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BULLDOG BREED CLUBS AND SHOWS  

Club Secretaries details are on the Bulldog Breed Council website: 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

Bath & Western Bulldog Club  

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 25th September 2022 

Judge: Mrs Alicia Salkheld (Salkysbully) 

Venue: TBC 

            

 

 

 

Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog Club 

 

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 4th December  2022 

Judge: Ms Emily Tearle (Terlingfair) 

Venue: Willenhall Chart WV13 2NS    

 

 

 

 

 

Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club  

 

Open Show 

Date:  Saturday 8th October 2022 

Judge:  Kirsty Rudd 

Venue: Whiston  Town hall   

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x228752005738385428&id=YN1029x228752005738385428&q=Willenhall+Chart&name=Willenhall+Chart&cp=52.58504104614258%7e-2.0573055744171143&ppois=52.58504104614258_-2.0573055744171143_Willenhall+Chart
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British Bulldog Club 

 

Open Show & Gold Medal Puppy Competition:   

Date: Sunday 17th July 2022 

Puppy Competition Judges: Mrs Sue Garside, Mr Bill Johnson, Mr Stuart Lowthian 

Open to all dogs born in 2021. Enter on the Day. Judging starts at 10.00 a.m. 

Open Show Judge:  Mr Vicente Molés Vilar (Meljane) 

Venue: Shirland Village Hall Main Road Shirland Derbyshire DE55 6BB  

 

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 20th November 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Sonia Saxon (Bagibeli) 

Venue: Southwell Racecourse  Occupation Lane  Rolleston  Nottinghamshire  NG25 0TS 

Bulldog Club Incorporated 

 

 

Open Show & Bulldog of the Year 

Date: Saturday  26th November 2022 

Judge: Mr Tom McCash (Taybull) 

Venue TBC 

Bulldog Club of Scotland 

 

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 22nd October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Carol Freshney (Bullenca) 

Venue:  Middlebie Community Centre Middlebie Lockerbie DG11 3HT 
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Bulldog Club of Wales 

 

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 5th October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Rita Simoncsik (Kupakos) 

Venue:  TBA 

 

 
East Midland Bulldog Club 

 

Championship Show:  

Date: Sunday 9th October 2022 

Judge: Mr Dave Tanner 

Venue: Tomlinsons Upper Grange Farm Ratby Lane, Markfield LE67 9RJ  

 

 

Junior Bulldog Club 

 

Championship Show 

Date:  Sunday 16th October  

Judge : Mrs Ann Waters (Cholto) 

Venue: 

London Bulldog Society 

 

Limit Show  

Date: 23rd October 2022 

Judge: Sue Sibbick (Treasurabull) 

Venue Larkfield Village Hall New Hythe Lane, Larkfield ME20 6PU  

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x12963685391374624160&id=YN1029x12963685391374624160&q=Tomlinsons+Boarding+Kennels+And+Canine+Centre&name=Tomlinsons+Boarding+Kennels+And+Canine+Centre&cp=52.67743682861328%7e-1.2746087312698364&ppois=52.67743682861328_-1.
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1064x196476108&id=YN1064x196476108&q=Larkfield+Village+Hall&name=Larkfield+Village+Hall&cp=51.30651092529297%7e0.4411099851131439&ppois=51.30651092529297_0.4411099851131439_Larkfield+Village+Hall
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Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club: 

 

 

DETAILS OF FURTHER 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON 

 

 

 

 

 

Northern Bulldog Club 

 

DETAILS OF FURTHER 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON 

Northumberland & Durham Bulldog Club  

Limit Show:  

Date: Sunday 31st July 2022 

Judge: Mr Stephen Lee (Milasher) 

 

Championship Show:    

Date: Friday 16th September 2022 

Judge Mr Paul Reynolds (Biddle) 

Following Darlington Championship Show 

 

Open Show 

Date:  Sunday 13th November 2022 

Judge: Mrs Victoria Paul (Blondello) 

Venue for all three shows: Bowburn Community Associa-

tion, Durham Road, Bowburn. Co. Durham DH6 5AT.  

Northern Ireland Bulldog Club 

 

DETAILS OF FURTHER 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON 
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Pennines Bulldog Club  

Open Show 

Date: Sunday 6th November 2022 

Judge: Enrika Walker  

Venue: The Newstead Centre Tilford Road Newstead Village 

Nottinghamshire NG15 0BS  

Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club 

 

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday August 7 2022  

Judge: Ms Ewa Larsson, (Britisher) 

Venue Following Utility Day Paignton & District Fanciers Association 

Westpoint Arena Clyst St Mary, Exeter EX5 1DJ   

 

 

South of England Bulldog Society 

Open show:   

Date: Sunday 28th August 2022  

Judge:  Mrs Hayley Dodwell (Asharlo) 

Venue: Cobham Village Hall, KT11 2LU 

 

Yorkshire Bulldog Club  

 

Limited Show 

Date: Sunday 28th August 2022 

Judge:  Ramon Bonilla (Sharonbull) 

Venue: Grenoside Community Hall Sheffield S35 8PR  

https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Westpoint%20Exeter&satid=id.sid%3A3db91631-0baa-4718-0514-fcfac9451720&ppois=50.71299743652344_-3.4406299591064453_Westpoint%20Exeter_~&cp=50.712997~-3.44063&v=2&sV=1
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BULLDOGS AND FRENCH BULLDOGS WIN TOP HONOURS 

GROUP WINNER  

BLACKPOOL CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

Avaword Dottie  

Bred and owned by Amanda George 
Handled by Tim Tuesley 

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 

WESTMINSTER KENNEL CLUB 

GCHP Fox Canyon’s  

I Won The War at 

Goldshields bred by 

Sandy Fox and    

Perry Payson 

 

Group Winner and Reserve Best In Show World Dog Show 

Madrid 2022 

CH. AMEN RA PALO SECO, an ENGLISH BULLDOG bred by JOAQUIN SANCHEZ CARA  

Winning the Group Winning Reserve Best In 

Show 

JUNIOR GROUP WINNER 

WORLD DOG SHOW MADRID 

2022  
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New research from the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) reveals that the health of English 
Bulldogs in the UK is substantially lower than for dogs of other breeds, and that these 
major health issues largely remain the same as they were a century ago. Despite       
substantial recent work to discourage extreme exaggerations in English Bulldogs from 
The Kennel Club, the UK Bulldog Clubs, veterinary organisations, animal charities,     
universities and the government who are all members of the UK Brachycephalic Working 
Group (BWG), these new findings suggest that much further progress is needed in the 
UK to reduce the high rate of health issues in the overall UK population of English      
Bulldogs. This progress is critical if the future of the English Bulldog as a breed is to be 
protected. The findings of the study should motivate owners, breeders and veterinarians 
to avoid breeding and purchasing animals with extreme conformations and instead to 
promote shifting the general population of English Bulldogs towards a more moderate 
conformation with better innate (natural) health. It is estimated that 70% of UK dogs are 
not registered with The Kennel Club and only a tiny proportion (2%) ever attend dogs 
shows. Therefore, the general public have a huge role to play by choosing to only       
purchase types of dogs with moderate and healthier conformations. 

The study, led by the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) VetCompass programme,        
compared the health of random samples of 2,662 English Bulldogs and 22,039 dogs that 
were not English Bulldogs. Information was extracted on all disorders recorded in each 
dog over a single year. Overall, English Bulldogs were more than twice as likely to have 
one or more disorder recorded in a single year as other dogs. A list was compiled of the 
43 most common disorders across both groups of dogs. English Bulldogs had a higher 
risk of 24 out of the 43 (55.8%) disorders and a lower risk of 6 out of 43 (14%) disorders, 
with no difference in the risk detected for the remaining 13 disorders. These findings  
support a century of previous evidence that there are much higher health issues in     
English Bulldogs compared with other dogs. 

The English Bulldog has risen sharply in popularity in the UK over the past decade.  
However, as this study discusses, the breed’s distinctive and exaggerated features with 
a protruding lower jaw, short nose, skin folds and stocky body shape have been linked 
with several serious health and welfare issues for over a century, with breathing        
problems, skin and ear disease and eye disorders long recognised as problems in the 
breed. Sadly, many UK dog owners perceive the typical characteristics of the breed such 
as its short nose, deep facial skin folds and noisy breathing as ‘normal’ or even 
‘desirable’ novelties. This is despite changes to The Kennel Club breed Standard and 
efforts by many progressive breeders to move away from extreme conformation. In 
recognition that health and welfare problems linked to the flat-faced conformation are 
one of the UK’s leading canine welfare issues, the UK Brachycephalic Working Group 
has attempted to reduce demand for English Bulldogs by encouraging the general public 
to ‘stop and think before buying a flat-faced dog’. Other countries have gone further by 
taking legislative action to limit these welfare issues. For example, Norway has banned 
the breeding of English Bulldogs. However, this latest study offers new evidence on the 
true scale of the health issues still facing English Bulldogs. 

 

New study from the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) suggests that 
major changes are required to reduce many serious health issues 

of English Bulldogs associated with exaggerated features    
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Skin fold dermatitis was the disorder with highest relative risk in English Bulldogs, with the 
breed more than 38 times more likely to have this condition compared to dogs that were not 
English Bulldogs. This highlights the serious problems linked to the wrinkled facial skin and 
lack of tail that so many humans sadly find so appealing in this breed. Other conditions with 

particularly high relative risk in English Bulldogs included cherry eye (x26. , protruding 
lower jaw (x24.3) and brachycephalic obstructive airway syndrome [breathing problems] 
(BOAS) (x19.2). The dramatic differences in the risk of these disorders that are strongly 
linked to body shape highlights the impact of extreme body shape on the health of English 
Bulldogs. 

The average age of English Bulldogs in the study was 2.7 years, which was substantially 
younger than the average 4.4 years age for dogs that were not English Bulldogs. This      
finding is in line with recent VetCompass work showing that the wider population of English 
Bulldogs in the UK have a life expectancy of just 7.4 years which is much lower than the   
average life expectancy of 11.2 years for dogs overall in the UK. Short life expectancy is 
highly suggestive of low overall health. 

Key findings included: 

· The average age of English Bulldogs (2.7 years) was younger than for dogs that were not 
English Bulldogs (4.42 years) 

· English Bulldogs had 2.04 times the risk of diagnosis with at least one disorder than dogs 
that are not English Bulldogs 

· English Bulldogs had significantly increased risk of 24/43 (55.8%) disorders compared to 
dogs that are not English Bulldogs. 

· Top disorders with highest risk in English Bulldog included: skin fold dermatitis (x 38.1), 
cherry eye [prolapsed nictitating membrane gland] (x 26., protruding lower jaw [mandibular 
prognathism] (x 24.3), brachycephalic obstructive airway syndrome BOAS (x 19.2), cyst   
between the toes [interdigital cyst] (x 13.0), dry eye [keratoconjunctivitis sicca] ( x 12.2),      
in-turned eyelid [entropion] ( x 11.6), mange [demodicosis] (x 8.0), foot infections 
[pododermatitis] (x 4.7), skin infection [pyoderma] (x 3.5), wet dermatitis [moist dermatitis]  
(x 3.5), and dermatitis (x 3.1). 

· English Bulldogs had significantly reduced risk for 6/43 (14.0%) disorders compared to 
dogs that are not English Bulldogs 

· The disorders with the lowest risk in English Bulldogs included: retained deciduous tooth 
[retained baby teeth] (x 0.02), fatty lump [lipoma] (x 0.06) and dental disease [periodontal 
disease] (x 0.23). 

Owners who already own an English Bulldog are encouraged to monitor them carefully for 
breed-related health issues such as eye problems, difficulty breathing and skin fold            
infections, and to seek veterinary advice early. As we approach the hottest part of the     
summer, owners are warned to be extra-vigilant for signs of heatstroke in their dogs and to 
avoid exercise during hot parts of the day. Again, the message is to seek veterinary advice if 
worried. 

 

New study from the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) suggests that 
major changes are required to reduce many serious health issues 

of English Bulldogs associated with exaggerated features    
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Despite a century of awareness of the serious health issues in the breed, the ongoing 
huge demand by the public to own an English Bulldog only encourages widespread      
indiscriminate breeding of English Bulldogs with extreme conformations and poor health. 
For this reason, the current advice for anyone thinking of getting an English Bulldog is to 
‘stop and think before buying a flat-faced dog’. Maximising the health and welfare of the 
dog must override other considerations such as human whims to own a breed with an   
extreme body shape. For those owners who are still intent on purchasing an English  
ulldog despite these warnings, the advice is to to only buy an English Bulldogs with    
moderate conformation and that has been bred from parents that both showed no    
breathing problems when tested using the respiratory function grading system. Such     
action could help to avoid the UK joining the growing list of countries such as Norway 
where breeding of English Bulldogs is restricted. 

Dr Dan O’Neill, Associate Professor in Companion Animal Epidemiology at the RVC 
and lead author of the paper, said: 

“Every dog deserves to be born with equal and good innate health by having a natural 
ability to breathe freely, blink fully, exercise easily, have healthy flat skin, and mate and 
give birth. For breeds such as English Bulldogs where many dogs still have extreme    
conformations with poor innate health, prospective owners are advised to stop and think 
before buying a flat-faced dog’. 

Dr Alison Skipper, co-author and veterinary historian, said: 

“Around 1900, some Bulldog breeders were already concerned that the exaggeration of 
‘certain typical points’ was ‘intensifying predispositions to disease’ and producing ‘cripples 
and deformities’ with ‘a sadly shortened duration of life’. This new research provides 
strong evidence that modern Bulldogs remain troubled by many diseases linked to their 
body shapes, most of which have been recognised for more than a century. It confirms 
the need to prioritise health in future breeding decisions to improve the welfare of this 
popular and iconic breed.” 

Bill Lambert, Health, Welfare and Breeder Services Executive at The Kennel Club, 
said: 

“This research, funded in part by The Kennel Club Charitable Trust, enables us and all 
those who care about improving Bulldog health to understand more about these          
complicated issues. It’s important to point out that careful, responsible breeding can help 
to address health problems and progress has been made to improve and protect Bulldog 
health by those reputable breeders and caring owners who make use of evidence-based 
tools, like The Kennel Club/University of Cambridge Respiratory Function Grading 
Scheme. 

“However, as this research shows, there are increasing numbers of Bulldogs bred outside 
any sphere of influence and in a certain way because it is perceived to be ‘cute’, with little 
regard for health and welfare. A collaborative approach to tackling these issues is crucial; 
we must continue to work together with breeders, vets and welfare organisations to        
reduce and ultimately eliminate the health problems faced by brachycephalic breeds, as 
well as reduce mass demand for these dogs.” 

New study from the Royal Veterinary College (RVC) suggests that 
major changes are required to reduce many serious health issues 

of English Bulldogs associated with exaggerated features    



 

11 

The source of the shocking statement about Bulldogs is from a combination 
of information from Vets practices involved with The Vets Compass Data 
Collection and Insurance Companies, both of which deal only with sick dogs. 
No healthy dogs were included in the statistics and no reference is made to 
the percentage of the sick dogs compared to the mass population of Bull-
dogs alive in the UK. We have no confirmation that the dogs used were      
actually purebred Bulldogs. All Bulldog type breeds come under the          
umbrella of The Bulldog. 

The Bulldog Breed Council Health Scheme is to encourage breeders to carry 
out the relevant breed-specific health tests including the University of     
Cambridge/Kennel Club Respiratory Function Grading Scheme. 

Over the past 11 years that the scheme has been running we have seen a 
marked improvement in the health of Bulldogs bred by responsible and    
caring breeders who make use of the evidence-based tools available. 

Every negative comment that refers to conformation and health can be      
negated by simply referring to the Standard, it does not call for exaggeration 
in any part. The breed Standard was written to help us breed dogs that look 
like bulldogs, but also to produce healthy dogs. 

We acknowledge that there is a large percentage of breeders that are outside 
of the show population that do not make use of the breeding tools available, 
to encourage the breeding of healthy, breed type puppies. 

The Bulldog Breed Council would like to work with The Kennel Club to find a 
better means of communication to educate the public away from Social    
Media Posts advertising ‘so called’ Bulldogs of various types, colours and 
size that are purposely bred for  exaggeration. 

Vicky Collins-Nattrass, Breed Health Co-Ordinator for the Bulldog Breed Council-
Said: 

“We are fully committed to improving and protecting Bulldog health, so any new   
data which informs this is valuable. 

The Bulldog Breed Council Health Scheme is to encourage breeders to carry out 
the relevant breed-specific health tests including the University of Cambridge/
Kennel Club Respiratory Function Grading Scheme; we are working with The    
Kennel Club on various health initiatives; and are involved in the Brachycephalic 
Working Group. 

Over the past 11 years, that the scheme has been running we have seen a marked 
improvement in the health of Bulldogs bred by responsible and caring breeders 
who make use of the evidence-based tools available. We acknowledge that there is 
a large percentage of breeders that do not breed to the Standard or use the Bulldog 
Breed Council Health Scheme. Our aim is to educate the public, with the help of the 
KC, to research thoroughly and buy only from the conscientious breeders that use 
the tools available to encourage the breeding of healthy dogs.” 

 

BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL RESPONSE TO PRESS 
RELEASE 
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The Bulldog Breed Council was invited to send a representative to go on the BBC1 Sunday 

Morning Live Programme with one of the Authors of the research paper and a Vet from the 

Blue Cross animal Charity to discuss the findings of the research and address the call from 

some people that Bulldogs should be banned.  

As one of the Breed Council PR representatives I agreed to go and was then 

asked to take a bulldog with me but then came the dilemma of which one to 

take.  

I have 3 Gold Health Tested bulldogs but they are not currently being shown 

so I was worried that after travelling them nearly 3 hours taking them into a 

hot television studio if they panted they would immediately be classed as 

bad breathers by the people watching the programme even though it is     

normal for all dogs to pant if they are hot! So I decided to take Martha who is 

11 months old. She is a very calm girl normally and is a good example of a 

less exaggerated bulldog who has gold health tested parents and health 

tested grandparents.  

On the day we left at 3.30am and my Dad came with me to help negotiate 

central London. We arrived at 06.30 and had two people waiting for us to take us to the quiet 

cool room I had requested for Martha who immediately laid on her bed and began posing try

ing to find her best side for the camera later.  

Shaun, the Presenter, came to see us and we had a chat about his working cocker spaniel 

and Martha completely ignored him even when he offered her a treat.  

We went into the very hot studio for a rehearsal at 8am 

and Shaun insisted Martha sat next to him. We had    

already been told that we would have 2 questions each 

to answer but we didn’t know what they would be. 

The interview started with Dan O’Neil, one of the authors 

of the research, followed by the vet and then myself.  

It was really difficult to be able to respond to everything 

we as a breed have been working on because of the 

time frame given and I think I went ‘off script’ at the end 

to get in about information and support from Breed 

Clubs.  

Martha was a little star she looked at the moving cameras with complete distain and did not 

pant once.  

The Producer then came down to say that the interview had gone so well they were going to 

just put what they had recorded into the live programme so we were finished for the day.  

We sat and had a coffee afterwards with the vet and Dan  

The vet was amazed and commented how impressed she was at Martha as she had still not 

panted; to which I replied “these are the bulldogs we see every day - you see the bulldogs 

that are stressed at going to the vets or sick dogs.” 

Dan also said that we could have not sent a better example of the breed to send the message 

of buying puppies from responsible breeders who health test. Martha was thoroughly spoilt on 

the day and got a lovely lunch when she got home.  

‘MORNING LIVE’ RESPONSE TO PRESS RELEASE 

With grateful thanks to Sonia Saxon PR  

Bulldog Breed Council and, of course, the 

beautiful Martha 

Martha trying to find her best 

side before the interview  
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Tackling health and welfare issues in brachycephalic dogs 
 

Improving the health of brachycephalic dog breeds, and any other breed with health      
concerns, is The Kennel Club’s top priority. We are a not-for-profit organisation and have 
invested around £4 million in the last decade into research that will help to improve dog 
health. 
 
Brachycephalic dogs, or flat-faced dogs, are popular worldwide, but despite their        
popularity, many of them are affected by health issues that are linked to the shape of 
their head, such as breathing difficulties or problems with their eyes, skin or teeth. 
 
Resolving these health issues is not simple or straightforward. Find out what we're doing 
to tackle these complex issues. 

DEVELOPING HEALTH SCHEMES 

In February 2019, we launched The Kennel Club and University of Cambridge              
respiratory function grading scheme to evaluate Bulldogs, French Bulldogs and Pugs for 
a breathing problem known as BOAS (brachycephalic obstructive airway syndrome). 
BOAS is a progressive disorder that can have a life-limiting impact on affected dogs and 
can impair their ability to sleep, eat, play and exercise. 
 
Results from this health scheme can be used by breeders to carefully select their   
healthiest breeding dogs to reduce the likelihood of their puppies from being affected by 
BOAS. This health scheme is now a mandatory requirement for all Kennel Club assured 
breeders of Pugs, Bulldogs and French Bulldogs. 
 
Owners can also use this scheme to see if their dogs are affected by the condition. 
 
Further research is being carried out to see if this health scheme can be expanded to 
include assessment for other breeds. 

RAISING AWARENESS 

Our brachycephalic hub is a central source of information on anything to do with brachy
cephalic health and welfare issues, from how to buy a flat-faced dog responsibly to re
sources to help breeders breed responsibly 
Our brachycephalic health zone provides information to owners, breeders and puppy 
buyers on the health issues that may affect some brachycephalic dogs. Issues covered 
include: 
 
 Breathing problems 
 Eye problems 
 Skin issues 
 Spinal problems 
 Birthing issues 

 
We include information on the specific health issues faced by each brachycephalic breed 
in our Breeds A to Z which acts as a source of important breed information 
Our free and easily accessible film focusing on Bulldogs, French Bulldogs and Pugs ex
amines the signs of brachycephalic breathing problems, factors that can make the condi
tion worse, as well as the latest research in this field.  

FROM THE KENNEL CLUB 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/getting-started-with-health-testing-and-screening/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/getting-started-with-health-testing-and-screening/respiratory-function-grading-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-breeding/the-kennel-club-assured-breeders/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/about-us/campaigns/brachycephalic-breeds/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/brachycephalic-health-issues/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/breeds-a-to-z/
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FROM THE KENNEL CLUB 

 (See the Kennel Club Academy Youtube video – Dog Health – what is Brachycephalic Obstructive Airway) 

FUNDING RESEARCH 

The Kennel Club Charitable Trust has put £170,000 of funding into groundbreaking research at 
the University of Cambridge helping us to understand more about brachycephalic breathing 
problems. Knowing more about these complicated issues will help us develop better treatments 
for affected dogs, ultimately creating breeding resources to produce healthier puppies in the   
future. 
 
The Kennel Club Charitable Trust is partially funding vital research at the Royal Veterinary    
College, looking into the prevalence of health and welfare issues in a number of different breeds. 
The Veterinary Companion Animal Surveillance System (VetCompass) investigates the range 
and frequency of companion animal health problems by using data stored in individual comput
erised veterinary practice management systems and has produced the following research:  
 
 French Bulldogs differ to other dogs in the UK in propensity for many common disorders: a 

VetCompass study 
 Unravelling the health status of brachycephalic dogs in the UK using multivariable analysis 
 Disorders of Bulldogs under primary veterinary care in the UK in 2013 
 Demography and disorders of the French Bulldog population under primary veterinary care in 

the UK in 2013 
 Demography and health of Pugs under primary veterinary care in England 

TURNING RESEARCH INTO ACTION 

Our breed health and conservation plans (BHCPs) is an ongoing project that identifies the health 

issues for each breed and uses these finding to create an action plan on how to improve health. 

The more extreme brachycephalic breeds were some of the first to participate in this project and 
all of them now have a completed BHCP report, which includes an action plan agreed by breed 
club representatives to ensure that breeders are supported in tackling health problems and 
achieving positive health goals.  

ADVISING PUPPY BUYERS 

We provide information and guidance to puppy buyers who are thinking of buying a flat-faced 

dog on the issues faced by some of these dogs. 

INFORMING BREEDERS 

Our free online health resources, such as Health Test Results Finder and our inbreeding calcu
lators, allow breeders to select dogs that will produce the healthiest puppies possible. and have 
the best impact on long term genetic diversity and health of the breed. Our team of scientists 
continually analyse pedigree and health data to produce new resources and information that will 
help breeders to breed  the healthiest puppies possible. 

http://www.kennelclubcharitabletrust.org/
https://www.vet.cam.ac.uk/boas
https://www.rvc.ac.uk/vetcompass
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-021-00112-3
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-021-00112-3
http://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-73088-y
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0217928
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-018-0057-9
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-018-0057-9
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40575-016-0035-z
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/what-we-do-for-dog-health/breeding-resources-and-health-schemes/breed-health-and-conservation-plans/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/getting-a-dog/are-you-ready/buying-a-flat-faced-puppy/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/inbreeding-co-efficient/
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FROM THE KENNEL CLUB 

REVIEWING BREED STANDARDS 

The Breed Standards, which describe a breed’s ideal characteristics, temperament and 
physical features, were reviewed in 2009, with the input of veterinarians, to make it        
absolutely clear that physical exaggerations that are in any way to the detriment of health 
are not acceptable. 
 
In November 2021, the breed Standard for the French Bulldog was updated to further   
underline the importance of avoiding extreme features that can lead to health problems. 
The Kennel Club’s Breed Standards and Conformation sub-group, which consists of vets, 
breed experts and scientists, used scientific evidence, such as the findings from the     
University of Cambridge research, to guide these changes. 

SUPPORTING DOG SHOW JUDGES 

We raise awareness of brachycephalic health to dog show judges through training 
days and our online resource, Breed Watch. Breed Watch helps judges reward healthy 
dogs by alerting them to, and monitoring, features that may suggest, or lead to, health 
concerns. We also have vet checks at championship dog shows for all breeds identified 
as having health problems related to exaggerated features. 

Our Breed Watch Illustrated Guide is a booklet designed to help dog show judges. it  
highlights and explains how exaggerated physical features (such as excessive wrinkles or 
narrow nostrils) can affect a dog and lead to welfare concerns. 

COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS - THE BRACHYCEPHALIC WORKING GROUP 

The Kennel Club lead a brachycephalic breeds working group made up of representatives 
from breed clubs, academic bodies, veterinary associations and animal welfare organisa
tions. The group recently outlined an approach on how to improve brachycephalic dog 
health and also issued an open letter urging UK companies to stop using brachycephalic 
dog breeds in advertising and marketing campaigns. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT BRACHYCEPHALIC HEALTH AND WHAT'S BEING 

DONE? 

The Kennel Club has hosted a unique webcast to discuss brachycephalic health and what 
can be done collaboratively to ensure a healthier future for dogs. Chaired by Kennel Club 
Chairman, Tony Allcock OBE, the webcast panel comprised Dr Jane Ladlow, European 
and Royal College Specialist in Small Animal Surgery and leading BOAS researcher; Bill 
Lambert, Head of Health and Welfare at the Kennel Club; and Charlotte McNamara, 
Health and Welfare Development Manager at the Kennel Club. 
 
The panel discussed brachycephalic health, approaches across Europe, the need for a 
collaborative, evidence-based approach, including how the Respiratory Function Grading 
Scheme can help protect and improve the health of brachycephalic dogs now and in the 
future, and the importance of data collection and ongoing research into the complex 
Brachycephalic Obstructive Airways Syndrome (BOAS). 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/breed-standards/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/media-centre/2021/november/french-bulldog-breed-standard-amended/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/events-and-activities/seminar-diary/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/events-and-activities/dog-showing/judging-dog-shows/breed-watch/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/shop/health/breed-watch-illustrated-guide/
http://www.ukbwg.org.uk/
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A GUIDE TO JUDGING BULLDOGS FOR 

ASPIRING ALL-ROUNDERS 

By PAT DELLAR 

Obviously an aspiring judge would have read and attempted to comprehend the Bulldog Breed 

Standard, a most complicated and, in its time, controversial one. Would-be judges might do well 

to study Bulldogs at a show with Standard in hand, trying to observe the idiosyncrasies of this 

unique breed. 

Allrounders, although not viewed with any great joy by dyed

-in-the-wool Bulldoggers, could have a great deal to offer 

the breed.  A major service they can provide is not be      

become obsessed with a single fault or virtue as opposed to 

viewing the dog as a whole. Statements such as “You can’t 

have a back too short” or “an underjaw can’t possibly have 

too much upsweep” although understood to a degree, can 

be misleading. Overall type and balance are what to look 

for. 

When judging, the original purpose of the breed must be 

borne in mind with regard to size and weight; we are looking 

for an animal within the confines of the Standard, for weight, 

but not carrying fat. That is to say, an active and obviously 

exercised animal with condition and vitality should be sought. 

It might be asked that in such an obviously exaggerated breed, with many unusual features, why 

do I preach that allrounders should look or on overall, a well balanced animal? That again is an 

allrounder’s virtue and he or she can help blinkered breeders obsessed with a particular point. 

The Standard is at its most complicated (even with Mike Stockman’s supposed simplification) 

with regard to head. There are many faults which can go unnoticed to allrounders, which may not 

be sufficiently well explained in the Standard; twisted (wry) jaws and even wry faces (extremely 

hard to detect) often go unseen by a less experienced judge. 

The expression should be sour and convey the feeling of courage, determination and strength. 

We do not require a kind, benevolent, worried or fierce look. One point that causes much confu

sion, even amo0ng people in the breed, is the difference between the expression of a dog with 

the correct layback as opposed to a flat face (termed ‘frog face’).  Although seemingly only a 

small point, it alters totally the look of the breed.  Without layback the overall appearance of the 

head is totally wrong. 

The roach back is another point that can cause problems to an allrounder.  Although not unique 

to Bulldogs it is very hard to appreciate a feature if one is not familiar with it. We do not require 

sagging backs or ridiculously high hindquarters—if correct it looks entirely natural, not too short 

or too long, and symmetry is again the order of the day.  Ideally the tail should be straight and 

taper to a point and should not be carried above the line of the back, but the Standard does allow 

for the screw tail. 
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A GUIDE TO JUDGING BULLDOGS FOR 

ASPIRING ALL-ROUNDERS 

By PAT DELLAR 

Movement could be a complete study on its own.  Bulldogs have their own gait, which when seen 

for the first time could be regarded as singularly odd, skimming the ground with their hind feet and 

the front not losing its width.  The front provides the power not the hind as in many breeds.. 

Condition, presentation and handling have also to be considered as part of the overall picture. 

It is my opinion that most of the established allrounders at championship level make an excellent 

job of judging our breed and seem to have a very good eye for type and balance and, of course, 

soundness. 

1.  Dewlap. 2. Cheek. 3. Chops or flews. 4. Upsweep. 5. Underjaw. 6. Cushion. 7. Layback.      

8. Stop. 9. Skull. 10. Rose ear. 11. Arch of neck. 12. Shoulders. 13. Ribs. 14. Roach of back.   

15. Set of tail. 16. Thigh. 17. Hock. 18. Pads. 19. Pasterns. 20. Stifle. 21. Tuck-up. 22. Flank. 

23. Belly. 24. Elbow. 25. Brisket. 26. Heelknob. 27. Forearm. 28. Chest. 29. Point of shoulder. 

Editor:  This article was written by Pat Dellar many years ago, before the 

alteration in the Breed Standard, which has removed the word ‘roach’. The 

Standard today says ‘Lack of tail, inverted or extremely tight tails are un

desirable.’, and makes no mention of ‘screw tails’. However, Pat was an 

extremely successful and influential Bulldog breeder during the latter half 

of the 20th Century and her observations are certainly relevant today. 
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FROM THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL 

HEALTH CO-ORDINATOR 

Judging Bulldogs in Sweden 

 

After being invited in 2020 to Judge Bulldogs in Sweden, at last it was able to go ahead in 2022  

and I travelled to Sweden looking forward to the new experience in May, my first time judging using 

the European way of grading etc . 

It was also after my accident in 2020 which I always think if one was to miss a year to recover, then 

2020 was the year to be the one to miss with Covid in place and ‘lock down’’  

The show was in the North  and I’ve only briefly visited Sweden in the South from one of my Danish 

trips, my friend Inger of ‘Multum's Bulldogs’ was meeting me there so I was very happy to be at last 

flying out! 

The show was outside, I think used as a football pitch for locals, the ringside was lined with the 

small exhibitor tents, which I think is a great idea for all weathers, rain or shine, they give the      

exhibitors a base and most stayed throughout the whole show, socialising with each other and 

shelter from a small shower. The sun was behind the clouds with a breeze and I think ‘Ideal      

Bulldog Climate!‘ 

I had been sent information in English which explained the Swedish Kennel Clubs requirements 

and stating how important that health was prioritised, alongside the Standard I sought help from the 

Steward who guided me through procedure during the whole show. 

My first impression of  the dogs brought to me was they were immaculately turned out; the           

exhibitors have cleaning nose rolls to a fine art ! 

Overall, they were very much a consistent size, body length was just right, no too short backs, very 

few had long backs, this immediately gave the impression that they were Standard size and had 

uniformity. 

From the health point of view, I had the following: NO lame dogs, one  dog only with an eye  I had 

to look at twice  but was not an issue. 

No Entropion even the corners which is  common in the breed, most dogs had wide open          

nostrils, very good dark  pigment . 

The total number of attending dogs was 29  and I found no skin problems, one had a mark from a 

tick but very healthy skin . 

Jaws: I was impressed with. The curvature of  it is very important, I really think it’s the icing on the 

cake as its so important for expression and is the first thing to strike me when I look at the dogs full 

on, so jutting jaws that curve up only at the end are not correct. 

Generally, ear placements were low set and good . 

The males were obviously more masculine with thicker necks, the reach of neck is very important 

to breathing  having been identified as required in the Respiratory Function Grading tests, as car

ried out at Cambridge, but it’s always mattered to me as a balanced dog means the pleasing out

line, stuffy necks were not correct .However I found very few that I thought needed more neck and 

the bitches were ideal length. 
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This outlined to me how important it is that we think about this when judging. Males are at a 

slight conformational disadvantage because of neck in regard to BOAS . 

Another outstanding point I found was commonly throughout the whole show was ‘neat, 

tight ,well knuckled feet’! Short nails were the order of the day. I did not see one splayed foot or 

cysts . 

Movement was impressive but the grass could have been a little shorter, making it hard to      

assess .Several exhibits had an impressive  ‘breed typical bulldog roll’ I did make allowances for 

the environment surface, dips, and hollows . 

 Weight: Generally speaking, only two dogs needed to increase their weight. The  majority were 

close to Standard, but I had to advise several to lose a little, these were the only dogs panting 

heavily proving that extra weight affects the breathing adversely. 

Coat condition and colour: Good mix of Standard colours, one I thought was unusual but asking 

afterwards it seems the dog has been featured amongst the winners in many shows, and came 

into the progeny/breeder class, I felt it was dubious .The coats were nicely textured close no 

longer ‘ruff’ neck fur’ all in fabulous clean healthy condition. 

Breed points: Most had great angulation which showed in their movements, toplines were a mix 

some had  poor shaped bodies slab sides. However my Best In Show had a really perfect pear 

shaped body looking down on him I could see the pencil drawing of Jay Hutchinson of the 

downward view Standard! Several lost their toplines or were flat . 

Tails: Overall were still too tight, which I commented on as I hoped the exhibitors /breeders 

strive to improve them, there were several excellent tails, and I am not fanatical but they must at 

least be mobile to be comfortable to the dog.  A couple of gay tails which although they spoil the 

outline I much prefer to tight, as the tail is often a source of discomfort to the dogs every day 

life. Tail sets were impressively in the right place, not high which I think was a very good point 

the breeders are aware of . 

Character and temperament: They were lovely, some so obviously loving their day out moving 

freely and think only one reluctant. 

Width of Jaw: This is needed to be worked on, many mouths which looked good from away was 

disappointing on close examination, however they were true only one of the exhibits had a 

slightly wry jaw. I think the true jaws were to be celebrated!  

Stacking: The exhibitors know how to stack a bulldog, no fashionable four square stacking 

which has crept in, I could clearly see the true stature of our breed, with pear shaped bodies a 

treat to behold. 

Although warm only the heaviest dogs were panting ,I think the Swedish/Norway  exhibitors 

should be proud of their dogs . 

Vicky Collins-Nattrass  Judge .2022  

FROM THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL 

HEALTH CO-ORDINATOR 
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BULLDOG BONANZA 2022 
Bulldog Bonanza started as an idea back in 2015 to raise money for The Edward Foundation 

with it being a non profit charity we relied solely on donations from our supporters and the 

general public.  

Who would have thought that it would have become THE biggest event in the Foundations 

calendar. It takes a lot of work in planning and sourcing companies to get on board and to 

have a main sponsor for the event.  

This year myself and my co-host Amy Brooke raised over eleven thousand pounds for the 

charity. It has become my baby after 8 years of doing it it’s just getting bigger and better    

every year.  

It raises much needed funds for dogs that come in that need costly procedures. The charity’s 

vet bills each year are well in excess of £100K.  

I also run The Edward Foundation auction page 50 weeks of the year, I have over 5,000 

members on there who list items new and used for people to bid on. It’s become the bread 

and butter for a regular income for the charity.  

Mandy Howsego 

Our Edward foundation stand  

The judge with one of our volunteers 

and an EF dog  The bulldogs name is “Arry”  

(Left) is my right hand woman Amy I couldn’t do what I 

do without her (centre) is the judge my mum and I’m 

on the right xx  
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South of England  Bulldog Club Championship 

Show:  

Date: Saturday 4th June 2022  

Judge Mr Ralph Taylor (Hillplace) 

DOG CC AND BEST IN SHOW 

PT CH ALL ABOUT THE BULLS        

RAFAELLO THE WHITE WALKER 

BITCH  CC AND RESERVE BEST IN 

SHOW 

LYNMANS PARTY LIKE PATSY AT 

LINMIST 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW 

HADDAWAY HEY BULLDOG 

BEST VETERAN IN SHOW 

LINFORDPRIDE JUNO ECLIPSE 
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What a great first show for 2022 for Yorkshire Bulldog Club. I hope everyone enjoyed the show as 
much as we did, it was a lovely and relaxed atmosphere today. 
Thank you to our judge Chris Bracken we hope you enjoyed your day of judging for your first breed 
club open show.   Thank you to Emma Lee for stewarding and for also being our ‘MC’.  
A big shout out to our Committee for putting on another great show! Our new committee members did 
a great job and fitted in well, like they’d been there forever!! We hope you enjoyed it! A special men
tion is needed for Craig and Shaun for managing the cooking and kitchen in Jane and Jeff’s absence, 
you did a sterling job.  
 
Lastly but importantly - Congratulations to all principal winners today and to everyone placed today. 
We really do hope you enjoyed our show. We would welcome any feedback, good or bad to help us 
put on the best shows for you.  
 
Anjanette Jones 
 
Says the judge Chris:  Yesterday I judged my first breed club open show, the Yorkshire Bulldog club. 

And I don’t think I could have picked a better club to judge my first open show. The committee 

was absolutely fantastic and the atmosphere was also top class. I hope to one day judge a 

championship for them as they are a great committee and club and I can’t thank them enough. 

Chris Bracken  

YORKSHIRE BULLDOG CLUB 

OPEN SHOW 

JUDGE: CHRIS BRACKEN (BRADIEBE)   11TH JUNE 2022 

BEST IN SHOW 

BAGIBELI  MARVELOUS 

MARVIN AT SEEHURST 

BEST BITCH AND BOS 

ANDLARE IF’S AND 

BUT’S 

RESERVE BEST DOG 

BRUNO AT CARMOZE BRIGHT 

DIAMOND 

RESERVE BEST BITCH AND 

BEST PUPPY BITCH 

BAGIBELI DANCING QUEEN 

BEST VETERAN 

JASMIN CYMRU DANCER OF 

DAUBHILL 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/274982735937622/user/1330599350/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdA3Ti2zZXgQ4WHxSh--8LWBSc_die5_Kb_gNL3PVPSAxxgdF2whNB9CURsw9ejGHYlRxqgU7SwBPg1saFB7YW0LWlIMhhuA9bosoD--gaXFMfY60wflD2T8-0WO7In9y-ovzOYwGTGf6QvHu1HXBO-Ed6zZAZyHswv-VbAWOVTdKhbtG
https://www.facebook.com/groups/274982735937622/user/1311850512/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXdA3Ti2zZXgQ4WHxSh--8LWBSc_die5_Kb_gNL3PVPSAxxgdF2whNB9CURsw9ejGHYlRxqgU7SwBPg1saFB7YW0LWlIMhhuA9bosoD--gaXFMfY60wflD2T8-0WO7In9y-ovzOYwGTGf6QvHu1HXBO-Ed6zZAZyHswv-VbAWOVTdKhbtG
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"An eye for a dog enables a breeder or a judge to recognize, at a glance, that a particular 

dog has a combination of type, balance, the correct conformation for its breed - different 

in every breed to some extent - and the character of its breed, which combine to make it 

a high class specimen - or, if faulty, a less good one." 

 

THAT ESSENTIAL 'EYE' 

One of the major skills which an experienced breeder or judge    

acquires after a considerable apprenticeship in their breed, is the 

ability to sum up the merit of a particular dog almost at a glance, 

and irrespective of coat, condition of the animal, or its handler's 

performance. 

A newcomer to a very numerous breed has written to ask how the 

good judges can get through large classes so quickly, when there 

is so much about a dog to check on and consider. Experienced 

judges of talent have acquired "an eye for a dog". Newcomers to dog judging find it difficult 

to appreciate the value of this. It is only when they have been at the game for some years 

that it begins to dawn upon people new to judging that there are things about dogs, in par

ticular their own breed, that they do not fully understand. A few people seem never to ac

quire skill at judging. They put up, or down, dogs for all sort of reasons not connected with 

their actual merit. They appear to have political, personal or other quite inconsequential 

motives for judging as they do. Happily such judges are usually a minority and most even

tually acquire a perceptive eye for a dog. This factor is built upon observation and study 

over a long period of what is right and what is wrong in any particular breed. A good 

knowledge of the Standard and close observation of high class specimens are essential for 

success in this field. 

Daily contact 

A fancier who owns good quality stock and is a successful breeder and good rearer of 

youngsters will be likely to have a better eye for, and also to become a better judge, than 

one who is content to operate at a lower level of quality - though a great deal can be 

learned by attending shows where high quality examples owned by other people are regu

larly to be seen, and by paying close attention to the judging. One does not necessarily 

have had to own or bred a particular breed to judge it, but it certainly helps. An eye for a 

breed comes much more quickly to someone in daily contact with such a breed than to 

judges who contact them only occasionally. An eye for a particular breed or two helps a 

great deal in acquiring an eye for further varieties. The kind of thing which gives a breeder 

or judge an eye for a dog is proper understanding of the basic conformation - the bone 

structure of the breed, in particular the structure, size, proportion and function of the fore

hand and hindquarters. 

From the "IT SEEMS TO ME" series - Dog Judging 

with Tom Horner 

First published in DOG WORLD May 7th 1993 
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A breeder or judge with an eye for a dog can see at a glance whether or not a particular 

dog has a good slope of shoulder, a compatible length and placement of the upper arm, a 

correctly sloped croup and sufficient angulation at stifle and hock. In long coated breeds a 

judge has to handle these areas to discover their merit, and it pays to do so in smooth 

coated breeds too. All these points affect a dog ability to move well or badly and much can 

be told how a dog is likely to move simply by looking at these points. An eye for a dog ena

bles a breeder or a judge to recognise, at a glance, that a particular dog has a combination 

of type, balance, the correct conformation for its breed - different in every breed to some 

extent - and the character of its breed, which combine to make it a high class specimen - 

or, if faulty, a less good one. 

I recall, many years ago taking a new puppy into its first class at a championship show and 

going straight through the classes - as one would in those days - to win the CC, under the 

late Mrs Dolly Robbs of the famous and well named Cylva Bull Terriers. As she handed me 

the CC Mrs Robbs said "Why so surprised ? I knew she was winner as soon as I set eyes 

on her". Mrs Robbs had owned a very strong kennel in the early 1930's and she had the 

reputation of being a very astute buyer, a by-product of her highly developed eye for a dog. 

And yet she had not owned any dogs for some years and had not judged for a considera

ble time before making that rather dashing placement. She was not too far out in her as

sessment as the bitch became a champion still a puppy (she could in those days) and went 

on to win the breed's major award, the Regent Trophy, at the end of the year. 

Open mind 

In the same breed there is a breeder who has made up a number of champions over a long 

period of years but has never been lucky enough to make up a really great one, and yet 

that breeder undoubtedly has an eye for a dog as she is one of the very best judges we 

have, quick, decisive and with the ability to recognise merit, no matter how immature, poor

ly presented or poorly handled, and with excellent understanding of type, conformation and 

movement.  

Many judges who get into a tangle are over-concerned with faults, the sort of person who 

announces that he or she will never put up a dog with a less than perfect mouth, or other 

than dark eyes, or such specific fault, is heading for disaster. Inevitably they will find them

selves faced with by far the best dog in a class with just the fault they have rejected. Sadly 

judges of that kind are often reluctant to eat their words and put up the best dog, instead 

placing first something quite inferior. Good judges keep an open mind and assess each 

dog as a whole, not discarding it for a single fault. 

Judges are required to place the exhibits in their order of merit; not to exercise their whims 

and fancies in respect of points they may particularly like or dislike. Of course, an eye for a 

dog is not all that a judge, or a breeder, needs; other factors will help towards success in 

the show ring, but possession of such a gift gives him or her a huge advantage over those 

not so fortunate. Such judges are able to judge quickly and usually very well. 

 

From the "IT SEEMS TO ME" series - Dog Judging 

with Tom Horner 

First published in DOG WORLD May 7th 1993 
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London Bulldog Society 

Open Show 

12th June  2022 

Judge: Steve Parker  (Albionpride) 
 

BEST IN SHOW   

Baalzebul Cupids Beau  

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW  

Fat Puppy's Black or white 

NAF taf  

BEST BITCH BEST              

OPPOSITE SEX 

Lynmanns Party Like Patsy  

RESERVE BEST BITCH 

Baalzebul Venus  

BEST VETERAN IN SHOW 

Lynmanns Limited Edition Dannoble  

Pictured with daughter BB and BOS  

The London would like to thank everyone who attended the show and helped celebrate 
The Queens Platinum Jubilee we hope you all had a wonderful day. Our judge found his        
principle winners in : 

BEST PUPPY BITCH 

Belushi Moonlight Lover  
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BULLDOG DAY UK 

SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 2022 

What a brilliant day we all had at the Bulldog Day UK at Newark Showground. 

Although the weather was not kind, the atmosphere was fantastic, and the venue was packed. 

It was a wonderful day with lots of fun dog classes, lovely trade stalls, Breed Council representa

tives and health advice. 

Below are some photos from a lovely day: 
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Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club  

Open Show:   
Friday 24th June 2022 

 

Judge: Mrs Claire Parker (Albionpride) 

BEST IN SHOW 

 D'OR WOOD SAN VALERO 

AT GRACIABULL  

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 

 SANDRA’S MISS AGNES 

BEST PUPPY IN SHOW 

 BELUSHI SILENT WITNESS 

 Blackpool and Fylde Bulldog Club held their Open Show in Blackpool with the General Championship 

Show .June 24th 2022 , it was our second one with them and I felt was very much nicer than the first one, 

the only downside was as Bulldogs were not first in the Ring we were actually 3rd in the ring for our club 

show finishing around 4pm  . We had 56 entries which were collected by Fosse Data our first time and so 

much more relaxed that I’m sure we will not do our own entries again it made a huge difference . 

As Friday is a working day some of our committee couldn’t make it due to work commitments , However 

our enthusiastic President proved a raffle ticket seller extraordinaire , Special Thanks to my stalwart com

mittee, Kirsty Rudd , Stuart Pebbles ,Phil Jones , and Emma Bussey ,our treasurer is taking a well de

served break on a Greek Beach .. It was a wonderful show , Claire Parker did her thing and Steve drove 

her , we provided a picnic lunch  and Glyn Payne whose birthday it was also provided a spread all were 

welcome at !!  I thoroughly enjoyed catching up with old friends !!  

I hardly dare say this but the atmosphere was like old times !!  

Our AGM is being held by Zoom all paid up members will be sent the link to join the meeting . WE are look

ing for some more working committee  send in your CV and a seconder to Secretary.  

Vicky Collins Nattrass  Hon Secretary  Blackpool and Fylde   

2nd in Strong Limit Class 
Pauls Blondello Captain 

Canada  

Best Minor Puppy Dog        
Braggers Pride of Bully Magic 

Mike  
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Many of the most successful breeders began with a dog that was bought primarily as a pet.  
 
For a variety of reasons they dipped a toe into the water of dog showing.  
 
Their experiences during those early days were crucial and either persuaded them that this 
is a hobby with which they could become involved and enjoy, or they decide it’s not for 
them. 
 
Pivotal to their decision are the people they encounter at their first training classes, dog 
matches or shows but seldom do the more experienced exhibitors realize how they can  
influence others. 
 
Newcomers - who are potentially exhibitors and breeders of the future - should be         
welcomed with open arms and encouraged, having the basic principles of showing and 
judging explained to them simply. 
 
Their first dog may be of indifferent quality but sometimes can be a “diamond in the rough” 
that just needs skillful handling and presentation to do some useful winning. 
 
Breeders of the newcomer’s own breed have a responsibility to explain, with tact and care, 
their dog’s virtues (and they all have some virtues) in the context of the Breed Standard 
whilst diplomatically explaining its shortcomings. It is important that newcomers do not see 
their geese as swans but similarly they should not be given false hope. 
 
Newcomers who are enthusiastic and intelligent will listen to the more experienced and  
decide how they wish to progress. They may choose to struggle with their original compan
ion and try to upgrade through breeding (if they have been lucky enough to find a worthy 
mentor) or decide it’s best to retire that dog to the fireside and look for a more realistic 
foundation with potential. 
 
It is essential that their first meeting with “dog people” does not leave them with the          
impression of an elitist antisocial group of people who have no time for novices. They need 
to feel welcome and encouraged. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE EXPERIENCED  
Andrew Brace 
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What is Treibball for Dogs? 

 

Developed as an answer to those people with herding dogs, but no sheep or cattle, treibball 
has been sweeping the dog sports world since 2008. This fun game provides the high-intensity 
mental and physical stimulation that all dogs need to stay happy and healthy. You can train 
your dogs to play treibball on your own. 
 
So, what is treibball for dogs? It is a competitive dog sport that requires teamwork be-
tween dogs and their handlers. Together, they must drive large balls into the goal in a 
set amount of time. Handlers can only use whistles, hand signals, and verbal com-
mands to provide direction to their dogs and play their part in the game. Variations of 
the main game exist as well, spicing up competitions held all around the world.  
 
Both easier to learn and less expensive than herding livestock, treibball is well worth the effort 
in getting started. As it is a relatively new sport, training and event opportunities are relatively 
limited. To begin playing this game, use this guide to learn all you need to know about this   
exciting herding dog ball game so you train and play with your dog. 

HISTORY OF TREIBBALL 

 

As far as dog sports go, treibball is one of the newest ways to play and compete with your 
dog.  Acclaimed dog trainer from Natural Dogmanship, Jan Nijboer, came up with the idea in 
the early 2000s as a way to get rid of his Australian cattle dogs’ excess energy. 
Jan Nijboer, dog trainer who invested Treibball 

 

Even after completing their intensive herding lessons, his dogs would have the energy to run 
the field, pushing their rubber water bowls all along the way. As he watched, the idea came to 
use large exercise balls in the place of livestock for herding games. Upon directing his dogs 
to move the balls into the pens, he created this fun herding dog ball game for the ages.   
 

NOW AN OFFICIAL DOG SPORT 

 

After Nijboer taught his herding students how to play treibball, it swiftly spread across Germa
ny, the United States, and beyond. Local and national competitions quickly followed. And by 
2007, the first international treibball competition was hosted by Sweden, making this 
an officially-sanctioned dog sport. 
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TREIBBALL ASSOCIATIONS 

 

Within no time flat, treibball associations started popping up all around the world, including the: 
 
World Treibball League 
 
American Treibball Association 
 
National Association of Treibball Enthusiasts 
 
These organizations focus on helping people get into the sport and hosting competitions all 

across the globe 

What is Treibball for Dogs? 

THE OTHER NAMES FOR THE GAME OF TREIBBALL 

 

In defining what is treibball for dogs, people often refer to this herding dog ball game as 
push ball, urban herding, or tri-ball in addition to its official name. 

AN OVERVIEW OF TREIBBALL FOR BEGINNERS 

 

Treibball mimics herding in that dogs must drive their targets into the pen within a given 
length of time. The difference is that the targets are exercise balls, not sheep, cattle, and 
other livestock. So, if you do not have a large yard or a lot of room to train, no worries. You 
can still play this fun sport. 
 
In the main game, dogs have to push eight balls into the gated area, one by one. They 
must closely follow commands given by their handlers who have to stay within the goal 
area. When competing in official events, each pair is given seven to fifteen minutes to get 
all the balls into the goal, though casual games can take as long as you want.   

https://www.americantreibballassociation.org/
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What is Treibball for Dogs? 

Although treibball was developed for herding dogs, all breeds and sizes can train, 
play, and compete. In competitions, mixed breeds and purebreds often participate side 
by side, showing off their skills without worry about pedigree. Even Chihuahuas and 
other tiny dogs can get the lightweight herding balls moving in the right direction with a 
bop from their nose. 
 
Not all dogs take to this sport, however, as I found with my dear Red Heeler dog Ruby. 
Rather than push the ball, she would rather nip its “heels” or wildly bark in its general 
direction, in hopes it will drive itself to the goal. 

TREIBBALL HOW TO PLAY THE MAIN GAME  

 

Compared to all the other dog sports, treibball requires minimal equipment and 
space to play. You can get started indoors, in a small space outdoors, or even at your 
local park. Here’s how to jump into this game. 
 

EQUIPMENT  

To get started in playing treibball, you will need: 
Eight exercise balls 
Two goal posts or a three-sided goal 
Food rewards 
Timer. 
In official competitions, the goal is eight feet tall by 
24 feet wide, but any size will do for training and cas
ual games at home. 
As for the balls, they should be the right height for 
your dog’s size.  
For a Bulldog they should be  ball diameter 11.5” to  15.75” 
 
Once you have these items on hand, you are ready to get set up and start playing   
treibball with your dog. 
 
We recommend these treibballs for your dog: 
 
Large dogs – Jolly Pets Push n Play 
Small dogs – Jolly Pets Soccer Ball. 
 

SETUP 

The game starts with the goal at one end of the play area and the balls in the center of 
the field. For the original game, arrange the eight balls in a triangle pointing away from 
the goal, much like setting up for a game of billiards. Variants may use a different 
starting shape, such as a diamond, depending on the rules of the game. 
As the handler, you will stand within a few feet of the goal throughout the game. Your 
dog will start in the lie-down position alongside you in front of the goal. Once you are 
both there, you are ready to play. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000P72Z1U/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000P72Z1U&linkCode=as2&tag=odf_pushnplay-20&linkId=c327f76d2cdff3b74205329b03442cab
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01EMSVVAI/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B01EMSVVAI&linkCode=as2&tag=odf_jollysoccer-20&linkId=f29e9abf60f6fec3deb979bde92b46a5
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PLAYING THE GAME 

 

Upon hearing the starting whistle, you can send your dog out to begin retrieving the balls. 
You must stay within a few feet of the goal while using verbal commands, whistles, and 
hand signals to guide your dog. 
 
As this originated as a herding dog ball game, herding commands, such as come bye 
and away to me, are used to guide the dogs across the field. Only positive reinforce-
ment is allowed, so offer gentle guidance plus plenty of praise and rewards for each ball 
placed in the goal.   
 
You will first need to send your dog past the balls in an outrun, and then instruct them to lie 
down to await the next instruction. At that point, you are free to tell your dog to bring the 
indicated ball to the goal. 
 
Your dog will need to only use their nose and shoulders to push the ball, not their teeth or 
paws. You will need to provide instruction on which ball to push into the goal, as the point 
ball must come first. After that, your dog can bring the balls back in any order. 
When playing casual games together, every time you get all the balls in the goal, you’ve 
won. In competitions, however, judges score each pair on their teamwork and timing, issu
ing penalties for: 
 
 Excessive barking 
 Use of paws or teeth to move the ball 
 Handler entering the playing field 
 Dropping food on the field 
 Giving treats too often or in the wrong spot. 

POPULAR VARIATIONS OF TREIBBALL 

To spice up the base game even more, people all over the world have come up with fun 
and exciting variations of treibball. This means there is more than one response to the 
question “What is treibball for dogs?”. As your dog gains skill on the field, increase the diffi
culty with the following game variations. 
 
Balls in Order 
 
Balls in order is one of the most popular variants of treibball as it reinforces the importance 
of communication between dogs and their handlers. With this rule change, your dog must 
bring in the point ball and then retrieve the rest in the predetermined order. You will need 
to clearly tell your dog which ball to grab next and how to drive it to the goal to play this  
variant. 
 
You can dream up any game imaginable using the resources you have on hand. As long as 
you can effectively communicate the objective to your dogs, you can go wild in creating 
your own treibball games. You will just need to complete a little bit of training to establish 
strong communication lines and set your dog up for success on the field. 

What is Treibball for Dogs? 
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FROM THE KENNEL 

CLUB 

TOP 5 MOST COMMON HEALTH PROBLEMS  

As a dog owner, it's important that you understand and are familiar with the common disorders 

that might affect your dog. Regular care, cleaning and general checking of your dog can make a 

big difference and will help to avoid some of these problems. 

 

The top five problems in dogs are: 

 

 gum disease 
 ear infections 
 obesity 
 overgrown nails 
 anal sac impaction 
 
This month we are looking at Overgrown Nails. 

 

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO TRIM YOUR DOG’S CLAWS? 

As well as not looking very nice (and potentially ruining your flooring), long claws can make it un
comfortable and awkward for your dog to walk and is one of the top five most common disorders 
affecting dogs in the UK. 
 

WHY ARE LONG CLAWS COMMON? 

Getting into the habit of trimming your dog’s claws regularly can be difficult, especially if they don’t 
enjoy having their paws touched or claws clipped. To make matters worse, many owners are re
luctant to clip their dog’s claws because they’re concerned that they might cut into the quick (a 
blood supply that lies part-way along the middle of claw). Despite these challenges, regularly car
ing for your dog’s claws is of the utmost importance and will keep their paws healthy and pain 
free. 
 

WHY DO MY DOGS CLAWS GROW LONG? 

Just like your nails, your dog’s claws are constantly growing. Your dog’s wild ancestors will have 
naturally worn down their claws whilst running, hunting and scratching, but because our pets 
spend much of their time indoors or running on soft surfaces, such as lawns, they get very little 
wear on the claws. Taking your dog for regular walks, including on hard surfaces such as pave
ments, will help to shorten their claws, but may not be enough to keep them as short as they 
should be. 

WHAT PROBLEMS CAN LONG CLAWS CAUSE? 

Long claws are more prone to chipping, tearing, splitting and breaking, which can be very painful 
and may require veterinary treatment. As well as being prone to damage, when a dog stands or 
walks on a long-clawed paw it puts pressure on the wrong parts of the foot, causing pain and dis
comfort. To try and minimise this pain, your dog may move slightly differently, which in turn may 
make them more susceptible to other joint injuries, particularly in older dogs where posture may 
already be a problem. In extreme cases, the claws can grow so long that they curl over and dig 
into the pad of their paws. 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/dental-care/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/ear-infection-otitis-externa/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/managing-weight/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/long-claws/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/health-and-dog-care/health/health-and-care/a-z-of-health-and-care-issues/anal-gland-impaction/
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DEWCLAWS 

As well as the claws at the end of each toe, many dogs also have an additional one, called 
the dewclaw, which can be found on the inside of the leg. Some dogs have dewclaws only 
on the front two legs, some dogs have dewclaws on every leg and some may even have 
two dewclaws on each of the rear legs. In some dogs, these claws are only held on to the 
leg by loose skin and may be prone to ripping or tearing. This claw does not touch the 
ground and so is not worn down when they walk and often requires trimming more often 
than other claws. 

THE QUICK 

Running in the centre of each claw is a section of nerves 
and blood vessels called the quick. When cutting your dog’s 
claws, the section containing the quick should be avoided 
as it will be painful for your dog and is likely to result in 
bleeding. In light-coloured claws you can see the quick as a 
pink band in the middle of the claw. In dark coloured claws 
you will not be able to see the quick and should carefully 
trim each claw little by little, until you can see a black spot in 
the centre of the claw.  If you go any further than this, you 
might cut into the quick. 

LONG CLAWS HAVE A LONG QUICK  

Dogs whose claws have not been trimmed for a long time 
should be trimmed cautiously because long claws will also have a long quick. In these situ
ations you may want to start by shortening the claws a little at a time and do this regularly 
(maybe once a week) to ensure that the quick is retreating. Shortening the claws to a 
healthy length may, in some instances, take months, but will be worth it as it allows your 
dog to move without pain. Once their claws are shorter and more mobile, exercising more 
easily will help to wear down the claws as well. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU CUT THE QUICK 

If you do cut the quick do not panic and do not make fuss, as this is likely to stress your dog 
even more. Ensure you give your dog treats and use some styptic powder to stop the 
bleeding. Although the amount of blood lost can look dramatic, it is unlikely to cause a 
healthy dog any problems. 

WHEN TO CUT YOUR DOG’S CLAWS 

Each dog is different and there may be variation between breeds as to how long is too long, 
but as a general rule it has been suggested that if a dog is standing on a flat surface, their 
claws should not touch the ground. A good indicator that your dog’s claws may need a trim 
is if you can hear their claws clicking loudly as they move around on hard or tiled floors. 
Depending on how active your dog is, and the types of surface they walk on, you should 
aim to trim your dog’s claws once or twice a month. Make sure you stick to this and get into 
a routine, e.g. first weekend of every month etc 

FROM THE KENNEL 

CLUB 
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HOW TO TRIM YOUR DOG’S CLAWS 

There are many different ways to trim your dog’s claws and many different trimming 
tools that you could use (nail clippers, guillotine trimmers, nail scissors, plier style trim
mer or grinders). If you have never trimmed your dog’s claws before then you should 
seek advice from your local veterinary practice, an experienced dog person or a dog 
groomer who will be able to show you how to do it.  
If your dog has very hairy paws, it may be easier to keep them well trimmed so that 
you can easily see when their claws are too long.  

GETTING YOUR DOG USED TO CLAW TRIMMING 

Most dogs do not like having their claws trimmed. If   
possible, you should ensure that you start handling their 
paws and trimming their claws from an early age to get 
them used to the process. 
If you do not trim your dog’s claws regularly, or have 
never trimmed their claws, then they are likely to find the 
experience strange and may not be keen on you       
handling them in this way. You may want to try and get 
them used to the experience by regularly touching or 
manipulating their paws to start with. Initially you could 
move your hands up and down their legs and paws and 
gently press each toe, giving lots of praise while you do 
it. Once they are comfortable with you doing this, you 
could try clipping one claw at a time to ease them into it. 

GETTING EVERYTHING READY 

Some people may wish to have somewhere in their home that they choose to be their 
trimming area each time. This should be somewhere that is comfortable for you and 
your dog and is bright and allows you to see your dog’s claws well. Ensure you have 
everything ready (clippers, styptic, treats and a towel in case you accidentally cut the 
quick). 

ENCOURAGING A POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT 

Cutting your dog’s claws successfully is largely about making your dog feel comforta
ble and at ease during your grooming sessions. This may be easier said than done. 
You may also wish to look at positive reinforcement methods to encourage your dog 
and make trimming less stressful in the future, for both you and your dog. Giving your 
dog treats during the trimming process will help them make positive associations with 
having their claws trimmed. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU’RE REALLY FINDING IT DIFFICULT 

Some dogs may show signs of significant stress or even aggression when faced with 
having their claws trimmed, despite gradual introductions to claw trimming, plenty of 
patience, positive reinforcement and treats. If this is the case, you should never try and 
force your dog to have their claws trimmed, but you should consider consulting your 
vet, who may in turn refer you to a behaviourist. 
 

FROM THE KENNEL CLUB 
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE BOARD 

We held our second meet up/walk since the end of the Pandemic early in June. It was 

actually quite a hot day (around 19 degrees) so the walkers were given the choice of a 

half an hour walk or a 10 minute one – both of which would lead back to the kennels 

for refreshments.  

Every dog present happily walked the half hour walk through the lovely trails of Mid

hurst Common and only one was making a noise by the end of it so I was feeling pretty 

good about things – that was until later in June when it hit the fan again and to be    

honest, I’m sick of having to justify our breed.  

There is no getting away from the fact that the number of bulldogs currently being bred 

have gone through the roof and it’s a fact that over half of those are non-standard col

ours, but I don’t think it matters any more how loudly we shout. How much testing we 

do, until the breeding of dogs is tighter controlled, we will never ever win this battle.  

Why?  

Well, because the ones that health test are in a minority and until the non-standard  

colour bubble bursts it’s a battle we genuinely can’t win.  

But back in the real world, life goes on and the dogs just keep on coming.  

The most recent arrival is a dog we’ve called “Prince Buster”. What a state he was too 

but he is responding really well to his treatment and in fact has got so used to being in 

the Grooming Room he threw a right old tantrum when a client went in for a bath the 

other morning.  
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There’s still a little way to go, and he still needs to get some weight on but he is 

an  absolute joy to look after and it’s dogs like this that make me get out of bed every 

day and although I’m almost at the point where I don’t see the point anymore, Prince    

Buster is my reminder why I’ve sacrificed a life time for this wonderful breed.  

I can’t wait to see this boy settled in a new home; he has no idea what awaits him.  

It’s always so wonderful when they think life in the kennel is great, when they really 

have no clue what’s waiting for them and when that family is found it really will be the 

best thing that ever happened to him.  

It’s such a heartbreak to think that so many of these dogs have no idea what a loving 

family feels like and now we are really seeing the fall out of ‘Pandemic buying’ the  

number of dogs goes up, but the number of good homes falls - plus for the first time in 

a very long time we are being asked to find homes for multiple dogs from the same 

household.  

We already had problems finding space but coupled with the increase in the cost of 

living, the enormous price hike that has occurred within the veterinary industry I do 

wonder where it will end. Meanwhile, here’s some photo’s of Prince Buster  

Buster on arrival 

BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE BOARD 

Buster after treatment 
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SEMINARS AND TESTING DAYS 

 

 

 

 

22/23/24 July 2022 

Points of the Dog 

Leeds Championship Show 

Contact Christina Chapman 01507 363736  

Or by name on facebook 

Or christinachapman.bukris@googlemail.com 

Critique Writing Saturday 2pm limited places 
and, Friday pm Puppy Development 

30th July 2022 

Points of the Dog 

Killamarsh, Sheffield Sth.Yorks  

Contact Elaine Bogart 07425 176093 southyork
shirehoundsociety@outlook.com 

31st July 2022 

Points of the Dog 

Muskham, Newark 

Contact Lucy Williams 07885 422231  

or williams@sky.com 

5th August 2022 

Critique Writing & Puppy Development 

PM Paignton Champ Show 
Contact Christina Chapman 01507 363736  

Or by name on facebook 

Or christinachapman.bukris@googlemail.com 

6th August 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge 

PM Paignton Champ Show 
Contact Christina Chapman 01507 363736  

Or by name on facebook 

Or christinachapman.bukris@googlemail.com 

7th August 2022 

Conformation & Movement 

PM Paignton Champ Show 
Contact Christina Chapman 01507 363736  

Or by name on facebook 

Or christinachapman.bukris@googlemail.com 
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14th August 2022 

Conformation & Movement & Critique Writing 

At Cobham, Surrey 

Contact : London Bulldog Society 

Gemma: 07595 603 751 or Terri: 07982 771 674 

email: gemma@loveabull.co.uk 

25th September 2022 

Ring Stewarding 

Ormskirk West Lancashire 
 
Contact Kirsty Biggs 07929256143  

email: biggskirsty15@gmail.com 

30th October 2022 

Points of the Dog 

Woolmer Green, Herts 
 
Contact: Sue Mitchell 07463 160371  
 
email: Suemitchellhwv@gmail.com 

19th November 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge and 

Critique Writing 

East Coast Training Anderby Lincs 
 
Contact Sue Oakley 07732290452 
Email: nanakhouns@gmail.com 

SEMINARS AND TESTING DAYS 

22nd October 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge  

 
Pollard C S 
 

Contact: Mark Houchin 07557770720  

email: markhouchin89@icloud.com 

5th November 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge and 

Critique Writing 

Chesterfield 
 
Contact Kay Woodward 07808 770777  
email: anniesmum21@yahoo.com 
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BULLDOG SCHOOL 

CHERRY EYE 
REMOVAL OR STITCH BY IN 

By Anna Strowger and Vicky Collins Nattrass 
 
Over the years lots of bulldog friendly vets developed a quick fix for cherry eye , they used a local 
anaesthetic and snipped, problem solved, little or no bleeding a tube of cream to keep out infections. 
 
The Vets Schools however have increasingly stressed that this gland is needed to avoid dry eye, 
fewer and fewer vets are removing now. I myself have done an eye survey and also BDR (Bulldog 
Rescue) has kept records and we don't think that cherry eye removal makes dry eye we think that as 
a dog ages after 5 many [with their gland still in place] develop dry eye anyway.  
 
We have talked to many vets but the situation changed about 
18 months ago and the vets were all told to remove the gland 
is like docking and it shouldn't be done.  
 
This has put pressure on vets to stitch back in.  
 
I talked to the Professor in charge of eye matters at the Ken
nel Club and she tells me that eye specialists can stitch back 
in very successfully but in normal vets practices there is a  
degree of failure and they pop back out making it another 
operation and sadly some dogs suffer awful painful scarring 
of the eye ball.  
 
Some vets will still snip it out but the younger vets straight from the lectures are faced with going 
against what they have been taught. Hence the cherry eye is a big problem for breeders as we don't 
want little puppies being put under anaesthetic.  
 
I did say it is my understanding that sedation is not as safe as general anaesthetic because there is 
an instant bring-round with anaesthetic and usually there is a tube in place too for emergency revival, 
sedation has to wear off and so many vets do not use sedation. Remember my special interest is in 
breeding and puppies and I can tell you that its not even advisable to use pre-med on bulldogs for c 
sections as its has a slowing effect on the respiratory system. I hope this goes some way to explain 
why vets are stitching in and why its hard to find one who will snip. 
 
CHERRY EYE  or prolapse of the gland of the third eyelid, is quite common. The prolapsed gland 
itself rarely causes discomfort or damage to the eye.  Try to massage first, (many videos on 
YouTube).  
 
More often than not, it will not work. The worst thing for our bullies is unnecessary general              
anaesthetics, which we all know can be very dangerous indeed.  
 
Cherry eyes are very common and most vets will want to stitch back in under a GA. Once the stitches 
dissolve the cherry eye reoccurs and then the bully has to endure yet another GA to repair.  
 
Most vets voice their reason against removal as the chance of dry eye but this is a small price to pay 
versus the potential risk of GA. Also, once the gland has been out for a while it reduces the chance of 
it working properly anyway. 
 
Bulldogs are prone to getting dry eye anyway without having previous cherry eye removal and it is 
very easily treated using Viscotears or similar (go to your chemist, say it’s for you not the dog). It’s 
only a few ££ a tube.  That’s why we favour removal not stitching in. Only a few vets do it, we can 
help find one near to you if you let us have your postcode. It is of course up to you, but that is what 
we recommend. This procedure can be done safely from 7/8 weeks old . 
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From the "IT SEEMS TO ME" series -  

Dog Judging with Tom Horner 

 

First published in DOG WORLD June 14th 1991 

True balance is an essential attribute in any really high class dog; but balance is not a 
fixed factor. Dogs come in so many shapes and sizes that balance must be assessed as 
it is interpreted in each breed's Standard" 

BALANCE IS IN THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 

A newcomer to the showing of dogs has written with a number of questions, one of which is 
asking for a definition of balance in dogs. This correspondent wants to know how balance can 
apply to breeds which vary so tremendously, and asks how a Sealyham and a Saluki can both 
be well balanced ? 

Someone, somewhere, once wrote that beauty is on the eye of the beholder. Balance when 
referring to dogs is very much in the same bracket. An enthusiast for trains will drool over the 
powerful lines of a giant locomotive, just as an artist is thrilled by the beauty of the Venus de 
Milo. Each of them sees beauty in high class examples of whatever is that they admire; each 
has an eye for his subject.  

In very much the same way, admirers of different breeds of dog will admire the balance of the 
really high class examples of their favourite breeds. 

True balance is an essential attribute in any really high class dog; but balance is not a fixed 
factor.  

Dogs come in so many shapes and sizes that balance must be assessed as it is interpreted in 
each breed's Standard. Both the Standard of the Cocker Spaniel and Dobermann require the 
breed concerned to be square in outline but those Standards go on to describe their breed's 
balance quite differently.  

The Cocker's Standard calls for a dog that is "well balanced, compact, measuring approxi
mately the same from the withers to the ground as from the withers to the root of the tail." 
While the Dobermann's Standard calls for a breed that is "square with height measured verti
cally from the ground to the highest point at the withers equal to the length from the forechest 
to the rear projection of the upper thigh".  

When these two breeds comply with their Standard's requirements, the result is a balanced 
dog in each case, and yet for each of them the balance is measured completely differently.  

The balance of each breed is in the eye of the beholder, familiar with that particular breed's 
Standard.  

A Cocker measured the same way as the Dobermann would have to be far too tall or exces
sively short in the back to comply with the Dobermann Standard's definition of balance. While a 
Dobermann which was as long in the back as from the wither to the ground would be as long in 
the back as the proverbial wet week. The term "balance" means something quite different to 
fanciers of each of these breeds. 
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From the "IT SEEMS TO ME" series -  

Dog Judging with Tom Horner 

 

First published in DOG WORLD June 14th 1991 

Square 

The Boxer Standard expresses similar balance to the Dobermann in a different way, saying 
"The body viewed in profile should be of square appearance. The length of body from the 
front of the chest to the rear of the body should equal the height from the ground to the top 
of the shoulder, giving the Boxer a short coupled, square profile".  

In general these two breeds have very similar outlines and therefore similarly described 
balance.  

The Bearded Collie's balance is somewhat different. That Standard asks for "a lean active 
dog, longer than it is high, in an approximate proportion of five to four, measured from the 
point of the chest to the point of the buttock." This, of course, arises from the fact that the 
Bearded Collie's legs are not as long as those of the Dobermann and the Boxer - his way 
of working is as a sheepdog or cattle drover, not as a guard dog.  

Because the boxer is considerably longer in the leg than the Bearded Collie, it tends to look 
much shorter in back though the actual difference is only sight - again correct balance is in 
the eye of the owner and judge. 

For a more extreme example, it is quite possible to have a well-balanced Basset Hound or 
Dachshund provided the individual example of those breeds is correctly made according to 
its Standard, though a judge accustomed only to looking at long or medium legged breeds 
may have some difficulty in adjusting his or her eye to the completely different balance of 
those breeds. 

Exaggerations 

Much the same applies to such breeds as the Pekingese and the Bulldog whose balances 
are completely different from other breeds.  

To achieve first rate specimens of either breed, their balance must be in accordance with 
the Standard.  

Breeders of all differently balanced breeds like to see well balanced examples of their 
breed; other people may consider them exaggerated - it is all in the eye of the beholder.  

A good judge of these breeds, or any breed of more usual balance, has in his or her's mind 
eye the correct balance for each breed. 

Group and BIS judges need to be walking encyclopaedias to carry in their minds all the 
points and the balances of the different breeds that confront them.  

Such judges' task is even more difficult in breeds which are similar in appearance and   
conformation than in those which differ strongly in type.  

It is much harder to assess the relative merit between an English and an Irish Setter, or a 
Lakeland and a Welsh Terrier, than between a Pointer and a Weimaraner or a Sealyham 
and a Skye Terrier. Balance is not measured only in the height and length of a dog, though 
that is how it is usually assessed in Standards. 
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From the "IT SEEMS TO ME" series -  

Dog Judging with Tom Horner 

 

First published in DOG WORLD June 14th 1991 

To be well balanced, the size of a dog's head must be in proportion to the body and the 
power of the hindquarters, the depth of the chest and other less important points and 
their proportions should be those given in the Standard.  

In many long legged breeds balance is evident when the length of the forelegs is ap
proximately equal to the actual depth of the body - not that made apparent by a profu
sion of coat.  

In stand-off coated breeds such as Samoyeds and Chows, the length of the dog legs 
should be      assessed by handling - excessive coat can give quite the wrong impres
sion in these breeds. 

One way and another, balance is a trap into which it is easy for judges and breeders to 
fall. Like beauty, balance is in the eye of the beholder, and the beholder needs to know 
what to look for - in each and every breed. 
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A SILENT BREED KILLER  
written by cynolog and judge Mr. Hans Hilverda.  

An important food for thought for you all! 

Did you ever notice how easily judges, exhibitors and breeders get used to changes within a breed? 
 
 In many cases it even goes so far that these changes are gradually lifted to the level of required 
characteristics. It is mostly dogs of well-known breeders / exhibitors that start a certain change 
(read: set a trend) within a breed. 
 
There is for instance the somewhat bigger Miniature Schnauzer with the terrier "look "; the some 
what leveller, elegant looking Shih Tzu with its long neck; the Weimaraner who becomes bigger and 
bigger and more impressive; the "American" English Springer Spaniel, to name a few breeds. 
 
As soon as a dog with of a slightly "deviating" –type starts winning, the ball start rolling.  
 
The dog goes to the ring of honour, the one judge bends over to his neighbour and says; "have you 
seen that beautiful dog?"  
 
Breeders and exhibitors notice that judges like that particular dog and start trying to breed or to buy 
that type of dog. At such a moment the original Breed Standard does not seem to be of importance 
to some exhibitors, winning in the show ring is all that matters to them. 
 
When after some time you are sitting at the show ring looking at that breed again, it could happen 
that you see in a class e.g. 5 dogs of which 4 are "deviating" (deviations) from the Standard next to 
a correct "Standard" type of dog.  
 
At most shows the (correct) (complying to the) "Standard" dog will be considered to be the "odd 
one" and the true "deviating ones" will be placed behind the boards 1 through 4. For those breeders 
that adhere to the Standard this is a very frustrating experience. 
 
The temptation is of course very big.  
 
Many of the deviating dogs are often very flashy looking ones, and often show a gait, exterior and 
motion that looks more spectacular than the movement of the "Standard" dog.  
 
One has to be very strong and come from a good breed conscience background to resist the temp
tations and keep on preaching the true belief and keep breeding in compliance with the Standard. 
 
Often the appearance of difference in type in a breed leads to polarization between judges and 
breeders alike.  
 
One of the hallmarks of this polarization is that certain characteristics of the dogs are even more  
exaggerated to make it stand out and be recognizable. 
 
So one can observe that and conclude that the non-adherence to the Standard of many breeders / 
exhibitors and judges poses a direct danger to the existence of our breed population. 
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Except for getting used to trends within a breed, the getting used and the acceptance of 
inherited faults is a problem of the same kind or even worse. 
 
When judges repeatedly reward dogs with these faults with an "excellent" and also give 
them their championship tickets, breeders will not be challenged to improve the breed: they 
are already winning!  
 
In such cases only the die-hards and true idealists remain faithful to the breed and try to 
improve on it, but how many of those people do we have within one breed? 
 
Accepting without any objection of changes that please the eye but are against the Stand
ard is an open invitation to the "silent breed killer" to do his job and carry out his devastat
ing work within the breed. 
 
Seen from the perspective that breeding is nothing more than passing on genetic material 
to the next generation, allowing this to happen means that one wilfully accepts and helps 
spreading of genetically deviating material in an irresponsible way that will pollute the gene 
pool (hereditary material). 
 
Would it not be good if breeders and judges would, at least once a month take the Stand
ard at hand of the breeds they are entrusted, and what would it be valuable to organize 
regular meetings with breeders and judges to discuss certain trends and "faults" that creep 
up in a breed.  
 
Never forget that the only guideline during judging and breeding should be the KC breed 
Standard. 
 
So, behave and act as true disciples and spread the gospel according to the original breed 
Standard. 

A SILENT BREED KILLER  
written by cynolog and judge Mr. Hans Hilverda.  

An important food for thought for you all! 
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FROM THE KENNEL 

CLUB 

How to train my dog and child to behave 
safely around each other? 

 
Many dog biting incidents happen in a home environment and often by a dog 
that is often known to the child, so it is important to follow some basic safety 
rules. Always ensure there is proper supervision and visiting guests should nev-
er touch a dog without asking first. Make sure your rules are consistent to avoid 
confusing your child or dog. 
 
Young children can unwittingly encourage puppies to chase them. Making loud 
noises, playing high-energy games or running around waving their arms can 
result in a dog trying to chase them. This can encourage a dog to pull on their 
clothing or nip their ankles, so it’s important children learn how to act around 
dogs. 

SAFE AND SOUND 

Launched in 2003 the initiative promotes the safe interac-

tion between children and dogs. This scheme teaches chil-

dren and their guardians what they should do the ensure 

children are taught how to react around dogs. You can find 

out more about the initiative and download some of our 

posts to help raise awareness of child and dog safety on 

the Safe and Sound page. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU WANT TO SAY ‘HELLO’ TO A DOG 

 Always ask the owner first before touching a dog 
 Approach the dog calmly 
 Make a loose fist 
 Then let the dog sniff the back of your hand 
 Then gently stroke the dog under the chin 

BECOME A TREE - WHAT TO DO IF A DOG JUMPS UP AND FRIGHTENS YOU 

 Stand still 
 Drop everything you are holding 
 Fold your arms across your chest 
 Tuck your chin in 
 Don’t move 
 Don’t scream 
 Don’t run away 
 Don’t move your arms 
 Don’t stare at the dog 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-training/safe-and-sound/
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When the dog moves away walk slowly and calmly away from the dog just 
keeping your eye on it. If it comes back be a tree again. 
When the dog has gone away tell a responsible adult 

BECOME A STONE - WHAT TO DO IF A DOG KNOCKS YOU OVER 

If you have been knocked over by a dog and you are on the floor 
 
 Don’t try to get up or make sudden noises 
 Let go of anything in your hands 
 Cover your face with your hands 
 Keep your tucked elbows in 
 Roll onto your front 
 Keep your legs together 
 Pull your knees up to your chest 
 Tuck yourself up as tight as possible (protecting the 

major organs of the body) 
 Keep still 
 You are now a stone 
 
Don’t move until the dog has gone away 
After the dog has gone tell a responsible adult 
If you do not want your dog to enter a specific room such as the baby's room, 
teach them that it is a restricted area. A good alternative is to set up a baby 
gate in the door of the baby's room. This allows your dog to see what's hap-
pening without entering the room. A quiet area for your dog to escape to is 
essential. 
 
If your child feels intimidated by dogs, there are steps that you can use to 
teach them how to manage their fear better. Prevention is the best cure and 
anyone who wants to teach children how to stay safe around dogs and how 
to recognise the warning signs of when a dog might bite, should use our 
online resource, Safe and Sound, which promotes safe interaction between 
children and dogs. 
 

FURTHER ADVICE 

Please note there are many ways you can handle dog behaviour. If you are 
ever in doubt, always seek professional advice. If you have any further ques-
tions or need advice on who to contact, please contact our team. 
 
For more information and advice, you can find training classes with The Ken-
nel Club Good Citizen Dog Training scheme. Browse our full list of The Kennel 
Club Accredited Instructors or find a dog training club near you. 

FROM THE KENNEL 

CLUB 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-training/safe-and-sound/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-training/good-citizen-dog-training-scheme/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-training/kennel-club-accredited-instructors/list-of-accredited-instructors/
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

Hello Bulldoggers, Welcome to no 12 in the series… 

We hope you are enjoying our column we will be sharing our Barking Mad times as well as     
offering you advice on how to make your Bulldog a Star! 

What a lovely summer we are having, I hope you have been enjoying your Bulldogs as well as 
trying new and exciting activities with them? 

We have had so much fun with our Ronnie with Parkour, he is really enjoying the steps and 
raised gardens at the beach we thought we would have a go at Agility! 

Well, that did not go well! He was scared of pretty much everything in the Agility equipment. 

There were a lot of rescue Dogs also having a try and there was a lot of barking! I am planning 

a private 1-2-1 with him in the coming weeks as I know he will love this as much as he loves 

Parkour! Stay tuned folks, this is a work in progress, sometimes we need to keep trying and 

build our Bulldogs with confidence. 

Ronnie’s Training for Strictly Come Barking is going well and we had our first live      
performance!  Off we went after a practice run at our training School first.   

16 Dogs and Mums and Dads arrived at Solley’s Farm in St Margaret’s.   

We waited for our spot patiently, the Band music was turned up, Troupe Leader intro
duced us all one by one.  She introduced Ronnie and myself as the Celebrities of the 
group.   

I was so proud and off I trotted out from the line and I did not see that Ronnie has 
freaked out at the bouncy castle being blown up!  He darted in front of me!  I did not 
see him and off I went flying, trying to not fall on Ronnie!  Splat!  In front of everyone, I 
heard all the gasps then the laughter!   

OH NO!  My first appearance!  Then I got up as quickly as I could, (not a pretty sight) 
checked a rather frightened Ronnie who had slipped his lead, made sure he was OK 
and much to crowds delight and as ever the Show woman, I took a curtsey and a rather 
delightful bow!   
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

I was so embarrassed but the crowd loved it and applauded loud

ly!  I carried on, after all the show must go on!  (I am sure this vid

eo clip of me will end up on the TV Bloopers Show)! 

When it was Ronnies turn for his special trick, the crowd all 

cheered for him!  I was so proud.  The Troupe thought my stunt fall 

was brilliant and even suggested that I repeat my special perfor

mance each week as the crowd loved it!   

The highlight for last month for us was the complete honour and 

delight for Judging the Fun Bulldog Show at The National Bulldog 

Day 2022. 

We had the best time, although the weather was raining, that put a lot of people off (Such 

a shame as all our Rescues are suffering with lack of funds).  We still had some amazing 

Bulldogs to judge.  It is hard to judge a fun Dog Show as you need to take off your Kennel 

Club hat and ensure that every one enjoys the show and has a chance at a rosette and to 

show off their Bulldogs including rescue and all types of Bulldogs.  It is important to en

sure every owner and Bulldog has a great time and they remember the day with fondness 

and hopefully a Rosette.  Here are some fantastic photos of the day!  

Here we are, such a fantastic photo from AF Photography, well done guys for all your time 

and great work. 

Here is my Best in Show and Reserve Best in Show Winners together with our Bulldog 
Queen Vicky Collins Nattrass and our lovely Michelle who both work tirelessly for the      
Bulldog cause.  
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

I have to say here a SUPER HUGE THANK YOU to all the Volunteers and helpers, 
you are all amazing, so very proud and thankful for you all. 

So proud of my Ronnie and Pete who also worked so hard getting me there on time 
driving from Dover and back safely.   

 

Ronnie was brilliant, there was a lot of barking and noise so we gave him a few breaks 
during the day in the car.  Pete also had a cheeky nap too! 

 

Here we are at the Edward Foundation Stand with Dee and her helpers with a rather 
amazing Puppy who I cannot believe has made such an amazing progress, well done 
the EF and the amazing Foster Carers, 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

We did get the most amazing gifts as a thank you. 

 

I have never won such an amazing Rosette and it is now proudly hanging in my Office.  
Wow! 

I also received the most amazing Cushion, again another WOW! 

 

Thank you, Vicky and the Team for the complete honour of judging, I hope to be asked 
back again another year but I would love to bring along some other Bulldog Celebrities 
Mom’s to assist me! 
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I asked Vicky to help me with best In Show for a treat as she has been working hard all 
day! 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

Here are some of my favourite photos of the day! 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

Hopefully you won a Rosette at the show, for a lot of people it was their first Dog Show.  
If you did win or even not, don’t forget to send a photo of you and your Bulldog to your 
local paper together with a couple of paragraphs explaining where and when you won 
the show and if you have any funny or cheeky story to go with the photo.  Local papers 
love this and will often print your photo in their newspaper. 

If you love the idea of TV shows but not sure about being on camera, how about being 

part of an audience.  This is a great way to see what goes on behind the camera as well 

as meet the Star’s of the shows.   

You can apply for FREE tickets to most shows on TV who have Audiences, via Applause 

Store. 

Official ApplauseStore™ Tickets | The Grand Tour | Saturday Night Takeaway | The Late Late Show | Brit-
ain's Got Talent | Michael McIntyre & more... 

https://www.applausestore.com/home
https://www.applausestore.com/home
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A CELEBRITY BULLDOG 

I loved being a part of the Audience for Big Brothers Bit on the Side with Emma and 

then my friend Rylan.   

I actually was called to have some Bulldog Puppies to be in the house mates Garden 

for the house mates.  There was me, some Labradors and I think the other one was 

Huskies.  After a lot of back and forth and a meeting with the Pups at The Big brother 

House, the RSPCA put a stop to it, I was gutted as a huge Big Brother Fan!  Then 

about a week later the Producer called me and said they loved me and  would I like to 

come and join the Audience!  I was very excited and of course I said Yes!  I was on TV 

at least once a fortnight during the shows for 2 – 3 years!  Live TV and I loved it!   

It was a night out for us and we had a great group of friends in the Audience called 

“Bbotsters”.  It was one of the Producers that encouraged me to do more TV work,   

evidently, I am TV Gold!  More like gobby and pushy lol! 

Here we are with Rylan and his Celebrity Guests. 

More about this journey next month! 

 

I hope you are enjoying the weather and holidays with your fans on your Bulldogs!  

Until next time I will leave you with these…  
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RANDOM THOUGHTS 

  
I was at Bulldog Day UK and what a brilliant day it was.  Although the rain was persis

tent and the whole event had to be held indoors there was a wonderful buzz. 

Most of the dogs were pets and rescues, and most of them were CNR (that is Colour 

Not Recognised). All of them were well loved pets. 

What I saw was an absolute revelation.   

The sheer size and bulk of the black and tans. They are enormous compared to dogs 

bred to the Bulldog Breed Standard. 

They were certainly healthy and vigorous, but clearly difficult to train. I didn't notice any 

aggression to other dogs or people, but they did seem to be dragging their owners 

around.  

Then I watched a three hour interview with a campaigning journalist who, for the past 

12 years or so has consistently criticised the Bulldog.  I wondered what her credentials 

were, and was fascinated to discover that it was all just her opinion.  I was really      

disappointed because I had thought her arguments were based on science, but        

apparently not.  I am now reading that a lot of the ‘science’ is probably flawed anyway. 

She thought the Crufts Best of Breed was ‘overdone’ and that the Kennel Club vet 

checks were cursory and therefore irrelevant compared to her opinion. The Kennel 

Club, with a thoughtless, throw-away comment confirmed it.  This particular dog has 

won CCs in Britain in double figures, as well as winning the prestigious Bulldog of the 

Year. For the many ‘A’ list judges who thought so highly of the dog, this amounts to 

hundreds of years of training, breeding, showing and judging, but a  campaigning jour

nalist with minimal knowledge of Bulldogs can override all of this specialist knowledge 

with her opinion, and the Kennel Club just comments to appease her. 

So where do we go from here? 

I don’t know. 

The pure breeds were cultivated over centuries by stockmen breeding a specific type 

of dog for a purpose. They knew the dogs over generations, knew the exact type and 

temperament they needed. They were not happy amateurs breeding for the pet market. 

Maybe we should just keep on doing the very best we can.  

Breed beautiful dogs to the Bulldog Breed Standard, and let the rest do what they want 

to do. 

Judge honestly, fairly and without favour. 

In general,  the show community Bulldogs’ health has certainly improved, with less   

exaggeration, BOAS testing and honest judging. The balance is hard. How to maintain 

the magnificence of the male Bulldog without  exaggeration creeping in . 

I have absolute faith in the breeders of today, and the new pro-active officers of the 

Breed Council, and I am sure that Bulldog fanciers in the future will look back and    

marvel at our beautiful dogs. 
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The Bulldog Breed Council DVD is available through 

the website. 

An educational film  explaining  all the points in the 

Bulldog Breed Standard. 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

 

 

Join the Bulldog Breed Council Education Facebook Group:   

EDUCATION STATION 

Whether you wish to show your Bulldog or have him at home as the beloved pet,  socialisation and 

training are essential. 

You will probably find puppy socialisation classes advertised at your vet’s surgery, so do go and 

have fun with other puppies. 

You can find local dog training  classes on the Kennel Club website www.thekennelclub.co.uk   

Also, why not join your local Bulldog Club.  Go to the Bulldog Breed Council website 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk—under Contacts you will find the contact details of all the Club      

Secretaries. 
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Have you  ever considered Rescue and maybe rehoming a 

Bulldog. 

We have 3 Bulldog Rescue Charities:  

 

Bulldog Rescue  and The Edward Foundation 

Both of these charities do amazing work on behalf of the Bulldog Breed. Unfortunately this year, 

their fund raising activities have been severely disrupted due to the Covid pandemic. 

For details on how to contact them, or to make a donation, please go directly 

to their websites. 

Do you need specific advice about a condition or problem your bulldog displays? 

Bulldog Rescue are putting together a Bulldog Guide, aimed primarily at those that adopt 
dogs from us with specific issues, it's hoped that this section of our web site will go a long way to 
help all bulldog owners around the world. This Free Guide will be updated with articles on a regu
lar basis and we want to know what you want to know. 

In the pipleline 

 Living with an epileptic Bulldog 

 Living with an incontinent Bulldog 

 Our Guide to avoid your dog being stolen 
 
What would you like to add? Just go to the Bulldog Rescue site, and let them know. 

FOR HELP AND ADVICE FROM THE HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

COMMITTEES, GO TO THE BULLDOG BREED COUNCIL       

EDUCATION STATION FACEBOOK PAGE 

WE WILL ANSWER YOUR BULLDOG RELATED QUESTIONS 

OR POINT YOU IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 


