during rehearsals     

before hair and makeup! 

The other surprise after the exciting weekend is that I was     
relaxing cuddling the Bullies watching ITV This Morning and 
there pops up Stephen Mulhern, telling Phil and Christine   
Lampard all about the fun on Dog-A-Likes!  A double whammy 
for us! You can watch Dog-A-Likes here:-The Judges meet their dog-
a-likes | Semi-Final 3 | Britain's Got Talent 2015 - Bing video  

I refused a kiss from David Beckham! 

Well, this was a very special one for me and the last Gig we did before lockdown!  The man 

was a complete delight however, I can only show you the photos without him as we are sewn 

up tight with NDA’s with Saatchi and Saatchi!  You don’t mess about with them! 

 

We got a call for a big advert with huge Celebrity in London, we need a Bulldog in a hand-

made tailored suit.  A hand tailored suit for King and I was already there, then when they said 

oh it’s David Beckham I had hit the jackpot!  A Bulldog loving Celeb!  Off we trot at 5am to 

London, got stuck in the Blackwell Tunnel for 20 mins but just made the shoot by 7.30 am.  I 

had arranged that we had parking right outside the Shop.  I know what London Parking can be 

like and I did not want to walk all around the streets dirtying King!   

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bgt+dog+al+likes&view=detail&mid=E6311B10097155B5E332E6311B10097155B5E332&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=bgt+dog+al+likes&view=detail&mid=E6311B10097155B5E332E6311B10097155B5E332&FORM=VIRE
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It was a beautiful men’s tailor, the one that was the set for the Kingsman’s Film.  (I must go 

and see the new Kingsman film at the cinema)!  Anyway, the advert was for The Londoner 

Hotel in Macau, China.  David Beckham is in all their adverts and they also have a Bulldog- 

loving Gordon Ramsey restaurant there. 

For two days the week before we had to drive to Shoreditch, London for the tailoring and fit-

ting of King’s suit!  This was a complete pain but the fee was £1,000 and it was David Beck-

ham after all! 

The suit and union jacket waistcoat were already there and the whole place was filled with 
Chinese people.  After a quick wee break with King off we went upstairs to the shoot.  We had 
to practice with a Beckham look-a-like for lighting, photos and video clips.  King was amazing 
but I made sure he had a break half way through, plenty of water and snacks to keep him    
occupied. 

Then finally, David arrived and the place fell silent!!!  It had been so noisy, everyone just 

smiled at him, poor fella.  So, in my best Cockney!  “Oi Dave you alright mate?”, he made a 

bee line straight to me with open arms and a huge smile.  Like he knew me!  I think he was 

just so grateful of a friendly face it must have been so awkward for him. 

Arms ready for a hug and lips pursed and I had to put my hand up and say “NO!  DAVID!  NO!  

I am covered in Dog hair and Pork Sausage fat mate!  Lovely to meet you babes but you will 

get covered.”  He let out a huge laugh and a wink and slapped me on the shoulder and said 

“OK OK, not often I am refused a kiss!”  Then straight to my King who had been such a good 

boy all morning.  He gave King kisses and fuss and as a Bulldogger knew   exactly where to 

give him rubs.  David and King went on to fuss each other for about 5 minutes before the Exec 

Producer gently pulled David away and asked wardrobe to get rid of dog hair  from David’s 

beautiful Dinner Suit!  HA HA! 

He was there was for 30 minutes and on leaving, he told King how lovely it was to meet him 

and King held out his paws for him and the Chinese all went Awwwwwww!  David held my 

shoulders and air kissed me and I was laughing so much and just said “Fantastic mate, see 

you later babes!”  OMG!   

Then Covid hit, so I do not suppose China used it, I am still hoping they will one day, then I 

can show you his photo’s I am so very proud of King he was a complete professional all day 

long, unlike his Mumma!  

Here is some more information and a bit more of Beckham… 

The Londoner Macao | Macau Hotel | Official Website 
 
https://assets.sandsresortsmacao.cn/content/londonermacao/videos/

Big_Ben_1280x720_15s.mp4 

https://assets.sandsresortsmacao.cn/content/londonermacao/videos/v2/Website_30s_EN.mp4 

A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

https://www.londonermacao.com/
https://assets.sandsresortsmacao.cn/content/londonermacao/videos/Big_Ben_1280x720_15s.mp4
https://assets.sandsresortsmacao.cn/content/londonermacao/videos/Big_Ben_1280x720_15s.mp4
https://assets.sandsresortsmacao.cn/content/londonermacao/videos/v2/Website_30s_EN.mp4
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog 

Lil Belle on Wilko Products…  

All these photos came from a fantastic photo shoot we did with the Puppies.  Lil Belle 

seemed to be picked for all this sort of work and we have 1000’s of photos of them all, but 

Belle often looks like she is having the best time to me? 

It still surprises me today how 1 photo can go so far and for so many years and I love that. 

 

Next Month we have some Crufts fun and frolics as well as more meeting more celebrities 

Bulldog style! 

Below is one of my favourite photos of Angel Star on my bed holding my arm so tightly telling 
me she loves me while I sing Elvis Presley’s Angel to her.   

To me this is true Bulldog love and we wish you and your Bulldogs a very happy Valentines.  
Until next month I will leave you with this:- 

With grateful thanks to Karen Chamberlain 
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The Bulldog Breed Council DVD is available through 

the website. 

An educational film  explaining  all the points in the 

Bulldog Breed Standard. 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

 

 

Join the Bulldog Breed Council Education Facebook Group:   

EDUCATION STATION 

Whether you wish to show your Bulldog or have him at home as the beloved pet,  socialisation and 

training are essential. 

You will probably find puppy socialisation classes advertised at your vet’s surgery, so do go and 

have fun with other puppies. 

You can find local dog training  classes on the Kennel Club website www.thekennelclub.co.uk   

Also, why not join your local Bulldog Club.  Go to the Bulldog Breed Council website 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk—under Contacts you will find the contact details of all the Club      

Secretaries. 
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Have you  ever considered Rescue and maybe rehoming a 

Bulldog. 

We have 2 Bulldog Rescue Charities:  

 

Bulldog Rescue  and The Edward Foundation 

Both of these charities do amazing work on behalf of the Bulldog Breed. Unfortunately this year, 

their fund raising activities have been severely disrupted due to the Covid pandemic. 

For details on how to contact them, or to make a donation, please go directly 

to their websites. 

Do you need specific advice about a condition or problem your bulldog displays? 

Bulldog Rescue are putting together a Bulldog Guide, aimed primarily at those that adopt 
dogs from us with specific issues, it's hoped that this section of our web site will go a long way to 
help all bulldog owners around the world. This Free Guide will be updated with articles on a regu-
lar basis and we want to know what you want to know. 

In the pipleline 

 Living with an epileptic Bulldog 

 Living with an incontinent Bulldog 

 Our Guide to avoid your dog being stolen 
 
What would you like to add? Just go to the Bulldog Rescue site, and let them know. 


