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BULLDOG BREED CLUBS AND SHOWS  

Club Secretaries details are on the Bulldog Breed Council website: 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

Bath & Western Bulldog Club  

Open Show  

Date: Saturday 23rd April 2022 

Judge:  Mr Martin Jones 

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 25th September 2022 

Judge: Mrs Alicia Salkheld 

            

 

 

Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog Club 

 

Open Show:  

Date: Thursday 5th May 2022  

Judge: Ms Rachel Collie  

Venue: County Showground, Stafford ST18 0BD     

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 4th December  2022 

Judge: Ms Emily Tearle  

Venue: Willenhall Chart WV13 2NS    

 

 

 

Blackpool & Fylde Bulldog Club  

Open Show:   

Date: Friday 24th June 2022 

Judge: Mrs Claire Parker 

 

Open Show 

Date:  Saturday 8th October 2022 

Judge:  TBA 

Bulldog Day UK  

Date: Sunday 5th June 2022 

Venue: Newark Showground NG24 2NY  

Annual event for all Bulldog lovers with profits going to 

Bulldog Rescue and Rehoming Trust.  Fun classes,      

doggy shopping experience and  advice.  But most of all  

FUN with your Bulldog  

More details to follow. 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x228752005738385428&id=YN1029x228752005738385428&q=Willenhall+Chart&name=Willenhall+Chart&cp=52.58504104614258%7e-2.0573055744171143&ppois=52.58504104614258_-2.0573055744171143_Willenhall+Chart
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  British Bulldog Club 

 

Open Show & Gold Medal Puppy Competition:   

Date: Sunday 17th July 2022 

Open Show Judge:  Mr Vincente Moles 

Venue: Shirland Village Hall Main Road Shirland Derbyshire DE55 6BB  

 

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 20th November 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Sonia Saxon (Bagibeli) 

Venue: TBA 

Bulldog Club Incorporated 

Championship Show   

Date: Saturday 5th March 2022 

Judge:  Mrs. Liz Cartledge 

 

Open Show & Bulldog of the Year 

Date: Saturday  26th November 2022 

Judge: Mr Tom McCash 

Bulldog Club of Scotland 

Open Show   

Date: Sunday 8th May 2022 

Judge:  Mrs Amanda George 

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 22nd October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Carol Freshney 

Bulldog Club of Wales 

Championship Show 

Date: Sunday 13th February 2022 

Judge:  Mr T Tuesley 

Venue:  Grange Leisure and Community Centre Grange Drive, Swindon. 

SN3 4JY  

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 5th October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Rita Simoncsik 
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East Midlands Bulldog Club 

Open Show  

Date: Sunday 17rd April 2022 

Judge: Mr  David Martinez 

Venue: Kegworth Village Hall 

Championship Show:  

Date: Sunday 9th October 2022 

Judge: Mr Dave Tanner 

Junior Bulldog Club 

2 x Open Shows 

Date: Sunday 3rd April 

Judges:  Ms Terrie Philipps 

                Mrs Emma Lee 

 

Championship Show 

Date:  Saturday 15th October 2022 

Judge : Mrs Ann Waters 

London Bulldog Society 

Championship Show  

Date: 16th January 2022  

Judge: Ryan Rodgers (Balushi) 

Venue: Bracknell Leisure Centre Bagshot Road, Bracknell RG12 9SE  

Open Show 

Date: 12th June  2022 

Judge: Steve Parker   

Venue Larkfield Village Hall New Hythe Lane, Larkfield ME20 6PU  

 

Limit Show  

Date: 23rd October 2022 

Judge: Sue Sibbick 

Venue Larkfield Village Hall New Hythe Lane, Larkfield ME20 6PU  

 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1064x196476108&id=YN1064x196476108&q=Larkfield+Village+Hall&name=Larkfield+Village+Hall&cp=51.30651092529297%7e0.4411099851131439&ppois=51.30651092529297_0.4411099851131439_Larkfield+Village+Hall
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1064x196476108&id=YN1064x196476108&q=Larkfield+Village+Hall&name=Larkfield+Village+Hall&cp=51.30651092529297%7e0.4411099851131439&ppois=51.30651092529297_0.4411099851131439_Larkfield+Village+Hall
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Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club: 

Manchester & Counties Bulldog Club will celebrate 125 years 

We truly hope everyone can join us in the celebration  

 

Venue: Holiday Inn Runcorn  

 

Date: Saturday 5th February 2022 

Championship Show : 

Judges - Isgraig Bulldogs 

Dogs: Bill Roberts  

Bitches:  Shelia Roberts 

Referee: Brenda Price  

 

Saturday Evening (Tickets Available) 

Fancy Dress   Ball Gown Masquerade 125yrs Party Celebration  

 

Sunday 6th February 2022 

Open Show : 

Judge Luca Bisignano 

 

Northern Bulldog Club 

CHAMPIONSHIP SHOW 

Date: Saturday 22nd January 2022 

Judge:  Mr Steve Bragger 

Venue: Stafford Showground 

Judging of NBC will commence directly after Manchester Championship 

Show Bulldogs finish  

Northern Ireland Bulldog Club  

 

 

DETAILS OF 2022 SHOWS COMING SOON 
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Northumberland & Durham Bulldog Club  

Limit Show:  

Date: Sunday 31st July 2022 

Judge: Mr Stephen Lee 

 

Championship Show:    

Date: Friday 16th September 2022 

Judge Mr Paul Reynolds 

Following Darlington Championshio Show 

 

Open Show 

Date:  Sunday 13th November 2022 

Judge: Mrs Victoria Paul 

Pennines Bulldog Club  

Championship Show   

Date: Sunday 27th March 2022 

Judge: Ms Katherine Rose Kenyon 

Venue: Speedwell Rooms, Chesterfield S43 3JL 

Open Show 

Date: Sunday 6th October 2022 

Judge: Mrs Karen Takarangi 

Plymouth Devon & Cornwall Bulldog Club 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday 1st May 2022 

Judge:  Mr David  Bell, (Pendlebriar) 

Venue: Kentisbeare Village Hall Kentisbeare. EX15 2AB  

 

Open Show:  

Date: Sunday August 7 2022  

Judge: Ms Ewa Larsson, (Britisher) 

Venue Utility Day Paignton & District Fanciers Association Westpoint 

Arena Clyst St Mary, Exeter EX5 1DJ   

 

https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=Westpoint%20Exeter&satid=id.sid%3A3db91631-0baa-4718-0514-fcfac9451720&ppois=50.71299743652344_-3.4406299591064453_Westpoint%20Exeter_~&cp=50.712997~-3.44063&v=2&sV=1
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South of England Bulldog Society 

Championship Show:  

Date: Saturday 4th June 2022  

Judge Mr Ralph Taylor  

 

Open show:   

Date: Sunday 28th August 2022  

Judge:  Mrs Hayley Dodwell  

Yorkshire Bulldog Club  

Open Show 

Date: Saturday 11th June 2022 

Judge: Mr Chris Bracken 

Championship Show 

Date: Saturday 19th November 2022 

Judge:  Miss Brenda Price 
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Birmingham & Midland Counties Bulldog Club  

Open Show  

5th December 2021 

Judge: Mrs Kimberley Nealings (Neptunebull) 

“I would like to thank the Birmingham and Midland Counties BC for inviting me to judge their 
Open Show, I had a really lovely day and a huge thank you to all that entered under me. 
Here are my principle winners: 
 
Best In Show:   Rosebulls Edith 
Reserve Best In Show:  Blondello Captain Canada 
Best Puppy In Show: Andlare Ifs and Buts 
Best Veteran In Show: Lupo El Toro Loco Dor-Gladiator” 
 
Mrs Kimberley Nealings (Judge) 
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JUDGING BULLDOGS AND APPLYING THE BREED STANDARD 

The Bulldog Breed Standard is one of the most complex of the 200 
Kennel Club Breed Standards, so judging this breed takes a lot of 
concentration and dedication to training. 

Health and type are of equal importance, but the Breed Watch    
Document for the Bulldogs should always be foremost in your 
mind, the dogs that you reward with top awards will be seen as the 
dogs that the public and new breeders aspire to. 

The way that you examine each exhibit is very important, you will have on average 
two minutes for each dog, including the time to move the dogs. Each dog must be 
given the same examination, every exhibitor treated with respect. 

Approach the dog with confidence but in a gentle manner,       
develop your own routine for examining exhibits. Stand well 
back from the dog for your initial look over, your eyes are as 
important a tool as your hands. Observe the dog from the front, 
note the expression, is it a sour expression? Look for a square 
front, the square should be inside the front legs, the shoulders 
should have the appearance of being tacked on and sloping. The 
brisket well let down between the legs. The front legs should be 
straight but with good muscle. 

Move to the side of the dog, look for balance, no point so much 
in excess of others as to destroy the general symmetry. Look at 
the outline of the head, then from a well arched neck there 
should be a slight fall behind the shoulder whence the spine ris-
es to the highest point above the loins then falling suddenly to 
the tail. This topline is a very specific breed characteristic. Note 
the length of the back. A dog that is either too long or too short 
will not appear balanced. Observe the angle of the shoulder, is 
the front leg below the withers and is the elbow set well away 
from the body ? Look for a belly that tucks up in sync with the 
curve of the topline. 

The Hindquarters. Legs should be large and muscular, slightly longer in proportion 
than forelegs. Hocks slightly bent, well let down; legs long and muscular from loins 
to hock. Stifles turned very slightly outwards away from body. 

Ask yourself is the dog is well muscled? Does it 
look Fit for Function ? 

Move to behind the dog and observe the length of 
tail, the shape of the body, Is it the correct Pear 
Shaped Body? The hind feet should be round and 
compact. Toes compact and thick, well split up, 
making knuckles prominent and high. 
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JUDGING BULLDOGS AND APPLYING THE BREED STANDARD 

Observe the coat colour, is it a breed standard colour ? 

You have already learnt a lot about the dog without putting your 
hands on it. So now you move closer for a detailed inspection of 
the finer points. 

Move towards the dog with confidence, offer your hand to the 
dog to smell, do not talk to the dog, even the best trained dogs 
can get excited. If the class is age related you can ask the age of 
the dog. 

Start at the head, the standard asks for : 

Skull relatively large in circumference. Viewed from front appears high from corner of 
lower jaw to apex of skull; also broad and square. Cheeks well rounded and extended 
sideways beyond eyes. 

Viewed from side, head appears very high and moderately short from back to point of 
nose. Forehead flat with skin on and about head slightly loose and finely wrinkled with-
out excess, neither prominent nor overhanging face. From defined stop, a furrow extend-
ing to middle of skull being traceable to apex. Face from front of cheek bone to nose, 
relatively short, skin may be slightly wrinkled. Muzzle short, broad, turned upwards and 
deep from corner of eye to corner of mouth. Nose and nostrils large, broad and black, 
under no circumstances liver colour, red or brown. Distance from inner corner of eye (or 
from centre of stop between eyes) to extreme tip of nose should not be less than distance 
from tip of the nose to edge of the underlip. Nostrils large wide and open, with well    
defined vertical straight line between. Flews (chops) thick, broad and deep, covering 
lower jaws at sides, but joining underlip in front. Teeth not visible. Jaws broad, strong 
and square, lower jaw slightly projecting in front of upper with moderate turn up. Over 
nose wrinkle, if present, whole or broken, must never adversely affect or obscure eyes or 
nose. Pinched nostrils and heavy over nose roll are unacceptable and should be heavily 
penalised. Viewed from front, the various properties of the face must be equally         
balanced on either side of an imaginary line down centre. 

Look at ear placement and shape, feel them to ensure they are thin, 
do they ‘rose’correctly ? Observe the way they are set on the skull, 
well away from the eyes. 

Use some keys or toy to get the dogs attention, this will show the 
natural carriage of the ears. 

The eyes should be clear and free from any obvious problems. Do 
the eye rims turn in or outwards? 

A good indicator of unhealthy eyes is a dog that blinks excessively. Eye shape and 
health is very important in Breed Watch. You can gently open the eye to examine    
closely. The eyes should be as dark as possible and always brown. 
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JUDGING BULLDOGS AND APPLYING THE BREED STANDARD 

Is the position of the eye in the skull correct and are they 
well set apart ? 

The nose roll, whether whole or split should not interfere 
with the eyes or nostrils, a heavy nose roll should always 
be penalised. Gently lift the roll to ensure it is clean and 
free from infection. 

You need only to look at the nostrils to see if they are open, 
if the dog is making excessive respiratory effort you will 
hear it and see the area around the nostrils sucking in and 
out. No dog showing respiratory distress or breathing noisi-
ly should ever be rewarded. 

Nose and eye pigment should always be black. Liver or red pigment is highly undesirable. 

The under jaw should be upturned and in the shape of an inverted u, but not so upturned 
that the dog appears dish faced, You should open the mouth using the thumb and forefinger 
of each hand to lift the top lip and lower the bottom. All bulldogs are undershot but not so 
much that there is an excessive difference in length between upper and lower jaws. The 
lower teeth should be in a straight line, two large canines with 6 straight teeth between. Are 
the jaws parallel to each other, or is there a twist giving the dog a wry jaw ? 

The head should be brick shaped with a good length of skull. Have another overall look at 
the head, is it balanced with light wrinkle and no point to excess? Does it possess the    
qualities described in the standard? 

Move down to the dogs forequarters. 

Examine the shoulders, they should be broad, sloping 
and powerful, they should feel solid and muscular, the 
brisket should be deep and wide . 

Are the forelegs stout and strong, well developed, set 
wide apart, thick, muscular and straight, bones of legs 
large and straight, not bandy nor curved? Do not con-
fuse muscle on the outside of the foreleg for a ‘bandy’ 
front. 

The pasterns should be strong, straight and upright. 

Are the feet straight and turning very slightly outward; of medium size and moderately 
round and free of any obvious skin conditions ? 

Move to the side of the dog. Feel the width of the rib, is it deep and barrelled ? Is the bris-
ket deep, below the elbows and curving towards the belly before the rib ends ? 
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Are the hindquarters muscular, look at the length of hock, it should 
be relatively short and at a 90% angle to the ground. The stifle 
should be round and slightly turned outwards from the body. 

The tail set should be low set with the tail jutting out rather straight 
and then turning downwards, devoid of fringing, rather short than 
long and never carried above back, you will see this more when the 
dog is moving. Gently move the tail from side to side at the root, 
this is enough to assess for a free moving tail. 

In male exhibits check that the dog has two apparently normal de-
scended testicles. 

 

Bulldog movement is very specific and often misunderstood. The description in the 
standard is very limited. You should view the dog moving from the front, whence the 
dog should not ‘Toe In’ with the front feet coming in or crossing over, from the side and 
from the rear. The Bulldog Breed Council has extended the movement description to 
help with judges training. 

“Appearing to trot with short, quick steps on tips 
of toes, front feet landing just inside width of 
shoulders, hind feet not lifted high, appearing to 
skim ground, moving in a semi- circular motion 
from the inside to outside, and tracking virtually 
behind the front feet. The body weight is trans-
ferred from side to side creating the distinctive 
bulldog roll. When trotting and viewed from the 
side correct topline should be maintained.   
Soundness of movement is of the utmost           
importance. Understanding the movement is vital, 
an incorrectly constructed dog will not move 
properly.” 

Run your hand over the coat, it should feel short and soft and smooth, harsh only from 
shortness and closeness, never wiry. Check for any obvious skin conditions. 

What colour is the dog, is it a breed standard colour? 

Whole or smut, (i.e. whole colour with black mask or muzzle). Only whole colours 
(which should be brilliant and pure of their sort) viz., brindles, reds with their various 
shades, fawns, fallows etc., white and pied (i.e. combination of white with any of the 
foregoing colours). Any other colour is highly undesirable. 

 

JUDGING BULLDOGS AND APPLYING THE BREED STANDARD 
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We cannot weigh a dog whilst judging, so you must use your eyes and hands to assess 
that the dog is a healthy and standard weight. 

23kg for a bitch and 25kg for a dog. 

Only dogs of a suitable quality should be rewarded. Any dogs thought to be lacking in 
merit should not be rewarded, this advice can also apply to the judging of non breed 
standard colours if the judge feels they are lacking in merit. The Kennel Club have 
issued this advice : 

“Judges are required to judge dogs against all elements of the breed standard, it is a 
balanced view. Judges cannot ask for a dog to be withdrawn due to colour – the term 
withdrawn relates to temperament and canine health and welfare issues (Regulation F
(1)21o refers). Similarly a judge cannot exclude a dog from competition due to it  
having a nonstandard colour (Regulation F(1)21n refers). Colour is only one part of 
the breed standard and judges must judge dogs against all elements of the breed 
standard and then weigh up the merits of each dog and place accordingly. Of course 
awards can be withheld if there is a lack of sufficient merit in an exhibit and/or class 
and it is possible that reference to non-standard colour could be considered within this 
general term.” 

When you have selected your class winners and these dogs have come back to chal-
lenge for Best Of Sex / Breed, it is important to move each dog again, it could have 
been several hours since you saw the dogs, you will need remind yourself and also be 
sure that the dogs are still moving correctly. 

When writing a critique, make it precise, using breed specific terms, applicable to the 
dog concerned, and cover the whole dog. Write it in the order that you would go over 
the dog. 

JUDGING BULLDOGS AND APPLYING THE BREED STANDARD 

With thanks to Lorraine Watkins 

Breed Council Education Co-Ordinator 
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Writing a Comprehensive Critique 

Critique writing isn’t always seen as one of the most important aspects of becoming a good judge, but it certainly is 

what puts your judging experience in black and white for all to see after the event, whether they attended the show or 

not.  Critiques are what exhibitors possibly get excited about and then possibly moan about! They are what people 

remember and writing a comprehensive one is certainly a skill. 

 

Now, we aren’t all born literary gurus! Many of us have little in common with William Shakespeare, JRR  Tolkein or J K 

Rowling and people don’t want to read a ‘made up fiction’ of your judging appointment and the dogs that attended.  

They want to read about your opinion and attempt to understand some of your thought process whilst appreciating 

your choices and selections you made on the day.  This article will offer no help with the technical knowledge or as-

pects of your breed, but it will make you think about how you communicate ’your message’. 

 

Don’t fall into the trap of using unnecessary ’officialese’ by using language that sounds official in an attempt to impress 

your readers and increase your judging ’authority’.  Show reports and critiques can and are    allowed to reflect a 

judge’s personality, sticking to just the ‘technical jargon’ can make for a difficult and   uninspiring read which may not 

always support your actions.  Using technical terms will justify to the reader your ability to use these breed terms, but 

not your ability to interpret or relate them to the dogs you’ve judged that day. It’s OK to inform reader/exhibitors if it 

was a ‘Big Class’ or ‘Strong Class’ or even  a ‘Tough class to judge’ this all supports your reasoning. 

Best Practice 

Firstly always write your critique as soon as you can after your appointment.  Ebbinghaus “Forgetting Curve” demon-

strates you recall less than 30% of your memory only 2 days after the event! Which means you won’t even remember 

all your first place winners!  Now this might not be strictly true if you are a  seasoned exhibitor and have an on-going 

awareness of the current exhibited dogs, but it does prove the longer you leave it the harder it becomes and the more 

opportunities for generic words like ‘Good’, ‘Nice’ and ‘OK’ to be used! 

‘Good’, ‘Nice’ and ‘OK’ 

The use of these words will do very little to prove to your audience that you have a suitable understanding of what is 

required of the breed you are judging. When critiquing you need to be more detailed… What   exactly is ’good’? This is 

when you need to use your technical specific breed knowledge to explain what good is. If you don ’t then the critique 

begins to sound very ’average’ and if all the critiques sound ’average’ it doesn’t make for a great show report to ex-

press your views or decisions in your judging experience. 

So what are the replacement words for ’Good’. ’Nice’ and ’OK’ ? Some are listed below: 

 Acceptable 

 Suitable 

 Appropriate 

 Satisfactory 

 Sufficient 

 Adequate 

 Required 

 Correct  
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Writing a Comprehensive Critique 

Look at how the below critique is changed just by swapping a few words: 

 Before:  “Good head, nice body, nice bone to ok feet. Moved ok.” 

 After: “Acceptable head, suitable body, sufficient bone to suitable feet. Moved satisfactorily. 

 

This simple change has now given an indication of your judging ‘standards’, what you believe to be acceptable 

and/or unacceptable.  Now let’s swap some words again, but this was a dog you favoured: 

 Excellent/excelled 

 Admirable 

 Super/Superb/Superior 

 Wonderful 

 Strong 

 

 Before: “Acceptable head, suitable body, sufficient bone to suitable feet. Moved satisfactorily.” 

 After: “Excellent head, wonderful body, sufficient bone to super feet. Moved satisfactorily.” 

 

When you’ve used such positive words this should be ‘backed up’ with why you have such strong   opinions, this 

is when the technical knowledge is required.  You need to be descriptive and explain exactly what you observed 

whilst being objective.  So let’s update that critique again: 

 Before: “Excellent head, wonderful body, sufficient bone to super feet. Moved satisfactorily.” 

 After: “Excellent head due to his width of foreface and correct level eye set making an appealing expression, 

wonderful short and shapely body, sufficient bone to super tight cat-feet, strong  pasterns and short nails. 

Moved satisfactorily.” 

This critique is much more in-depth demonstrating ‘what you liked’ and ;why you liked it’. 

 

Do you criticise in a critique? 

 

There are varying schools of thought regarding the suitability of criticising a dog in print for all to see! 

 

Firstly, for many exhibiting it is a hobby and we are all aware of the saying ‘you always take the best dog home’. 

We are also aware of the time, energy and cost involved with the hobby. So does an  exhibitor really want to 

read about the things that ‘aren’t so great’ about their dog, of which they probably already knew? Likewise cri-

tiquing and judging this way means you sail very close to ‘fault judging’, by default. 
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Writing a Comprehensive Critique 

But secondly, should you be making out that all the dogs you judged were of Champion quality—and perfect in 

every possibly way?  That’s not a realistic approach either! 

 

A good rule of thumb is to only criticise what can be changed, which then makes it much more  constructive 

feedback! This is a fairly safe stance to take, is the dog too fat or too lean? Does the handler need more experi-

ence? Or the dog more training? Was he over-excited or naughty? Could the dog’s coat be in better condition? 

These comments seem a fair trade off than announcing to the world the dog’s jaw is wry; its tail is too tight or it 

throws its shoulder on the move.  Bear in mind; if you wouldn’t say it to their face at a crowded ringside, then 

certainly don’t write it in a critique when they are unable to respond fairly or appropriately. 

 

What happens when you need to justify a placing for one of the more serious faults? Consider this: 

 “Excellent head due to his width of foreface and eye set making an appealing expression, wonderful short 

and shapely body, sufficient bone to super tight cat-feet, strong pasterns and short nails. Moved satisfacto-

rily but preferred the movement of 1st.” 

You don’t need to dwell on what you didn’t like, but you’ve also given a clear reasoning as to why the dog was 

placed as so. You might want to back up your comment on first place by explaining what you liked about the 

movement, e.g. ‘… typical movement maintaining his topline on the move…’ or even ‘...typical movement main-

taining his topline on the move which won him the class…’ and        remove the movement comment entirely 

from the 2nd place as you’ve already made your deciding factor clear to all readers. 

Also, consider not criticising your Best of Breed, this dog is ultimately the dog you felt to be the  closest to the 

breed standard and should be described as such. To criticise this dog leaves the    reader / exhibitor doubting 

why you picked it! Even if it failed to ‘impress you’ this can be communicated generically in the show report pre-

amble or by stating that the dog had the best head or movement ‘of the day’ suggesting you picked the best of 

what you had available, rather than believing it was the finest head or movement you’ve ever seen. 

The Importance of making good notes 

Good notes will ultimately support the quality of your critique, honing this skill will definitely be something you 

learn with practice. What are good notes? This depends! The important thing is not to fall into the ‘Good, Nice 

and OK’ trap.  Try not to use these words in your notes, some people use checklist capturing the basics about 

the dog and then use more detailed hand written notes to highlight exactly why they selected the dog, this sup-

ports the critique structure already mentioned. 

 

Is there a preferred order in making notes? With a head breed it may be the head? But always follow the 

phrase ‘Say (or write)  what you See’ that way your notes will always jog your memory and you can ‘refine’ your 

thoughts and observations during the critique writing process.  Its OK to write about faults in your notes, but 

bear in mind this will do little to help you in writing a comprehensive critique. Likewise  writing the ‘differences’ 

between your placed dogs can certainly help you to identify and justify the placing you have given, but remem-

ber when judging you are comparing each dog to the standard not to each other and once again your critique 

should reflect that. 
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Writing a Comprehensive Critique 

Capturing movement 

From observation correctly capturing movement in a critique can be complex. Many critiques state ‘moved OK’ possi-

bly interpreted as ‘they weren’t lame’. There’s much more to movement that could be captured but when making your 

notes the dogs are ‘stacked’ and therefore requires your memory to make good notes on movement as you observe 

them. Think about: 

 Breed typical movement i.e. Short quick steps, rear skimming action, body ‘roll’. 

 Maintaining Profile / Topline 

 Energy / Enthusiasm / Drive 

 Soundness 

 Character and Showmanship 

 

What Other Tips? 

Avoid using the words ‘Good’, Nice and OK’ will certainly put you in good stead, but what else can you do? 

 What’s the alternative? Some judges have taken to photographing the dogs, capturing them ‘in the  moment’! 

Writing notes can also be time consuming and hard to decipher after the event, other judges have been known to 

use Dictaphones or Laptops.  Ultimately you have to find what works for you. 

 Once you’ve written your critique and assuming it’s done on a PC (not hand written) use the CTRL+F function on 

your keyboard. Type in the word you are looking for and it will return how many times it has been used in your 

document and where they are located.  If the word has been mentioned over 15 times in a critique for only six 

dogs then you may want to consider finding better words and replacing them 

 Read other peoples’ critiques, even from different breeds. It will help you identify how judges’  personalities and 

styles differ and also help you to begin to identify the less desirable traits. 

 Once you’ve written your full show report leave it for a day. Then go back to it and make any final amendments, 

You’ll be surprised what a fresh pair of eyes can see on a second observation. If you still feel you’ve repeated too 

many generic words try referring to a thesaurus,  but don’t fall foul to using officialise as already mentioned. 

 Second pair of eyes, if you have someone you feel confident confiding in, then ask for their impartial opinion of 

your show report and for some constructive feedback on how to improve it for next time. Clearly define the points 

you want them to assess e.g. readability, repetition etc. as te report should still reflect your words, personality 

and opinions—not theirs! 

So to summarise? 

 Practising making good notes as they make better critiques 

 Write your critique as soon as possible after the appointment. 

 Avoid ‘Good, Nice and OK’ 

 Be constructive not criticising 

 Remember to capture movement 

 Write, Rest then Review your show report before submitting it to print. 

What else is left to say apart from ‘Good Luck’, critique writing as with any skill will develop given the appropriate 

time! 

With thanks to Sara Lamont  
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 Integrity is essential. 
 
 Do not rush into judging - ideally you should have at least 5 years experience of  exhibiting in your own 

breed before considering judging for the first time. 
 
 Do not start judging unless you have had success - either as a breeder or exhibitor - otherwise your entries 

may suffer because other exhibitors will not respect your opinion. 
 
 Do not take on other breeds without being proficient in your own. 
 
 It is a judge's job to have the future of the breed in mind. 
 
 Aim for the perfect dog to improve breeding programmes helping to produce good typical speci-

mens free from abnormalities and visible hereditary defects, as close to perfect breed type as possible. 
 
 Know the skeleton, bone and muscle structure of the dog. 
 
 Understand the movement relative to the breed concerned. 
 
 Use the breed standard as your bible and do not be afraid to refer to it in the ring if you are unsure on any 

point at all. 
 
 Study not only the breed standard but read everything available on the  
 
 Steward for the breed as many times as possible. 
 
 Study other judges' methods and procedure. 
 
 Ensure you have a good knowledge of Kennel Club Regulations. 
 
 Read, digest and understand the KC Guide to Judges. 
 
 Join a breed club/clubs and a local Show Committee for general experience where possible, but do not use 

your position to further your own future. 
 
 Attend as many Seminars/Breed Workshops as possible. 
 
 Get 'hands on' experience whenever possible. 
 
 Offer yourself for assessment and examination whenever the opportunity  

arises and take good note of criticism from your peers. 
 
 Make sure you can justify and defend your decisions when questioned by exhibitors. 
 
 Dress in a conventional and acceptable fashion. 
 
 Politeness to exhibitors is of utmost importance. 
 
 Be particularly helpful to young, aged and infirm exhibitors. 

 

REQUIREMENTS OF A DOG SHOW JUDGE 
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HEALTH CORNER 

Observations from a Championship Show Judge thinking about Health 

I have just completed my third CC appointment. Of course these are spaced out 2+ years, so looking 
back at the dogs over that period I must say that the improvement over that time has been  remarkable. 

I was delighted to see lots of previously common problems were not evident: no 
interdigital cysts spoiling feet; no closed-up eyes or the tell-tale issue of blinking 
frequently; few wet eyes underneath, these were down to grooming and care, but 
the more important breeding /conformation improvement points were very evident. 

Most of the exhibits had small or split nose rolls, only 2 had large ones which were 
clean and redness free. 

Feet were nice and tight, probably the reason the cysts weren’t evident. Weight 
wise only a very few liked their dinners too much, most were very comfortable and 
free moving. Shapely pear-shaped bodies, looking down from above, no ‘sausage 
like‘ bodies . 

No breathing noises!! the hall was freezing so none were displaying heat  distress. 
I thought, considering the young dogs had not had socialisation at training classes 
due to COVID 19, they coped very well with the hall which is not a good one to 
show in due to the echoes and noises. 

Tails, I would say are looking much more comfortable. I think only one was tight, 
no ingrowing ones! so no worries there.  We must be very careful as judges, for a 
while we were obsessed with them and this led to a detrimental effect overall. So 
one needs to weigh everything up, and judge the overall conformation taking the 
health issues into account . 

I think this is a skill in itself. The notes made by judges on Breed Watch at the Kennel Club should be 
read before judging bulldogs at all levels and can help you with your placings. Marrying the Standard with 
health must be done because the future of the breed lies in the shop window that enthusiasts can display 
to the world in the show ring. 

I had an opportunity to speak about Breed Watch and its purpose at a Seminar in the Summer. 

Attending the Championship shows, all must be aware that the winning dog has to pass a  Veterinary 
check. This is to ensure no dog ends up in the Group displaying health problems competing for Best in 
Group or Best in Show. 

It applies only to the dogs on Category three list. Straight after winning, a steward escorts the dog to the 
Vet Check where this takes place. If all is well then, the dog progresses; if there is a failure it really re-
flects on the whole breed as usually it makes headlines in the dog papers. 

As a judge I felt very much a burden of sending the correct healthy dogs through. Remember the judges 
are not vets and cannot be expected to spot the health problems that vets pick up, so it is sometimes not 
an obvious failure. Sympathy must be given to the officiating judge in those     cases! 

Exhibitors: I think you should be proud of the health of the dogs you are bringing out ; health testing is 

being taken up by both exhibitors and hobby breeders. We are making headway at last. Thank you 

With thanks to Vicky Collins Nattrass 

Breed Council Health Co-Ordinator 
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HEALTH CORNER 

KENNEL CLUB BREED WATCH—BULLDOGS 

 

Below is the Kennel Club Breed Watch Guide for Judges as mentioned in Mrs Collins 

Nattrass’s article. 

 

Bulldog - Category 3 
 
Particular points of concern for individual breeds may include features not 
specifically highlighted in the breed standard including current issues. In 
some breeds, features may be listed which, if exaggerated, might potentially 
affect the breed in the future. 
 
Prior to 2014, the features listed below were derived from a combination of 
health surveys, veterinary advice, a meeting of The Kennel Club's group judg-
es, feedback from judges at shows or consultation with individual breed 
clubs/councils via the breed health co-ordinators. 
 
From 2014, the structure of Breed Watch allows for a greater involvement by 
judges in the reporting on and monitoring of the points of concern. Read 
more information about Breed Watch. 
 

Points of concern for special attention by judges 
 

 Dogs showing respiratory distress including difficulty in breathing or      
laboured breathing 

 Excessive amounts of loose facial skin with conformational defects of the 
upper and/or lower eyelids so that the eyelid margins are not in normal 
contact with the eye when the dog is in its natural pose (e.g. they turn in, 
or out, or both abnormalities are present) 

 Hair loss or scarring from previous dermatitis 

 Heavy overnose wrinkle (roll) 

 Inverted tail 
 Lack of tail 
 Pinched nostrils 

 Significantly overweight 

 Sore eyes due to damage or poor eyelid conformation 

 Tight tail 
 Unsound movement 

 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/events-and-activities/dog-showing/judging-dog-shows/breed-watch/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/events-and-activities/dog-showing/judging-dog-shows/breed-watch/
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SHOW RING ETIQUETTE 

 

Ensure your dog has a comfort break before he goes into the ring 

Pick up any dropped bait 

Pay attention to the judge’s directions 

Leave plenty of room for the person in front of you 

Use squeaker toys only when it wont disturb other dogs 

Be ready to go into the ring on time 

Ask if others are ready if you are first in line 

Do not show your bitch if she is in season 

Do not show your dog if he/she shows any signs of Kennel Cough 

Only reward your dog when the judge is past looking at the head and bite 

Be sure the steward and judge can see your ring number 

Be polite to other exhibitors, the judge and ring steward 

Do not inhibit other exhibitors 

Concentrate on the judge rather than chatting to people ringside 

Ensure your dog is quiet and contained at ringside 

Do not do anything to disturb dogs being exhibited when ringside 

Keep control of your children 

If you don’t want the rosette, quietly hand it back to the committee 

Ensure you behave courteously at all times at the show 

 

Congratulate the winners 
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Kennel Club Addresses Issue of Unrecognised Colour 

Registrations in Pedigree Dogs 

The Kennel Club and breed clubs are increasingly concerned about fashions in unrecognised colours and these colours 

being advertised as ‘rare’ and the Kennel Club is putting measures in place to tackle the issue while gathering data to 

help protect the welfare of all dogs. 

 

The Kennel Club is wary of the dangers of breeding or buying dogs solely for colour, particularly when these colours are 

unrecognised in the breed and are often advertised as being ’rare’.  People breeding these dogs are often doing so with 

little or no regard for important elements such as health, temperament and conformation, and are effectively duping 

puppy buyers by claiming certain colours are ‘rare’ or advertising litters as colours that do not exist. 

 

Having listened to the views of breed clubs and others involved in the dog world, the Kennel Club has announced the 

first phase of measures to address the problem, which will come into effect immediately.  These measures have come 

about as a direct result of recommendations made by the Kennel Club’s Communications Working Party and have in-

volved a considerable financial investment in database development over the past year. 

 

The measures include: 

 

Kennel Club database change 

 

When registering litters online via MyKC, breeders have previously been presented with a drop-down box which lists all 

recognised colours in their breed and a generic ‘Colour Not Recognised’ option.  This has been updated so that breed-

ers must now manually enter the colour of the puppy if selecting the Colour Not Recognised (CNR) option. This is man-

datory and the colour must be entered to proceed with the registration.  This will enable the Kennel Club to collect data 

on CNR registrations across all breeds, which will be used along with other information to decide what further action 

that needs to be taken, and will mean that the Kennel Club is the only organisation to hold data on colours in all regis-

tered dogs. Although the specific unrecognised colours will not be published, it is planned that the Kennel Club will 

work in conjunction with breed clubs in order to increase knowledge in this area. 

 

Engaging with puppy buyers 

 

After data on CNR registrations has been collected for a number of months, the Kennel Club plans to advise CNR puppy 

buyers, at the point when they transfer their puppy into their name, about the need to choose a mate of a recognised 

colour if planning to breed from their puppy in the future – if they fail to do this, they will run the risk that the Kennel 

Club may not register the progeny. 

 

Education and online resources 

 

To ensure that both puppy buyers and breeders of all levels of experience are made aware of the recognised colours 

across all breeds and the issues with unrecognised colours, new content has been added to the Kennel Club website for 

every single breed – on its Find a Puppy tool and on the Breeds A to Z. Special focus at this stage will be paid to four 

breeds that are known to have seen surges in unrecognised colours – Labradors, Pugs, French Bulldogs and Bulldogs - 

and it is planned to add other breeds to the list in due course. 

A specific ‘What colour should my puppy be?’ web page has also been created with a link to various other areas of the 

Kennel Club website, to highlight what colours are recognised in each breed and the issues with unrecognised colours. 

It is also planned to develop a web-based seminar on recognised colours, with a view to holding Kennel Club regional 

seminars on the same subject at a later date. 

Kennel Club Puppy Naming Service 

 

Some breeders choose to use the Kennel Club Puppy Naming Service when registering their litters. Traditionally, the 

Kennel Club has made its own kennel name available, e.g. Kensteen, when processing these litters for breeders without 

a kennel name. However, in another new measure, breeders without a kennel name will no longer have access to the 

Kennel Club’s own kennel name when registering litters containing CNR puppies. 

 

https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/find-a-puppy/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/search/breeds-a-to-z/
https://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/getting-a-dog/are-you-ready/rare-and-unusual-colours/
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Assured Breeder Scheme 

 

Members of the Assured Breeder Scheme who choose to breed unrecognised colours will be required from now 

on to carry out all health tests in their chosen breed, whether required or recommended, and this information will 

be checked for compliance at the time of joining the scheme as well as during any subsequent visit from a Re-

gional Breeder Assessor. 

 

Penny Rankine-Parsons, Breed Health Coordinator for French Bulldogs, said: “We should all be encouraged by this 

first stage, which the Kennel Club has put in place to address the very complicated problem of unrecognised col-

ours across all breeds. This issue affects my breed more than any other and, although these may be viewed by 

some as small steps, they are certainly positive ones and in the right direction. 

 

“The fact that the Kennel Club  will now be able to record  exactly what colours the CNR registrations are will ena-

ble them to monitor and analyse the statistics and ensure that the next stage and future decisions will be based 

on facts. The various changes to the Kennel Club website are also important in the education of the public about 

correct breed standard colours and, as these changes are quite prominent with links to various pages such as the 

Find a Puppy section, they should prove to be an excellent learning resource for those looking for a puppy." 

 

Vicky Collins-Nattrass, Breed Health Coordinator for Bulldogs, said: “We have had serious concerns with regards to 

unrecognised colours, and thus, we welcome the Kennel Club’s aim of dealing with this issue and look forward to 

the progression of this project.” 

 

Lynda Heron, Joint Breed Health Coordinator for Labrador Retrievers, said: “As the Labrador is the most popular 

breed of dog in the UK, we are glad to see that the Kennel Club is taking steps to address the problem of unrec-

ognised colours in this breed and across the board.  We hope it will serve as a clear warning and help to educate 

puppy seekers and less experienced breeders or those deliberately breeding unrecognised colours.” 

 

Caroline Kisko, Kennel Club Secretary, said: “The Kennel Club is taking this action in relation to unrecognised col-

ours, following concerns expressed by serious breed enthusiasts as well as breed clubs. These measures will send a 

clear message to anyone thinking of breeding a litter or buying a puppy that it is best to avoid doing so based 

upon one factor only – in this case, colour. There is a lot of really useful information for puppy seekers on the Ken-

nel Club website and we are confident that these latest changes will improve the chances of people making more 

informed choices when it comes to buying a puppy in a responsible manner. 

 

“With breeders specifying exactly which unrecognised colours they are registering from now on, the Kennel Club 

will be better placed to analyse the data in order to look at the possibility of a second phase of measures based 

upon science as well as other factors.”  

 

Where there is evidence that certain colours can affect the health of dogs, the Kennel Club may restrict registra-

tions, as it has done for any puppies, for any breed, that are produced as a result of mating two merle (dapple) 

coloured parents together. 

 

Any breed clubs which have experienced issues with unrecognised colours are invited to submit their ideas for 

possible further measures to the Kennel Club. Please email us, ensuring the subject line of ‘Unrecognised colours’ 

is included.  Only genuine suggestions from breed clubs for tackling the issue of unrecognised colours should be 

directed to this email address.   

Kennel Club Addresses Issue of Unrecognised Colour 

Registrations in Pedigree Dogs 

mailto:CNR@thekennelclub.org.uk
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SO, YOU WANT TO BE A JUDGE … 

There are some things that you MUST do in order to meet the judging criteria of The         
Judges Education Plan (JEP), and there are some things that you  SHOULD do !!  
 
Firstly, before you consider judging, get some experience. Go to shows, sit and watch, ask 
questions.   
 
Show your own dogs and be honest to yourself. Assess you own dogs, find their qualities, 
acknowledge their faults.   
 
The best advice I have ever been given was from a judge called Joe     
Braddon when I was just eleven years old. He said “Leave your friendships 
at the edge of the ring and pick them up again on the way out”   
 
He meant, don’t be drawn into placing your friends, because they are your 
friends, but, don’t afraid to place your friends if in your opinion they have the 
best dog. Don’t be upset if friends don’t place you, understand they were 
judging your dog against the Bulldog Breed Standard.   
 
Always judge the dogs to the Standard, the cute cuddly dog may look pretty but it may not be 
the dog that is closest to the Standard.  
 
LEVEL 1 JUDGES EDUCATION PLAN.  
 
To meet Level 1 JEP you MUST meet the following criteria:  
 
 Minimum of five years proven interest in pedigree dogs  
 Attend a requirements of a dog show judge seminar (but not mandatory to take and pass 

examination)  
 Attend a conformation and movement seminar  
 Complete a minimum of two full-day stewarding appointments  
 (Full days stewarding doesn’t mean handing out rosettes, you must learn how the ring 

works and how to organise the awarding of top awards, Best In Show, Reserve Best In 
Show, Best Opposite Sex, Best Puppy and Best Veteran)  

 
You SHOULD:  
 
 Have a good understanding of The Kennel Club Breed Standard for the breed.  
 Fully understand the rules regarding transferring of classes etc, keep yourself up to date 

with KC rules and changes.  
 Have an open mind.  
  
At Level 1 you can judge :  
 
Up to three classes (four if one is a puppy class) for any breed at limited 
or open shows.  
 
Start by judging Canine Societies, get familiar with ‘going over’ dogs, 
there is no substitute for practical experience.  
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SO, YOU WANT TO BE A JUDGE … 

LEVEL 2  
 
TO MEET LEVEL 2 CRITERIA YOU MUST:  
 
 Take and pass Requirements of a Dog Show Judge examination  
 Pass Points of a Dog Assessment  
 Attend a Breed Appreciation Day (BAD) and pass a multiple-choice 

examination (MCE) for the respective breed  
 View Ring Stewarding seminar and take online quiz  
 Complete Critique Writing seminar and take online quiz  
 
You SHOULD:  
 
 Keep going to shows, assess the dogs, question yourself constantly.  
 Continue to show your own dogs.  
 Remember, passing seminars does not make a great judge. Watching, learning, ask-

ing questions of yourself, experienced judges and exhibitors, will make a great judge.  
 Don’t rush to get through as many seminars as possible in as short a time as you can!  
 
AT LEVEL 2 YOU CAN JUDGE :  
 
Unlimited number of classes for the respective breed at Limited, Open or Championship 
shows (no Challenge Certificates (CCs))  
Any variety classes, groups and best in show at limited shows   
 
TO MEET LEVEL 3 CRITERIA YOU MUST:  
 
 Undergo minimum of three mentoring sessions with a minimum of 12 months between 

first and third session  
 Be observed judging a breed club show, breed supported entry show or championship 

show without CCs once mentoring sessions have been undertaken  
 Complete remaining 10 full-day stewarding appointments (onetime qualification)  
 Have owned/bred a minimum of three dogs when they obtained their first entry in The Kennel 

Club Stud Book – save for exceptional circumstances (one-time qualification for first breed in 
which a judge awards CCs)  

 Attended the appropriate sub-group field trial/open gundog working test for first gundog breed or 
ring procedure at licensed shows (German Shepherd Dog education programme) online exam 
(one-time qualification)  

 Have achieved the relevant hands-on experience in line with the stated requirements for the rel-
evant stud book band:  

 
Bulldogs are currently in Band 5 for the number of dogs that are 
required for ‘hands on’ experience. From January 2022 they will 
be moved to Band 4, which means that 60 dogs are required, as 
well as all the above criteria, for any judge to be eligible to give 
CCs. ( The Bulldog Breed Council will be challenging this decision 
and will be requesting that we are moved to Band 5, which is our 
current requirement.)  
 
Our Stud Book band has been increased to Band E which means 
Stud Book numbers can be achieved by winning 1st, 2nd and 
3rd in both Limit and Open classes.  
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SO, YOU WANT TO BE A JUDGE … 

Band 1 – 15 dogs  
Band 2 – 20 dogs  
Band 3 – 35 dogs  
Band 4 – 60 dogs  
Band 5 – 90 dogs  
Band 6 – 125 dogs  
  
YOU SHOULD :  
 
The Mentoring Sessions are set at a minimum of 12 months 
between the first and the third. It can be longer if you feel you 
want to gain more experience, judge more dogs, watch for 
longer, that’s fine. The more you learn, the better judge you 
will be.  
 
 Continue to judge as many dogs as you can. 
 Continue to watch ringside. 
 Continue to assess your dogs.  
 Look at more experienced judges placings, would you do the same ? Why not ?   
 Formal mentoring is excellent but use informal mentoring, talk to more experienced judges 

and breeders, listen to advice.  
 Look at your own breeding and the placings you are given. If you are regularly breeding or 

showing dogs that are in the top awards, pat yourself on back and know you must have an 
eye for the breed !  

  
THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF EVENT MAY BE USED TO CLAIM HAND-ON EXPERIENCE 
NUMBERS: 
 
 Breed Classes at Championship Shows without CCs  
 Breed Classes at Open Shows  
 Breed Classes at Limited Shows  
 Mock / Training Classes at Breed Club Shows (Practical Judging Days) – only one occasion 

can be claimed and a maximum of five dogs  
 Dogs judged at Kennel Club Approved Assessments, maximum of five dogs – only one occa-

sion and a maximum of five dogs. Cannot be used in addition to mock classes.  
 Dogs judged at Inter or Intra-Club Single-Breed Matches  
 Special Award Classes at Breed Club Shows  
 Supported Entry Shows  
 Dogs judged at Single Breed ‘Dog of the Year Competitions  
 Overseas appointments  
 
DOGS JUDGED AT THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF EVENT MAY NOT BE INCLUDED IN A 
JUDGES ‘HAND ON’ EXPERIENCE:  
 
 AVNSC and variety classes  
 At fun days  
 Conjointly with other judges at events where the candidate judge is not required to give       

independent judgment on the dogs  
 Any JEP mentoring sessions  
  
AT LEVEL 3 YOU CAN JUDGE :  
 
Unlimited number of classes for the respective breed at Limited, Open or Championship Shows 
(no CCs)  
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TO MEET LEVEL 4 CRITERIA YOU MUST:  
 
Attend and passed a Breed-Specific Assessment for the specific breed run by The Kennel Club  
 
AT LEVEL 4 YOU CAN :  
 
 Award Challenge Certificates in the respective breed  
 Any Variety Classes, Groups and Best in Show at Open and Limited shows.  
  
THERE ARE SOME VERY IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER BEFORE YOU JUDGE:  
 
 You have to attend a Requirements of a Dog Show Judge seminar (but not mandatory to 

take and pass examination)  
 Attend a Conformation and Movement seminar  
 Complete a minimum of two full-day Stewarding appointments.  
 
You cannot judge any classes at all unless you do this .  
  
For advice about what to do next under The Judges Education Plan contact your Breed          
Education Coordinator.  
 
A full list of contacts is available on the Kennel Club Website   

With thanks or Lorraine Watkins 
Breed Council Education Co-Ordinator 

SO, YOU WANT TO BE A JUDGE … 
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SEMINARS 

Currently Available Seminars :  Mrs Christina Chapman 

 

15th January 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge 

Alfreton Derbyshire 

Contact Christine Baillis 01455 822 821 

Email: Tissalian@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

29th January 2022 

Requirements of a Dog Show Judge 

Langley Burrell Nr. Chippenham 

Contact Christine Meakin 01225 705 499 

Email: cmeakin30@hotmail.com 

19th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Puppy Development 

Oswaltwistle 

Contact Chelsey Harrison 07487 794127 

Email: chelseylorraine88@gmail.com 

20th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Critique Writing 

Nr M25 Crews Hill (Opposite Woldens Garden 

Centre) 

Contact Jacqui Haigh 0781 555 0101 

Email: lasermembershipsecretary@yahoo.com 

26th February 2022 

Requireents of a Dog Show Judge and  

Critique Writing 

Newcastle 

Contact Wendy Absalom 0775 336 4341 

Email: wendyabsalom@gmail.com 

27th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and 

Puppy Development 

Newcastle 

Contact Wendy Absalom 0775 336 4341 

Email: wendyabsalom@gmail.com 

13th February 2022 

Conformation & Movement and  

Puppy Development 

Aberdare Mid Glamorgan 

Contact Mrs L Holt  

Email: treharriscaninetreasurer@gmail.com 
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DISCOVER DOGS 

Discover Dogs is held biannually at the ExCeL London and The NEC Birmingham during 
Crufts. 

It aims to educate people in all aspects of dog ownership.  

It helps people to learn about the right breed for their lifestyle and how to buy from a re-
sponsible breeder, in addition to helping them find out all they need to know about caring, 
training and enjoying life with their dog.  

It is a fun family orientated event where people can meet and greet around 200 breeds of 
dog from Great Danes, the world’s tallest breed of dog, to Chihuahuas, the world’s smallest 
breed.  

The Bulldog Breed Council have attended the Crufts events for many years. 

Until this year The London Bulldog Society covered the London event but this year The 
Bulldog Breed Council took over the organising with help from Bulldog owners in the South. 

● Returning this year was the Cuddle Corner pop up - a dedicated area for visitors to chill 
out on beanbags cuddling their favourite breeds. 

● There was also the Young Kennel Club (YKC) Interactive activity ring providing young 
visitors with the opportunity to have a go at agility, learn to train a dog and take part in an 
obstacle course with some of the ‘professional’ dogs at the event. 

● The UK Junior Handler of the Year final was first held at the show in 2008 and the show 
has continued to welcome young dog handlers, aged 6 to 16 years old, to compete every 
year since. 

● The Kennel Club recognises 221 breeds of pedigree dog, and nearly 200 of were repre-
sented at Discover Dogs 2021. 
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DISCOVER DOGS 

The Bulldog Breed Council attend to educate the public about the breed, we supply leaflets 
on : 

. Buying a puppy, with information on where to find a good breeder. 

. The Bulldog Breed Council Health Scheme and how to participate. 

. The Breed Watch Document 

. Non Breed Standard Colours 

. Information on Eyes 

. Information on Tails. 

WE also decorate the booths with information and pictures, all aimed at educating the    

public to make the right decisions. 

We regularly win awards for our stand, this year we won 3rd place over all. In 2018 we won 
the Utility group at Crufts Discover Dogs and went on to win runner up prize in all breeds.   
 
We have designed and made new information panels this year, no more sticking laminated 
sheets onto plastic boards every morning !   
 
We appreciate all the volunteers that help us every year, we have some regular helpers 
that give up their time every year, huge thanks to all of them.  
 
WE couldn’t do it without you !!!  
 
Never been to Discover Dogs ?? Come and visit us at Crufts in March 2022.  
 
Look forward to seeing you there !  
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BULLDOG SCHOOL   
 

 EYES 

“Seen from front, situated low down in skull, well away from ears. Eyes and stop in same 
straight line, at right angles to furrow. Wide apart, but outer corners within the outline of 
cheeks. Round, of moderate size, neither sunken nor prominent, in colour very dark – almost 
black – showing no white when looking directly forward. Free from obvious eye problems.”   
 
From the Bulldog Breed Standard. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Light or blue eyes are undesirable (pure KC bulldogs should never be deliberately bred to pro-
duce blue eyes ) and of course they should be free from obvious eye problems.  
 
It is very important to check your bulldogs’ eyes daily and worth having some eye wash , 
 
Remend and antibiotic eye ointment or drops are handy but it is essential your bulldog is seen 
by a vet as soon as possible as eye problems can become very serious if left un-
treated. 
 

Common Eye Problems  
 
CHERRY EYE, Cherry eye is a disorder of the        
nictitating membrane, also called the third eyelid,       
present in the eyes of dogs and cats. Cherry eye is 
most often seen in young dogs under the age of two. 
Common misnomers include adenitis,  hyperplasia,   
adenoma of the gland of the third eyelid; however,  
cherry eye is not caused by hyperplasia, neoplasia, or 
primary inflammation. In many species, the third eyelid 
plays an  essential role in vision by supplying oxygen 
and nutrients to the eye via tear production. Cherry 
eye results from a defect in the retinaculum which is         
responsible for anchoring the gland to the periorbita.  
 
This defect causes the gland to prolapse and  protrude from the eye as a red fleshy mass. 
Problems arise as sensitive tissue dries out and is subjected to external trauma Exposure of 
the tissue often  results in secondary inflammation, swelling, or infection. If left untreated, this 
condition can lead to dry eye syndrome and other complications.  
 
For information and help regarding the treatment of Cherry Eye, please contact Bulldog 
Rescue & Rehoming via their Facebook page. 
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DRY EYE most ordinarily happens in moderately aged or 
older bulldogs. It normally influences the two eyes however, 
one eye may seem, by all accounts, to be more affected than 
the other. Its a sign your bulldog isn’t making enough tears his 
body will attempt to repay by making thick, yellow, or green 
bodily fluid that will release from his eyes. Causes can be     
imperfection or brought about by illness or even medication . 
 
 
ENTROPION happens when the eyelid rolls internal toward the eye, and afterward, the 
eyelashes scratch the eye each time your bulldog squints. Whenever left untreated, entropion 
can cause eye scarring, contamination, and visual impairment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECTROPION is another eye issue related to the hereditary quality of sagging eyelids, and 
it normally influences the both eyes .with ectropion it causes the sensitive tissues that line the 
lower eyelids surface to spread / droop allowing the eyeball to get uncovered opening it up to all 
sorts of health problems . 
 

BULLDOG SCHOOL   
 

 EYES 
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Courtesy of Bulldog Rescue and Rehoming  

 
 
 
DISTICHIASIS (plural distichiae) is an extra eye-
lash that arises from the margin of the eyelid through 
the duct or opening of the meibomian gland or adja-
cent to it, although they may arise at other locations 
along the eyelid margins. The condition in which these 
abnormal eyelashes are found is called distichiasis. 
 
 
PINKEYE = Conjunctivitis is an inflammation or 
infection of the transparent membrane (conjunctiva) 
that lines the eyelid ad covers the while part of the 
eyeball. When small blood vessels in the conjunctiva 
become inflamed, they are more visible. This is what 
causes the whites of the eyes t appear reddish or 
pink. 

Though pink eye can be irritating, it rarely affects the 
vision. Treatments can help ease the discomfort of 
pink eye. Because pink eye can be contagious, early 
diagnosis and treatment can help limit its spread. 

TEAR STAINS = Tear staining is usually caused 
by epiphora, which is the technical word for exces-
sive tear production. The tear stains themselves are 
reddish-brown streaks under a dog's eyes. While tear 
staining is typically no more than a minor annoyance, 
it can also be a symptom of a serious eye health 
problem , an hereditary issue or sometimes its as 
simple as changing foods also remember its common 
in puppies when teething or maturing/head growth 
and changes . In order to treat/remove tear stains, it 
is best to find out what the cause of them is before 
treating 
 
CORNEAL ULCERS  Most common reason for 
corneal ulcers is an eye injury, which might be the 
consequence of scouring, a feline scratch, or contact 
with a sharp item. Corneal ulcers are also ordinarily 
brought about by substance consumption that hap-
pens when a bulldog gets soap or disinfectant in his 
eyes . 
 
Eye health testing is available for bulldogs and if you are buying a pure KC registered 
puppy it is worth asking your breeder about this subject . 

BULLDOG SCHOOL   
 

 EYES 
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 

So it’s that time of year again, the time when most rescues batten down the hatches for the influx 

of unwanted Christmas puppies.  

Surprisingly this has never been an issue for us here at BDR. The Post Christmas rush doesn’t 

seem to be a thing in bulldogs – but the Pre Christmas rush – well that’s a totally different story.  

You can guarantee from the day the kids go back to school in the September, the number of re-

home requests will steadily start to flood their way in and by Christmas we are really up against it 

trying to find spaces for all those who’s owners are not prepared to wait until the new year.  

This year has seen an increase in old dogs which is always sad – one of which has lived outside 

for the past 2 years so I’m so glad he’s got a Christmas indoors this year even if it is just with a 

foster home – it’s warm and that’s what matters.  

It’s always difficult when the old dogs find their way in but at Christmas time it always feels that  

little more sad.  

We have to strike a very fine balance at this time of year between trying to find them all a home for 

Christmas but at the same time being careful not to throw them into the middle of the Chaos that is 

Christmas Day with people he doesn’t know.  

To combat this we have a cut off point, and we stop letting dogs move from the weekend before – 

even if the new family are home checked - and this no movement rule stays in place right through 

until the New Year.  

So you can imagine what our return to work is like at this time of the year.  

The festive fortnight is often the only time we have off all year so come January not only is there 

the expected backlog of emails, rehome requests, general enquiries and all other non urgent     

activity but there’s also the backlog of dogs waiting to go home to oversee.  

Time off is always a double edged sword but in order for us to keep going all year it’s also just as 

important that we take some time to kick back and relax with the family.  
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BULLDOG RESCUE NOTICE 

BOARD 

Of course we have an Emergency phone line in place the entire time so 

it’s not really a full break but it really does help recharge the old batter-

ies.  

But what about the dogs that are spending the festive season in our 

care?  

Well, it’s not home but we try very hard to make it as best for them as 

we can.  

Despite any time off the dogs still need looking after so seeing me 

cleaning kennels in my PJs over Christmas and New year is not an   

uncommon sight and there’s always something  special about a Christ-

mas Walk, even if it is the same walk you do with them every day.  

The dogs at the kennels each have an Advent calendar which we open 

each morning and once the office is closed we aim to undertake a spe-

cial Christmas spruce up in the grooming room for each of them so 

they get that special pamper and one to one time.  

Any left over Christmas dinner is always given to the kennel residents 

– even if my own dogs think that’s a reason to call rescue in itself.  

The dogs in foster become part of the family so a present under the 

tree is always ready for them on Christmas morning in an effort to try 

and make it as normal for them as we can.  

In non covid years we do a Shoe Box campaign – the main aim of 

this is to a) ensure all the dogs that are spending Christmas in our 

care get a present, but also that b) we go out and visit every dog that 

was rehomed that year to give them their box and make sure they 

are OK.  

We were unable to do it last year and we decided against it this year 

also as we weren’t sure what the pandemic restrictions would be but 

it’s something all the volunteers that take part really enjoy – playing 

Santa for the day and meeting all the dogs we helped that year     

really does help make it all worth while.  

Members of the public very generously send their shoeboxes to us filled with Bulldog Friend-

ly stuff and wrapped in Christmas paper – watching the dogs find their way into the box is 

just the best feeling ever.  

So even when we are sat round the table we are only ever one phone call away from our 

Christmas being cancelled, running a rescue really is a vocation and something that requires 

100% commitment – but even after 20 years – I still love it. Happy New Year everyone – lets 

face it – it can’t get much worse can it?  

With thanks to Tania Holmes 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog No 5 

Hello Bulldoggers, Welcome to no 5 in the Series… 

We hope you are enjoying our column. 

As promised, we will be sharing some more Barking Mad times we have had as well as help-
ing you to make your Bulldog a STAR! 

New year, new start. January Diet! Yes! It’s that time of year again, detox, spring clean, a new 
me! 

It’s great for our Bulldogs as well, extra walkies, good food with more veg and fruit. I follow   

Dr Karen Becker a fantastic Dog Food and Nutrition expert, I adore her You Tube Videos - 

MercolaHealthyPets 

The best thing about all the work we have done in the past are the fun and 
memories made with our Bulldogs.  Every photo is a precious memory, a 
treasured moment from the past that will stay here forever.  I feel this way 
about the TV Shows, Videos we have done.  I will be sharing some of our 
best ones with you. 

Music Video 

This was a really fun gig, again you never know what the next call will be.   

I was found on facebook and received a message from an agent working with DJ Fresh 

and Craig David who wanted a Bulldog to play himself in his latest music video.  Two 

days filming in London.  One on location and 1 on set.  

The good thing was there were a few days rest for King in between each day.  When on 

a film set it can be a few days in a row.  Never be worried to ask for breaks or to go off 

set for a Dog nap and a personal break. 

Off we went on Location to a Pet Shop in West London, King was the star of this show 
and the first scene was that he was arrested by the “feds” and locked up (in a crate in the 
pet shop). 

The camera was right in his face for a close up, he was so professional 

and I was so proud and all the actors and crew spoilt him all day long.  

Sneaking him treats from the Pet Shop! 

A very long afternoon with lots of breaks sitting in the pub on the corner 

in between scenes!  King is no lover of a crate, but handled it well. I 

had to keep reminding them to turn off the spot lights when not filming 

otherwise we would have a hot and panty Bulldog! 

You can watch the Music Video here:- 

DJ Fresh vs Diplo - Bang Bang (Official Video) ft. R. City, Selah Sue, Craig David - 
YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8H2jC4EphE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8H2jC4EphE
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog No 5 

The second day was in the studio working with a Green Screen, 

that was fun.  We were on MTV about 10 times daily and got to no 

15 in the Charts. It was so funny, I was getting my nails manicured 

and King’s Video came on and I jumped up screaming that’s my 

BOY!  Definitely a proud Mum moment! 

 

Another photo shoot we did was not so glamourous, it was a Studio and location shoot for Pull 

and Bear Fashion House.   

The Studio was great, here are some behind the scenes shots so you can see how it looks from 
where I was sitting with Lil Belle and Angel Star (We could not get a Dog Sitter for the girls so we 
had to take them with us, always something to consider)!  The client was fine with this.   

 

Here is Peter telling King to 
Stand with the Model. 

A quick change 
of Models each 
of them all 
fussed him 
which is pain 
when you are 
trying to keep 
King calm and 
still! 

So many people for one 

shoot, you should see it 

when it’s for Video or TV, 

there are so many more 

people, camera’s and lights, 

you need to have a confi-

dent Bulldog with a lovely 

nature.  Lil Belle has always 

been on the nervous side 

so we don’t ask her perform 

on shoots like this, but at a 

small shoot or filming at 

home is where she is in her 

element. 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog No 5 

 

Then on to the location shoot, which was a short drive away to  Abbey 
Road Music  Studios and also Kilburn flats where lots of people film 
there.  Mainly London Gangster films.  I recently notice they filmed BBC 
1’s Angela Black there.  The locals must get fed up with it! 

King with his Models and 

then Peter fussing and prais-

ing King in between Model 

change overs on a cold wet 

day in North London.  Not all 

shoots are glamorous!  

 

Then a quick iconic photo for us of King and Peter on Abbey Road Recording Studio Crossing:- 

Going from a warm studio to outside in the wet and 

cold, coats on until the shoot was all set up.  Then 

coats off until all completed.  Just added a sparkly 

Union Jacket Coat for the Abbey Road photo, it just 

seemed to suit the scene perfectly.  After a lot of 

fuss and a 100 photos taken by  Japanese tourists. 

Back in a lovely warm car, with soft fluffy quilts, a bit 

of dinner and a 2 hour drive back home!   

Some of these photos were on line on the Pull and Bear Website as well as in some Fashion Magazines. 

Then once home, a nice special dinner including steak and vegetables, then this happens!   

Personally, my  favourite photo of the day! 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog No 5 

Valentines Day! 

Another excuse to get some fantastic photo’s of your Bulldogs with Red Roses, hearts and much 

more.  I love a Valentines shoot especially with cute puppies, just so very adorabull! 

Here is King with a Red Rose, never easy working with a prop or two but the result is so very 
worth it.  This photo went into Chat Magazine inside cover… It mutts be love! 

This is a perfect time to get your props and backgrounds all ready for some great photo opportu-

nities.  You can make your own personal cards and send to loved ones or sell for charity. 

Pet magazines and fashion magazines as well as local papers love these photos.  Sometimes 

you can get paid up to £300 for a really good photo!  Worth putting some practice in.  Please 

make sure your props are safe and keep an eye on them, no accidents or chewing of props! 

Here are some more cute puppy Valentine photos to hopefully inspire you.  I adore the kissing 
puppies, I think this has to be one of my all time favourites.  My photographer was able to catch 
this “money shot” so perfectly.  Practice make perfect. 
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A Day in The Life of A Celebrity Bulldog No 5 

Television 

There are a lot of things we have filmed at home with our Bullies, I hope to share these with 

you over the coming months. 

One you can watch now on netflix (Series 2 episode 23)  is my Come Dine With Me episode.  

I filmed this 6 years ago now but I think this is what we are most recognised for as has been 

repeated 30 plus times on Ch 4 and now on Netflix.  We are forever grateful to Ch 4 and their 

love of our Bulldogs as this led on to my own TV Show with them for The Pet Talent Agency 

Barking Mad. 

CDWM was filmed April 8th our Anniversary, poor Pete was outside in the car with the Bullies, 
getting ready for them to perform as my guests arrived.  Of course I had a full Bulldog menu 
with Bulldog Beer Beef and Ale Pie, which I have to say was so very yummy, followed by my 
Bulldog Bonanza with a tip of hat the The Edward Foundation.  Poor Pete …  they ate all the   
dinner and the dessert, he had to grab a quick take away after filming! 

We finally finished the last part around 2am and feeling worse for wear, there is only one 

Taxi you actually get in to reveal your score.  It takes ages for each person to drive round the 

block twice as you are so tired you make mistakes. 

The morning when I filmed my episode I did not get into bed until 3am and they were bang-

ing on my front door at 9am wanting to me to gut a Dover Sole!  I was so hanging and really 

tried to be professional by you can visibly see the bags under my eyes!  

We filmed my introduction at the beach with Dover Castle in the distance and filmed the     
reveal at my best restaurant the Dover Patrol right on the beach, a lovely setting. 

Did I win or lose?  Well, you will just have to watch to find out… 

 

Next Month we will be sharing the Celebrity’s we have met and worked with along the way 

and giving you all the gossip. 

 

With grateful thanks to Karen Chamberlain 
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Reflections on Judging 
by Dr. Gareth Morgan-Jones 

As a follow-up to my last essay in which I discussed how we use and apply standards it might be 
appropriate to again return to the subject of judging and how those of us who are involved in this 
activity view our role.  
 
How do our viewpoints impact the way we go about the business of evaluating respective merit? 
How do our priorities differ or vary? What impact does experience have? How well, or otherwise, 
do we translate educational experiences into acceptably valid practice?  
 
These are some of the things which seemingly always fascinate the mind.  
 
Periodically perhaps we can all do with a primer on the variables in this regard. We, exhibitors and 
judges alike, need to become fully cognizant of the way things work.  
 
We become knowledgeable about this especially and largely through personal experience.  
 
We become mindful of all the permutations, of all that is involved, by the very act of doing. It isn’t 
some perfectly simple, uncomplicated undertaking, it isn’t a totally superficial activity. It may not be 
quantum physics but it isn’t straight-forward plumbing either.  
 
There are tortured, somewhat complicated, interdependencies at play, of which we should always 
be aware.  
 
Learning curves vary, the ability to effectively apply acquired information differs, but when all is said 
and done, practical knowledge and skill in its employment surely comes from continued participa-
tion. Proficiency comes from practice, provided other ingredients are there in sufficient quantity.  
 
What is personally encountered, undergone, lived through, contributes to a cumulative effect, a 
condition. Every judge has a so-called comfort zone when it comes to individual breeds. The confi-
dence level, and the degree and intensity thereof, obviously differs for various reasons.  
 
This is surely reflected in uneven competence.  
 
The extent-of-familiarity factor kicks in. Awareness, or lack thereof, of the trade-offs which, more 
often than not, have to be made contributes in all of this. What goes into decision making will not 
always necessarily be the same.  
 
It essentially depends on a bipartite situation where there exists a correspondent influence. There 
is a complementariness being factored in.  
 
Firstly there is the preparedness of the person doing the evaluating, secondly there is the relative 
merit of the exhibits under surveillance. These serve to fill out the picture. Where there is harmony 
in this context a decision is reached easily and fluidly, where there is conflicting confusion some-
thing isn’t working. 
 
Have you lost me yet? 
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What I am trying to say is that during the process of judging dogs in conformation competition there 
are a number of things which enter into the equation.  
 
Priorities may fluctuate, focus may vary, competence may be compromised. Beyond the learning   
experiences which judges undertake there is the sometimes daunting challenge of applying the 
knowledge gained in a specific context.  
 
From time to time judges are asked questions as to whether or not experience plays a significant role 
in how they approach their role and whether or not their priorities change, or are at least somewhat 
modified, as time goes by.  
 
In other words, whether being involved in this activity is a progressive learning experience or some-
thing which is static and largely unchanging.  
 
Oddly enough when individuals are asked to comment on such matters different answers and obser-
vations are almost always forthcoming.  
 
Judges do indeed, apparently, view the way they go about their business in various ways. This is 
perhaps surprising, if you think seriously about it. There is certainly no uniformity in the way folks look 
at how to responsibly fulfil this function.  
 
Some maintain that they judge exactly the same today as they did on day one and never deviate 
from the way they have always gone about this task while others believe that they mature and learn 
the more they judge. Some are evidently stuck in their ways permanently, so to speak, others take a 
more flexible stance.  
 
Some say that they never change their thinking about the process of reaching judging decisions 
whereas others will say that their approach might vary and that they might modify their emphasis and 
priorities, depending upon their level of experience.  
 
Some stick to what they believe, irrespective.  
 
Now the corollary questions which arise from this are as follows.  
 
Which of these two diametrically opposed mental positions are the better from the point of view of  
cogency, effectiveness and validity?  
 
Which is the more convincing in terms of likely outcome?  
 
Do the good judges belong in one category and the not-so-respected ones in the other? 
 
It can surely be argued that the aptitude and facility to evaluate exhibits well is the product of intelli-
gence derived directly from knowledge and experience.  
 
Information is gathered about the morphology, structure, and resultant movement, of the dogs being 
shown and this is followed by the application of that which is gleaned.  
 
This is the way in which comparative evaluations of respective merits are predominantly made. Then 
there is, of course, the showmanship factor.  

 

Reflections on Judging 
by Dr. Gareth Morgan-Jones 
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It follows that each judge has, ideally, to undergo a continuing process of conscious learning in or-
der to reach a certain level of thought proficiency.  
 
By this I mean that an effective judge has to become adept at balancing the various elements which 
come into consideration. These will not always be the same and this is obviously why the notion of 
practice makes perfect comes into play.  
 
Possession of knowledge is one thing, the effective application thereof is something else entirely. 
 
The latter activity is where the going sometimes gets tough.  
 
Full awareness of the trade-offs which invariably have to be made is a starting point. These often 
differ, depending on the breeds being passed upon. This is surely why there has, ideally, to be 
some flexibility.  
 
Prioritizing is not something which should necessarily be uniform across the board. Some breeds 
are more challenging than others for reasons which are usually abundantly and perfectly obvious.  
 
The skill and resultant stature of a judge, and the respect which he or she commands, is certainly, 
or should be, in direct proportion to how he or she deals with these challenges. 
 
In this day and age, where we see further changes in breeds, a judge has to be cognizant of a    
certain responsibility.  
 
The focus which he or she adopts has to be relevant. It’s really no use going around merely saying 
that balance and type are the things which one prioritizes.  
 
This is all well and good as an overall sentiment, on face value, but a little too abstract and generic 
to be meaningful. A certain specificity is absent in such statements. This is why parent clubs from 
time to time fire off these communications with containing messages directed at those of us who 
perform the judging function.  
 
I’ve been the recipient of several myself this past year. When the outline of a breed, for example, is 
modified by deliberate selection the red flags go up and a judge has to be on top of his game in   
order to responsibly deal with a particular challenge.  
 
This has been the case with at least two numerically-large and popular breeds in these past several 
years.  
 
In judging well a deliberate series of thought processes are involved and being aware of what one 
is dealing with is surely critical. If a standard calls for a square breed and it evidently becomes rec-
tangular over time a judge has to resolve in his or her mind how to confront the situation, specifical-
ly whether or not to take a position and make a stand. This requires courage. Same with changes in 
size. There is justified concern.  
 
Extent of preparedness is always reflected in competency or lack thereof. An ability to determine 
the degree of deviation from the understood ideal characteristics and the significance of same 
comes into play here. 
 

 

Reflections on Judging 
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Judging well, as I said in one or two previous essays, some years ago now, essentially involves 
relating confronted reality, in the form of exhibits, to a concept of an ideal. Not always an easy 
thing to do I might add.  
 
The process involved can be tortuous, especially given the shifting and erratic genetically-based 
vagaries which occur within breeds.  
 
When there occurs a readily discernible deviation from that which is considered normal and 
proper things can get mighty awkward and difficult. Well, not really, you might readily say.  
 
That which is contained in breed standards serves, after all, as a foundation. In order to not only 
accurately compare a number of dogs but also to quickly assess how each matches up, relative 
to others, to the dictates of a written description, requires considerable background and facility 
however.  
 
Not only this, an immediate and intuitive awareness, recognition and appreciation must come 
into play. A certain cognition, the act of conscious knowing, kicks in, followed hopefully by ra-
tional thought.  
 
Quite obviously this involves much more than determining respective merit in terms of overall 
make and shape. It should also include what one might refer to as a feel for the essence of a 
breed. This does not always come easily, which accounts for the fact that some judging can 
best be described as being predominantly generic in nature.  
 
This is where the experience factor comes into play. It takes time and exposure to hone and fine 
tune an understanding of the essential characteristics of any breed. 
 
In the process of becoming sufficiently familiar with a breed to judge it competently and with  
discernment, a number of essential steps have to be taken.  
 
Three main actions are involved.  
 
First and foremost is the acquistion of basic knowledge, including particulars of origin, purpose, 
development, typifying characteristics, and so on.  
 
Then there comes the integration of this information into what one might refer to as a previously
-possessed understanding of things such as canine anatomy and structure.  
 
Following this comes the application of the newly-obtained information and it is in this area that 
the greatest challenge lies. A concientious judge surely continues to learn and thereby proges-
sively hones and sharpens his or her skills. I 
 
n the ongoing process a sophisticated feel for each breed is cultivated. Not to do so, more often 
than not, translates into generic judging.  
 
Looking for an overall picture of a dog is fine in and of itself but there is surely a little more to it 
than that.  
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The ultimate learning in all of this comes with the doing and this is a devel-
opmental process.  
 
When someone says that their judging priorities do not ever change do 
they mean in general terms or are they saying that they judge every breed 
in the same way over time, irrespective of a prevailing and altered context?  
 
There is, of course, always a challenge in setting a balance and not to 
overly-emphasize one   aspect or other.  
 

Take, for example, the matter of making a trade-off between a better-made exhibit versus one 
that exemplifies superior breed type. Those who judge the Toy breeds will know exactly what I’m 
talking about.  
 
How does one weight the one against the other? On what basis does one prioritize? Personal 
whim or more substantive reasoning?  
 
 
Obviously, in order to be prepared for this sort of choice, there has to be some prior awareness. 
Without broad experience, however much knowledge one possesses, there comes a time when 
difficult choices have to be made. 
 
I believe that it is true to say that our better judges have mastered their craft by lengthy and ex-
tensive practice. In this the application of mental discipline as well as sound intellectual method is 
essential.  
 
The former is in part needed in order to neutralize over-emotional, subjective responses to reality.  
 
A judge may not always be fully aware of all of the influences which go into the act of reaching 
decisions but there has to be some control.  
 
Likewise a judge may think that he or she approaches the task in precisely the same way each 
time in the ring but may not in fact do so. Hence the oftentime differences in response when 
asked about such things as priority consistency.  
 
Judging is not all about instinct and intuition. A perfectly valid decision does not, however, neces-
sarily have to be based solely on reason.  
 
A proficient judge can evaluate some of they key features of a particular dog, such as profile, bal-
ance, and movement peculiarities, readily but after this comes the more sophisticated part which 
involves a consideration of that which we refer to as type.  
 
Whether or not some or all judges go through periods when their focus and priorities differ is, in 
reality, anyone’s guess. Some might think this to be the case when, in reality, nothing could be 
further from the truth and vice versa. What is viewed by the mind as the relative importance of 
one thing or another at any given time may certainly vary. This is in the subjective nature of 
things. In trying to analyze and understand this evaluative process there are always going to be 
some intangibles.  
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THE BULLDOG BREED STANDARD 

 A Breed Standard is the guideline which describes the ideal characteristics, temperament and ap-

pearance including the correct colour of a breed and ensures that the breed is fit for function. Ab-

solute soundness is essential. Breeders and judges should at all times be careful to avoid obvious 

conditions or exaggerations which would be detrimental in any way to the health, welfare or sound-

ness of this breed. From time to time certain conditions or exaggerations may be considered to 

have the potential to affect dogs in some breeds adversely, and judges and breeders are request-

ed to refer to the Breed Watch section of the Kennel Club website. 

 

If a feature or quality is desirable it should only be present in the right measure. However if a dog 

possesses a feature, characteristic or colour described as undesirable or highly undesirable it is 

strongly recommended that it should not be rewarded in the show ring. 

 

General Appearance 

Smooth-coated, fairly thick set, rather low in stature, broad, powerful and compact. Head, fairly 

large in proportion to size but no point so much in excess of others as to destroy the general sym-

metry, or make the dog appear deformed, or interfere with its powers of motion. Face relatively 

short, muzzle broad, blunt and inclined upwards although not excessively so. Dogs showing      

respiratory distress highly undesirable. Body fairly short, well knit, limbs stout, well muscled and in 

hard condition with no tendency towards obesity. Hindquarters high and strong. Bitches not so 

grand or well developed as dogs. 

 

Characteristics 

Conveys impression of determination, strength and activity. 

 

Temperament 

Alert, bold, loyal, dependable, courageous, fierce in appearance, but possessed of affectionate 

nature. 

 

Head and Skull 

Skull relatively large in circumference. Viewed from front appears high from corner of lower jaw to 

apex of skull; also broad and square. Cheeks well rounded and extended sideways beyond eyes. 

Viewed from side, head appears very high and moderately short from back to point of nose. Fore-

head flat with skin on and about head slightly loose and finely wrinkled without excess, neither 

prominent nor overhanging face. From defined stop, a furrow extending to middle of skull being 

traceable to apex. Face from front of cheek bone to nose, relatively short, skin may be slightly 

wrinkled. Muzzle short, broad, turned upwards and deep from corner of eye to corner of mouth. 

Nose and nostrils large, broad and black, under no circumstances liver colour, red or brown.      

Distance from inner corner of eye (or from centre of stop between eyes) to extreme tip of nose 

should not be less than distance from tip of the nose to edge of the underlip. Nostrils large wide 

and open, with well defined vertical straight line between. Flews (chops) thick, broad and deep, 

covering lower jaws at sides, but joining underlip in front. Teeth not visible. Jaws broad, strong and 

square, lower jaw slightly projecting in front of upper with moderate turn up. Over nose  wrinkle, if 

present, whole or broken, must never adversely affect or obscure eyes or nose. Pinched nostrils 

and heavy over nose roll are unacceptable and should be heavily penalised. Viewed from front, the 

various properties of the face must be equally balanced on either side of an imaginary line down 

centre. 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/services/public/breed/watch/display.aspx?breed=4084
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Eyes 

Seen from front, situated low down in skull, well away from ears. Eyes and stop in same 

straight line, at right angles to furrow. Wide apart, but outer corners within the outline of 

cheeks. Round, of moderate size, neither sunken nor prominent, in colour very dark – almost 

black – showing no white when looking directly forward. Free from obvious eye problems. 

 

Ears 

Set high – i.e. front edge of each ear (as viewed from front) joins outline of skull at top corner of 

such outline, so as to place them as wide apart, as high and as far from eyes as possible. 

Small and thin. ’Rose ear‘ correct, i.e. folding inwards back, upper or front inner edge curving 

outwards and backwards, showing part of inside of burr. 

 

Mouth 

Jaws broad and square with six small front teeth between canines in an even row. Canines 

wide apart. Teeth large and strong, not seen when mouth closed. When viewed from front un-

der jaw directly under upper jaw and parallel. 

 

Neck 

Moderate in length, thick, deep and strong. Well arched at back, with some loose, skin about 

throat, forming slight dewlap on each side. 

 

Forequarters 

Shoulders broad, sloping and deep, very powerful and muscular giving appearance of being 

’tacked on‘ body. Brisket round and deep. Well let down between forelegs. Ribs not flat-sided, 

but well rounded. Forelegs very stout and strong, well developed, set wide apart, thick, muscu-

lar and straight, bones of legs large and straight, not bandy nor curved and short in proportion 

to hindlegs, but not so short as to make back appear long, or detract from dog’s activity. El-

bows low and standing well away from ribs. Pasterns short, straight and strong. 

Body 

Chest wide, prominent and deep. Back short, strong, broad at shoulders. Slight fall to back 

close behind shoulders (lowest part) whence spine should rise to loins (top higher than top of 

shoulder), curving again more suddenly to tail, forming slight arch – a distinctive characteristic 

of breed. Body well ribbed up behind with belly tucked up and not pendulous. 

 

Hindquarters 

Legs large and muscular, slightly longer in proportion than forelegs. Hocks slightly bent, well let 

down; legs long and muscular from loins to hock. Stifles turned very slightly outwards away 

from body. 

 

THE BULLDOG BREED STANDARD 
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Feet 

Fore, straight and turning very slightly outward; of medium size and moderately round. Hind, 

round and compact. Toes compact and thick, well split up, making knuckles prominent and 

high. 

 

Tail 

Set on low, jutting out rather straight and then turning downwards. Round, smooth and devoid 

of fringe or coarse hair. Moderate in length – rather short than long – thick at root, tapering 

quickly to a fine point. Downward carriage (not having a decided upward curve at end) and nev-

er carried above back. 

 

Lack of tail, inverted or extremely tight tails are undesirable. 

 

Gait/Movement 

Appearing to walk with short, quick steps on tips of toes, hind feet not lifted high, appearing to 

skim ground, running with one or other shoulder rather advanced. Soundness of movement of 

the utmost importance. 

 

Coat 

Fine texture, short, close and smooth (hard only from shortness and closeness, not wiry). 

 

Colour 

Whole or smut, (i.e. whole colour with black mask or muzzle). Only whole colours (which should 

be brilliant and pure of their sort) viz., brindles, reds with their various shades, fawns, fallows 

etc., white and pied (i.e. combination of white with any of the foregoing colours). Dudley, black 

and black with tan highly undesirable. 

 

Size 

Dogs: 25 kgs (55 lbs); bitches: 23 kgs (50 lbs). 

 

Faults 

Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with 

which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect up-

on the health and welfare of the dog and on the dog’s ability to perform its traditional work. 

 

Note 

Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum.  

 

In this edition of the Bulldog  Breed Council Gazette we have discussed the judging of 

our breed.  This Standard is the blueprint for the breed, and every dog shown is judged 

to it and every judge must know it off by heart 
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The Bulldog Breed Council DVD is available through 

the website. 

An educational film  explaining  all the points in the 

Bulldog Breed Standard. 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk 

 

 

Join the Bulldog Breed Council Education Facebook Group:   

EDUCATION STATION 

Whether you wish to show your 

Bulldog or have him at home as 

the beloved pet,  socialisation 

and training are essential. 

You will probably find puppy        

socialisation classes advertised 

at your vet’s surgery, so do go 

and have fun with other puppies. 

You can find local dog training  

classes on the Kennel Club web-

site www.thekennelclub.co.uk   

Also, why not join your local 

Bulldog Club.  Go to the Bulldog 

Breed Council website 

www.bulldogbreedcouncil.co.uk

—under Contacts you will find 

the contact details of all the Club      

Secretaries. 
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Have you  ever considered Rescue and maybe rehoming a Bulldog. 

 

We have 2 Bulldog Rescue Charities:  

 

Bulldog Rescue  and The Edward Foundation 

 

Both of these charities do amazing work on behalf of the Bulldog Breed. Unfortunately this year, 

their fund raising activities have been severely disrupted due to the Covid pandemic. 

For details on how to contact them, or to make a donation, please go directly to 

their websites. 

Do you need specific advice about a condition or problem your bulldog displays? 

Bulldog Rescue are putting together a Bulldog Guide, aimed primarily at those that adopt 
dogs from us with specific issues, it's hoped that this section of our web site will go a long way to 
help all bulldog owners around the world. This Free Guide will be updated with articles on a regu-
lar basis and we want to know what you want to know. 

In the pipleline 

 Living with an epileptic Bulldog 

 Living with an incontinent Bulldog 

 Our Guide to avoid your dog being stolen 
 
What would you like to add? Just go to the Bulldog Rescue site, and let them know. 


